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Opportunity Village Quarterly Newsletter

Second Quarter  •  2021

What once was a dream is now officially a 
reality.

After years of dreaming, planning, fundraising 
and constructing, Betty’s Village is finally 
here at Opportunity Village. On Wednesday, 
June 9, the organization celebrated the 
grand opening of its 70-unit residential 
housing community for people of diverse 
abilities in front of nearly hundreds of support-
ers including Nevada Governor Steve Sisolak, 
Clark County Commissioner Michael Naft, 
local news stations, gracious donors, and 
Opportunity Village Boards of Directors 
and staff. 

The hour-long ceremony included a rousing 
performance of Crosby, Stills and Nash’s 
“Our House” and Flo Rida’s “My House” 
by the Village Blend at Opportunity Village  
speeches from OV President & CEO Bob 
Brown, Governor Sisolak and future Betty’s 
Village residents, and much more (CLICK 
HERE to watch the entire presentation). 
Following the presentation, guests were able 
to walk around the 6.7-acre lot touring the 

BETTY’S VILLAGE NOW OPEN 

units and meeting some of the property’s 
future residents.

“Betty’s Village is not the bricks and mortar 
you see here. It’s the people that you see 
here, the volunteers, staff, it’s the people 
who made this possible,” said an emotional 
Governor Steve Sisolak. “It gives people 
a chance at independence and a future. It 
gives their family members peace of mind 
because of this remarkable facility.”

The inclusive community, which broke ground 
on September 26, 2019, was designed for 
residents to live, grow, and recreate in an 
integrated neighborhood. Many of them will 
soon be able to do just that! The first batch of 
residents were accepted into Betty’s Village 
in a surprise announcement on May 3 (CLICK 
HERE to watch their amazing reactions), and 
some have already begun moving in!

Thanks to tremendous support from the 
Engelstad Family Foundation and other com-
munity partners, the construction of Betty’s 
Village never wavered throughout the pan-

demic. Named in honor of Betty Engelstad 
— the matriarch of the Engelstad family — 
Betty’s Village is a true collaboration with the 
Southern Nevada community. 

BlindConnect will house its brail library 
within the Clubhouse, while simultaneously 
offering the resource to their clientele and 
Betty’s Village residents. The private club-
house, the focal point of Betty’s Village, 
offers residents and their invited friends 
to exercise in the gym, swim or lounge in 
the pool and spa, use the game or hobby 
rooms, and watch movies in the multipur-
pose room. Onsite concierge services will 
be available seven days a week to assist 
residents in understanding and accessing 
their options within Betty’s Village and the 
surrounding community. 

All of the residences will include Cox Home-
life Automation, as well as the company’s 
Gigablast internet, telephone and cable. A 
longstanding supporter of Opportunity 
Village, Cox’s partnership will enable each 
resident of Betty’s Village to tailor technology 
to meet their diverse needs.  

In addition, Best Mattress and Sealy teamed 
together to provide the future residents 
of Betty’s Village a complete bed set. The 
donation included 89 Sealy mattresses with 
coordinating box springs and Knickerbocker 
bed frames. 

The property is expected to be filled with 
residents by fall 2021.

Thank you to everyone involved for investing 
into the Opportunity Village mission and mak-
ing this decades-long vision come to fruition.  

For more information on Betty’s Village, 
please visit bettysvillage.com.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p7Jw6wkYuO0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p7Jw6wkYuO0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8SFYcUp-5Zg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8SFYcUp-5Zg
https://www.opportunityvillage.org/
https://www.opportunityvillage.org/who-we-are/bettys-village
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EVENTS

Vegas Fright Nights: 
October 2-31

HallOVeen at the Magical Forest: 
October 8 -10, 15-17, 22-31

Dia de los Muertos: 
November 1

Grab that champagne — it’s time to sit back, relax, 
and enjoy the fashion event of the year! At the annual 
Fall into Fashion, guests will enjoy a lovely afternoon 
complete with lunch and entertainment while raising 
funds for Opportunity Village’s Madi Peck Endowment 
Fund.

