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01 I N T R O D U C T I O N

A GUIDE to FINDING YOUR PERFECT 

SHAVING EXPERIENCE, FOR THE 

MAN of  DISTINCTION.

 
At Fendrihan we’re proud to offer only the best grooming, shaving, and 
lifestyle products. And while a great, new safety razor is a huge part 
of getting the perfect shave, it’s only the beginning. The rest of your 
journey will involve learning and exploring. Whether you want some 
quick tips to help deal with razor burn, or are thinking about diving 
headlong into the exciting world of straight razors, we’re here to help. 
This guide is designed to provide men and women with more than just 
their first glimpse into the world of wet shaving. It’s also a how-to guide, 
a comprehensive source of all the information we’ve compiled over our 
many years of experience. 

Enjoy!

www.fendrihan.com


4www.fendrihan.com

02 HISTORY of  SHAVING

The shaving ritual is long-standing, appearing in the 
farthest reaches of human history. In prehistoric cave 
paintings, men are depicted with shorn facial hair, using 
seashells to tweeze away beards one cuticle at a time, and 
shearing with shark teeth or roughhewn flint knives. While 
it’s easy to imagine our Stone Age ancestors roaming the 
earth fully bearded, they especially had reason to practice 
shaving. If the wet permeated their beards, there were 
serious consequences: beards might retain water for hours 
on end, freezing against their skin when temperatures 
dropped, ultimately ending in some nasty frostbite.

Perhaps it is in Ancient Egypt that we see the paragon of 
shaving as a symbol of class. In the Dynastic period, high 
standards of grooming were upheld, and men, women, and 
children alike would shave their entire bodies. They would 
use circular sheets of copper, or even pure gold, as razors. 
Part of the motivation for the ritual was to stay clean and 
cool in the midst of the surrounding heat, but the presence 
of hair quickly assumed a distinct social significance: 
those who were clean-shaven were associated with the 
higher class, and those who had bodily hair were seen as 
the unkempt lower class. Oddly enough, beards were still 
held in high regard: they represented virility and power, 
and multiple Pharaohs–including female ones–wore false 
beards or goatees, called the Osird, meaning divine beard.

8000 BC

3000 BC

www.fendrihan.com
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02 H I S T O RY  O F  S H AV I N G

Leaping ahead to Ancient Greece, fashionable 
philosophers and politicians restored the beard’s status 
as a symbol of power and wisdom.  Greek men wore 
full, natural beards, and – as Plutarch tells us – it was 
customary to offer up a boy’s first beard to Apollo, the Sun 
God. It was only with Alexander the Great’s order to his 
troops – to shave their manes for protection in hand-to-
hand combat – that the shaved look took on a renewed 
fashion. 

Meanwhile, to the West, Romans sought to distinguish 
themselves from their Greek neighbors: they kept 
themselves clean-shaven, and their razors evolved into 
more sophisticated instruments. For the first time, we 
see the razors develop a rectangular profile, much like 
the modern razor, and durable materials like iron were 
used for the razor’s body and blade.

It really wasn’t until the late 18th century that razors 
became refined, quotidian tools. Throughout the 1800’s, 
shaving was a professional barber’s job, a highly skilled 
grooming ritual that men would never practice on their 
own. Finally, in 1880, the Kampfe brothers patented and 
sold the world’s very first safety razor, propelling the 
tradition of shaving into a whole new era.

500 BC

27   BC – 395  AD

1800 -  1880

www.fendrihan.com
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02 H I S T O RY  O F  S H AV I N G

Since then, the razor has come a long way. Consecutive innovations 
and advancements in design, style, and functionality have changed to 
make the shaving practice easier, more convenient, and practical.

The Single-Edged Razor
Single-edged safety razors are thought to have been patented 
in 1880. They were designed to use a flat piece of blade from a 
straight razor and worked in the same way as modern double-
edged razors. While popular at the time, very few are made today. 

The Double-Edged Razor
The first double-edged safety razor was patented in 1901 by 
King C. Gillette. The double-edge safety razor, and the idea of 
replaceable blades, gained popularity after World War I as they 
were given to American soldiers as part of their field kits. When 
soldiers returned home, they continued to ask for, and use, this 
model. By introducing the idea of a replaceable blade, Gillette 
gave men an alternative to the traditional straight razor and 
forever changed the shaving world. 

The Cartridge Razor
Cartridge razors have become one of the most popular forms of 
shaving after being introduced to the market in the 1960s. Their 
design is very similar to that of the double-edged razor, with the 
entire head of the razor being disposable rather than just the 
blade. 

www.fendrihan.com
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02 H I S T O RY  O F  S H AV I N G

The Disposable Razor
Shortly after cartridge razors were introduced, disposable safety 
razors made their way onto the shaving scene thanks to Bic. 
Taking the idea of a cartridge razor one step further, disposable 
razors are produced at a low cost and are disposed of entirely 
after use. 