Opportunity Village participants will make their 
highly anticipated return to the runway at the orga-
nization’s Ralph & Betty Engelstad Campus. Our 
friends at Trade & Fashion Academy Las Vegas have 
already started giving their time and efforts into 
designing nearly 20 unique outfits for our models! 
Stay tuned for more details and ticket information on 
this can’t-miss event.  

Interested in getting involved with Fall into Fashion? 
Please email events@opportunityvillage.org.

Camelot: 
November 11

Magical Forest: 
November 26 – January 2

Las Vegas Great Santa Run: 
Dec. 4 (in-person), Dec. 4-26 (virtual)

SAVE THE DATES

Madi Peck at Fall Into Fashion 2019 Sarah Brown at Fall Into Fashion 2019 

https://vegasfrightnights.com/
https://www.opportunityvillage.org/what-we-do/events/halloveen-at-the-magical-forest
https://www.opportunityvillage.org/what-we-do/events/halloveen-at-the-magical-forest
https://www.opportunityvillage.org/what-we-do/events/dia-de-los-muertos
https://www.opportunityvillage.org/what-we-do/events/dia-de-los-muertos
mailto:events%40opportunityvillage.org?subject=Fall%20Into%20Fashion
https://www.opportunityvillage.org/what-we-do/events/camelot
https://www.opportunityvillage.org/what-we-do/events/camelot
https://www.opportunityvillage.org/what-we-do/events/magical-forest
https://www.opportunityvillage.org/what-we-do/events/magical-forest
https://www.opportunityvillage.org/what-we-do/events/lv-great-santa-run
https://www.opportunityvillage.org/what-we-do/events/lv-great-santa-run
https://www.opportunityvillage.org/what-we-do/events
https://www.opportunityvillage.org/what-we-do/events/fallintofashion
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WHAT’S NEW?

Opportunity Village recognizes the long his-
tory between the disability and LGBTQ+ 
communities. That’s why, to celebrate June’s 
Pride Month, the organization is committing 
to creating a welcome and inclusive environ-
ment for all. 

On Friday, June 25, Opportunity Village will 
host an Instagram Live discussion with The 
LGBTQ Center of Southern Nevada to discuss 
the intersection of LGBTQ+ and disability 
communities, how to be an ally of both com-
munities and why businesses should have 
inclusivity and diversity in their workforce.

In Opportunity Village’s newly developed 
communication plan, there is a call to 

Every web user deserves the same online 
experience.

To celebrate the 10th Global Accessibility 
Awareness Day on Thursday, May 20, 
Opportunity Village announced its pledge to 
continue finding ways to improve our digital 
accessibility for all.

In early June, two outstanding leaders of 
the Opportunity Village family were elevated 
to new roles within the organization. Tracy 
Brown-May was promoted to a Chief Adminis-
trative Officer role, and Chuck Neuwohner 
a Chief Program Officer role. 

Pride Month 

Global Accessibility Awareness Day 

Leadership Development 

celebrate “diverse abilities.” The statement, in 
its entirety, reads:

“We are fully committed to universal diver-
sity, equity and inclusion for all humanity. 
We embrace everyone across race, gender, 
age, sexual orientation, religion, ethnicity, 
physical and/or mental ability. We pledge to 
continuously evolve our culture to create a 
welcoming and inclusive environment. We’re 
passionate about celebrating all diverse 
ABILITIES with compassion and grace. 

CLICK HERE to find out more about the 
intersection between disability and LGBTQ+ 
communities.

The organization shared a list of free acces-
sibility tools businesses could utilize to 
increase their digital accessibility. That list 
can be found by CLICKING HERE. 

For the better part of the last two years, the 
organization has taken steps to improve its 
accessibility every day so our marketing 

Chuck has been with Opportunity Village for 
seven years and, in that time, has served in 
roles integral to the vision for services. Most 
recently, in his role as Director of Program 
Services, Chuck oversaw the launch of 
expanded services, including the Board 
Certified Behavioral Analyst (BCBA) and Reg-
istered Behavioral Technician (RBT) services, 
virtual supports, and expanded nursing.

Both Chuck and Tracy have more than 10 
years of experience in their respective 
industries and have consistently committed 
themselves to our organization and the “OV 
Way.” We have no doubt they will continue to 

brilliantly represent Opportunity Village and 
shine as our Chief Administrative Officer 
and Chief Program Officer. 

Tracy will oversee all the administrative 
functions of Opportunity Village, including 
Advocacy, Board Management, Government 
Relations, Human Resources, Volunteer 
Management, Marketing, and Communi-
cations. Chuck will continue to oversee all 
programming and residential teams and all 
Opportunity Village programming initiatives, 
as well as virtual supports.

Congrats, Tracy and Chuck!

collateral and content could be inclusive for 
everyone. 

That was — and is — the aim of Global Accessi-
bility Awareness Day: to get everyone talking, 
thinking and learning about digital access and 
inclusion, and the more than 1 billion people 
with disabilities/ impairments.   

Celebrate 
PRIDE MONTH
with OV
Instagram Live
Friday, June 25th, 3:00pm

Chuck Neuwohner
Chief Program Officer, 

Opportunity Village

Holly Reese
Dir. of Community 

Engagement 
and Advocacy,

The Center

Tracy Brown-May Chuck Neuwohner

https://www.respectability.org/resources/lgbtq/?fbclid=IwAR2H9iNZFWrOLhtP1_PT4Tm8qkUd07PpQxs7QewkrN30gNGz7S8ZRZ8UXkY
https://www.opportunityvillage.org/who-we-are/news/5-tools-ov-has-increased-its-digital-accessibility-and-how-you-can-too
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COMMUNITY PARTNER SHOUT OUTS

Opportunity Village would like to send a very special thank you to 
the local Las Vegas franchise group of Burger King restaurants, 
Glencoe Management, for being the presenting sponsor of this 
year’s March to $100K campaign. 

During the months of March and April, over 40 Southern 
Nevada Burger Kings hosted fundraisers at each of their locations 
and generated a total of $60,000 for people with intellectual 
disabilities during Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month.

On Sunday, May 16, Jessie Rae’s BBQ held an all-proceeds 
giveback for Opportunity Village. Newport Meat of Nevada donated 
cases of brisket for the occasion, and the award-winning restaurant 
raised over $4,300 in a single day.

OV distributed prizes and giveaways at the event to guests who 
showed their proof of receipt, and Shaun O’Neale (Season 7 Cham-

Many thanks go out to the Las Vegas Arts District community for 
supporting the DiscOVer Downtown Bar Crawl and Opportunity 
Village over Father’s Day weekend!

From June 18-20, over 150 guests attended the #OVBarCrawl in 
the revitalized Arts District to help raise over $5,500 for people 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities in Southern Nevada. 
Leading up to the event, guests purchased passports that 
included eight complimentary beverages, unique swag and 
specials at nearly 20 area locations, and were able to walk bar to 
bar around the 18-block neighborhood over the three days.

Thank you to these amazing folks for opening up their spaces, 
offering exclusive deals and being a part of this amazing initiative 
for charity: 

Thank you to these groups for going above and beyond in their support of Opportunity Village this quarter:

When visiting a Burger King location, patrons were asked to make a 
donation of any size at the register or drive-thru window to receive 
a coupon for free ice cream and their choice of French fries or 
onion rings.

Thank you, Burger King. 

Burger King

National BBQ Day Giveback

Special Thanks

DiscOVer Downtown Bar Crawl

Able Baker Brewing, Beer District Brewing, Berlin Bar, Cornish 
Pasty Co., CraftHaus Brewery, Davy’s, 18bin, Garagiste Wine 
Room, Horse Trailer Hideout, The Mad Fermentist, Main St. Provi-
sions, Nevada Brew Works, ReBAR, SERVEHZAH, Tacotarian and 
Three Sheets Craft Beer Bar.