The Electric Razor
Electric razors are one of the most recent developments in the 
shaving world. Most models use some kind of rotating blade 
design, powered by an electric motor. These razors, which can 
either be battery-powered, or corded, afford the user an ease-
of-use and convenience hitherto unreached, at the expense of 
closeness and comfort. 

Although the method of shaving has changed tremendously 
over time, the end goal hasn’t: to get closer, with less irritation. 
The shave itself has gone in and out of style, but there’s no 
question that the clean-shaven face is here to stay. 

www.fendrihan.com
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03 THE SAFETY RAZOR

Safety razor is actually a catch-all term that includes both the more 
traditional double-edge razors, as well as the newer cartridge types. 
In either case, they are meant to provide a sharp shaving instrument, 
while keeping the user protected from accidental injury. In the case of 
double-edge razors, the blades used are exchangeable, come factory 
sharpened, and are discarded when dull. Cartridge razors often use 
proprietary technologies, and don’t play well with others. When the 
shave is finished, the entire blade cartridge is disposed of. 

Double-edge razors require a level of involvement and expertise 
greater than that needed to shave with a cartridge razor, but are much 
simpler to use than a cut-throat razor. All in all, they only take some 
time to master, but the the difference in the quality of the shave is 
well worth the effort. With a double-edge razor, the two main factors 
that contribute to the quality of the shave are: the aggressiveness 
of the razor (depending on the position of the blade guard, which is 
sometimes adjustable), and the character and condition of the blade 
used.

https://www.fendrihan.com/collections/safety-razors
www.fendrihan.com


9www.fendrihan.com

03 T H E  S A F E T Y  R A Z O R

TYPES OF SAFETY RAZORS 

Although almost all safety razors use the same blades, the design of both heads and 
handles can vary wildly between brands and models. That means that there can be a 
lot to know before choosing your first razor. 

The two fundamental differences worth remembering are these: how the user changes 
the blade, and how your face is protected during the shave. 

Changing the Blade

There are three styles of razor designs for changing your dull double-edged blade with 
a fresh one:

•  A two-piece razor uses a twisting motion on the handle to loosen 
the curved top of the head so that the old blade can drop or be lifted 
out and a new one inserted. The top is then reattached.

•  A three-piece razor separates the top and bottom of the head from 
the handle in two pieces with a twist of the base of the handle. The 
new blade is sandwiched between the top and bottom of the head 
before reattaching to the handle. This design allows the shaver to 
switch out handles as well as blades if desired.

•  Butterfly or one piece razors opens the top of the head on hinges 
that resemble butterfly wings. These “wings” open flat on either 
side to allow the blade to be lifted or dropped out and a new blade 
inserted. The wings then are turned back down to secure the blade.

www.fendrihan.com
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03 T H E  S A F E T Y  R A Z O R

Protecting Your Face

Safety razors can be further divided into open and closed comb models. The open 
comb variety uses teeth to straighten and lift beard hairs to improve the closeness 
of a shave, particularly when a beard is thick. Open combs have traditionally been 
considered the more aggressive of the two because more of the blade is exposed. 
However, open combs range from aggressive to mild and more and more are being 
built with the same aggressiveness as closed combs. Men with coarse, thick hair, 
and seasoned wet shavers tend to prefer open comb razors. 

Unlike the open comb razor, closed comb razors have an added safety bar across 
the blade, which offers greater protection for the skin. Due to this, a closed comb 
may require more passes against the skin to get a desired shave. It is generally 
the more popular option and is a good choice for those with sensitive skin.   

But which option is right for you? Here are a few things to remember:

1) An open comb will help lift the hair, resulting in a closer shave
2) The teeth allow more lather to remain on the face
3) Open comb razors are more aggressive. *

* Unfortunately, to further complicate the issue, point 3 must be given a bold 
asterisk; historically, open comb razors were more aggressive, but that is no 
longer the case. Many open comb razors are now built to deliver a very mild 
shave. Often we find that the variation between different brands of open comb 
can be much greater than the difference between an open and closed comb razor 
of the same brand. 

What we can tell you, from experience, is that people have a preference. When we 
released our stainless steel razor with an open closed comb combination head, 
the number one request we received was that we make two new models: one that 
was completely open, and one that was completely closed.

https://www.fendrihan.com/collections/open-comb-safety-razors
https://www.fendrihan.com/collections/open-comb-safety-razors
https://www.fendrihan.com/collections/closed-comb-safety-razors
https://www.fendrihan.com/pages/search-results-page?q=stainless+steel+&page=1&rb_vendor=Fendrihan&rb_product_type=Double+Edge+Safety+Razor
www.fendrihan.com
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03 T H E  S A F E T Y  R A Z O R

Price points

Money can be a sensitive subject, and is often a deciding factor in which razor we 
go with. And although you can always find extreme affordability or luxury, here’s 
what you can reasonably expect to pay: 

These razors are typically made in China or Pakistan and 
use an alloyed metal. The shave can be good, but watch out 
for misalignments or manufacturing errors. 

At this price, you can purchase a very decent, European-
made razor (most Merkurs are around $30-50). However, 
they will still be made with an alloyed metal that is often 
brittle, and can be damaged if dropped onto a hard surface. 