Special thanks to 18bin for hosting the OV passport pickup booth 
all weekend long and Truly/Boston Beer Company for donating 
cases of seltzers and swag items for the event. Cheers to a very 
successful weekend! 

pion of MasterChef) and OVie Bear (OV mascot) made special 
appearances. It was a major success! Thank you, Jessie Rae’s! 

• Best Mattress
• Cannae Holdings
• Circle K

• CIT Bank
• Knickerbocker 
• Lake Las Vegas 

• Pinecrest Academy 
• Sealy 

• Tony and Renee Marlon Charitable Foundation
• Vegas Golden Knights
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Meet Noemi Guerrero 

OV SPOTLIGHT
1) What is your job title and what 
are some of your responsibilities?
My title is Community Engagement Coordi-
nator. My job consists of coordinating vari-
ous volunteer programs and assisting with 
recruitment training, and placement of both 
long- and short-term volunteers/interns.

2) What led you to Opportunity 
Village/your current position?
The first time I ever heard of Opportunity 
Village was when I was very young. My mom 
took my siblings and I to the Magical For-
est and I loved it — I wanted to apply to work 
at OV when I was a teen but it (obviously) 
didn’t work out. It wasn’t until 2018 when I 
got pregnant with my daughter that I applied 
for a seasonal job at OV but didn’t hear 
back, so after about a month I decided to 
email the hiring manager again... and I got 
the job! I loved it so much that I came back 
the following year for seasonal. Fast forward 
to 2021, a permanent position opened up in 

the department so I knew I had to jump on 
it, it feels like it was meant to be!

3) Why is volunteering so important?
Volunteering is important because it’s some-
one’s time and time is something money 
can’t buy. Without volunteers, there would 
be a much higher need for paid staff and 
that’s just not doable. If you can’t give money, 
give time!

4) What’s your favorite part about 
the job?

My favorite part is getting to see the impact 
we have on both the organization and on 
the volunteers because of our work. Since 
my job involves a lot of behind-the-scenes 
work, it feels so fulfilling when I get to see 
how it helps people. I love my job!

5) Why should people get involved 
and volunteer their time at Oppor-
tunity Village?
People should volunteer their time with us 
because it’s not only great for us, but also 
a fulfilling experience for them. We also 
have a variety of opportunities so there’s 
something for everyone!

6) What do you enjoy doing when 
you’re not working?
Outside of work I enjoy photography, 
shopping, and going on adventures with my 
little one.

Encourage, motivate and discover your 
purpose in life. 

Visit the clubhouse at Betty’s Village to meet 
Michael A. if you need motivation or encour-
agement. Michael, OV Ambassador and now 
the first host for the Betty’s Village Club-
house, has a passion for sharing a message 
of hope and compassion. 

“I will be the first person people will see 
when they walk into the clubhouse,” said 
Michael. “I will help everyone feel welcome.”
 
Michael’s positive attitude and friendly de-
meanor will surely make you feel like you 
have found your own personal motivational 
speaker. 

Michael began his journey with Opportunity 
Village while he was finishing high school. 
An Opportunity Village representative came 
to his school to share about OV’s Job Discovery 
Program (JDP), a work-readiness program 
operated jointly by Opportunity Village and 
the Clark County School District.

After completing JDP, he received a call that 
one of the training sites would like to offer 
him a job. 

Michael was excited to begin his next journey 
working at Heritage Park as a Kitchen Assis-
tant where he continued his professional 
development. He learned customer service 
and gained more confidence in himself. 

“It took me awhile to learn things about myself 
while working in a job,” he said Michael A. 
“Heritage Park has taught me so much. I 
have gained more confidence, learned that 
I need to make this life mine, and I can take 
on any obstacles.”

Michael’s career as a motivational speaker 
truly took off when he gave his first speech 
at an Opportunity Village Board of Directors 
dinner. Soon after he became part of OV’s 
Ambassador Corps and has found his 
passion in life — motivating others. 

As an OV Ambassador, Michael gets to 
encourage, motivate, and connect with 
other people. He believes people have to 

have passion and love with what they do. As 
an ambassador, he gets to share messages 
with others to push forward, and to accom-
plish their goals. In his new full time role as 
Betty’s Village Host, he is excited to share 
these same messages! 

“Independence means so much to me. 
Independence is ready to make this life 
yours. It’s going to be hard at times but in 
time it will get easier.” Michael believes that 
through building more confidence in oneself, 
and connecting with the mind and soul anyone 
can become more independent. 

At the heart of Betty’s Village is the goal of 
creating inclusive independent living spaces. 

Michael believes that all residents have a 
purpose of living at Betty’s Village. “Betty’s 
Village will show how people can advocate 
for themselves and see how they can indepen-
dent,” he said.

When Michael is not at Betty’s Village, he 
is planning a motivational podcast. Through 
his podcast, he wants to spread positivity 
worldwide. 

Michael’s latest message is, “You are 
capable. You have purpose. Spread change 
for the greater good. Stop being the ‘next.’ 
Start being the first YOU.” 

Stop being the ‘next.’ 
Start being the first YOU. 
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OV SPOTLIGHT
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Opportunity Village had several groups volunteer their time leading 
up to the Betty’s Village Grand Opening! Image Church traveled 
all the way from Texas to be part of our grand opening preparations, 
their second year joining us from the Lone Star State.  Alongside 
Image Church, we had friends locally volunteer from JP Morgan 
Bank, Bishop Gorman Lacrosse Team and The Crossing Church. 
Together, these groups assisted with assembling gym equipment, 
landscaping projects, unloading furniture and putting together 
gift bags for our event.

For the Betty’s Village Grand Opening, Young Men’s Service 
League (YMSL) brought out over 75 volunteers over two days. 
These mother and son duos greeted guests, prepared our banquet 
room, moved furniture, handed out refreshments, and did all 
things Bettys Village when called upon.

In addition to the amazing show of community support at Betty’s 
Village, our volunteer team had tremendous support for Magical 
Forest upkeep, our Thrift Store, and virtual volunteer opportunities. 
Since mid-March, Opportunity Village has gotten the support from 
over 65 virtual volunteers! We also added many service roles 
assisting our contracts inside our Employment Resource Centers 
across the organization. Many individuals have joined us since 
we stared this new endeavor, and some of the groups who have 
made an impact include:

 •US Bank
 •St Joseph Husband of Mary Church 
 •NV Energy
 •AFROTC 
 •UNLV RATS (Rebel Athletic Training Society)
 •Desert Oasis High School Key club 
 •UNLV Pre Dental
 •DB Schenker 
 •Bishop Gorman Lacrosse Team 
 •Crossing Church Rooted Groups 
 •Penske

FOLLOW OPPORTUNITY VILLAGE  
ON SOCIAL MEDIA

Opportunity Village loves having our community engaged 
throughout the year and are adding more roles to support the 
various departments and projects around the organization. If you 
have any questions or would like to get involved, please email 
the Volunteer Department at volunteers@opportunityvillage.org. 

OV SPOTLIGHT

BGHS Lacrosse, The Crossing, JP Morgan

Young Men’s Service League 

Welcome, Tulip!

Opportunity Village has got a new resident — err, tortoise — inside 
Sean’s Park! 

After tough deliberation, OV has decided to name its newest little 
desert tortoise “Tulip.” The winning name, which was voted for over 
seven other suggestions given by various departments at OV, was 
announced on June 21. 

Big shout outs to The Tortoise Group for facilitating the adoption and 
our Facilities team for going above and beyond in creating a new 
beautiful habitat. Tulip is already acclimating and a big fan of her 
new pool! 

https://www.opportunityvillage.org/get-involved/volunteer
https://www.facebook.com/opportunityvillage
https://twitter.com/oppvillagelv
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQbcWXyKphsjxaG0vt6sgmg
https://www.instagram.com/oppvillagelv/