At this price, expect some luxury. Often the razors will be 
made of stainless steel or rare woods, and made in Europe 
or North America. Most adjustable razors are in this price 
bracket, and whichever brand you choose, you’ll find 
consistent quality and craftsmanship. 

Aggressiveness rankings 

Perhaps one of the most important (and most confusing) aspects of safety razors 
are their aggressiveness. This is how close of a shave your razor will provide and 
how it will feel against your skin.

Aggressiveness rankings are based on a few key factors:

•  The size of the blade gap
•  The amount of blade that is exposed
•  The angle of the blade resting in your razor 
•  The weight of the razor

Entry level

$10-20
Mid level
$20-50

High End

$50+

www.fendrihan.com
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03 T H E  S A F E T Y  R A Z O R

Mild Safety Razors
Mild safety razors are great for those who are new 
to wet shaving and for those with fine hair. The 
smaller blade gap minimizes contact with the skin 
and is a good option for those who suffer from razor 
burn and other forms of irritation. Good choices in 
this category include Edwin Jagger’s Double-Edge 
89 Classic razor and the Feather AS-D2. 

Medium Safety Razors
As the most popular type of safety razor, medium 
safety razors provide a good, clean shave with an 
average blade gap, such as the Merkur 34C and 
Parker 26C. They are a good option if you’re unsure 
of how aggressive a shave you want.  
 
Aggressive Safety Razors
Aggressive safety razors are just that; they are 
designed for sharp and quick cuts. The size of 
the blade gap is much larger, which increases the 
likelihood of cutting your skin or developing razor 
burn. These type of razors, including the well-
known Muhle R41, are popular and recommended 
for those with thick and coarse hair. 

If you’re not sure, the safest bet is to opt for a medium or mild razor, and try a more 
aggressive model later once you’ve mastered the techniques involved. However, if 
you want to cover all of your bases from the beginning, adjustable razors like the 
Rockwell 6S allow the user to adjust the aggressiveness, making them the perfect 
razor for any skin or beard type. 

https://www.fendrihan.com/products/edwin-jagger-de89-classic-double-edge-safety-razor-chrome-plating
https://www.fendrihan.com/products/edwin-jagger-de89-classic-double-edge-safety-razor-chrome-plating
https://www.fendrihan.com/products/feather-new-as-d2-stainless-steel-double-edge-razor-made-in-japan
https://www.fendrihan.com/products/merkur-34c-hd-double-edge-safety-razor
https://www.fendrihan.com/products/parker-26c-open-comb-safety-razor
https://www.fendrihan.com/products/muhle-r41-tooth-comb-double-edge-safety-razor-rose-gold-handle
https://www.fendrihan.com/products/rockwell-6s-adjustable-stainless-steel-safety-razor
www.fendrihan.com
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03 T H E  S A F E T Y  R A Z O R

Blades 

After choosing the right razor, the next choice you’ll have to make is selecting the 
proper razor blade. We offer some insight into choosing the best blade and have 
answered some of the most common questions we receive on this subject. 

Just as not all safety razors are the same, safety razor blades are also not the 
same. However, as safety razor usage has increased and become more popular, the 
available models and types of razor blades have also significantly increased. You can 
now buy razor blades from all over the globe that will satisfy just about any shaving 
preference. 

Getting the best shave from your blades without irritation like razor burn, is actually 
a matter of trial and error. That’s because every man’s face is actually subtly different 
and has its own specific skin type.

And don’t forget, facial hair itself can vary as well. Some men have fine facial hair, 
while for others their beards are much thicker and denser. 

Finding the best razor blade can be achieved 
simply by trying different blades and reading 
reviews. This will help you learn which products 
provide everything from a mild shave to a very 
sharp one. If you’re new to wet shaving, you might 
even try a sample pack, a great way to find out 
which blades work best for you.

It’s also good to be aware of how blades are 
designed or constructed as some should be avoided 
if you’re encountering problems such as pulling 
and tugging, nicks, and skin irritation.

https://www.fendrihan.com/collections/recommended-for
https://www.fendrihan.com/collections/safety-razor-samplers
www.fendrihan.com
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03 T H E  S A F E T Y  R A Z O R

What are razor blades made of? 
Men are often curious about the type of materials used to create blades, 
although it can sometimes be difficult to tell. There are a couple of 
common materials in your razor, but they all tend to be an alloyed steel. 
Carbon steel can hold a better edge, but corrodes faster than stainless 
steel. A lot of safety razors are then coated in PTFE to increase the 
smoothness of the shave – which is similar to the Teflon used on pots 
and pans for the kitchen!

Can any Razor Blade fit in any Razor? 
There’s no question about it: razor technology has changed hugely over 
time. But not to worry, because double-edged safety razor blades ARE 
interchangeable, and any brand of razor will hold any brand of blade. 

However, cartridge razors are more specific. Mach3, Fusion, Astra, Trac II, 
and many other styles of razor cartridge will only fit in the right handle, 
and won’t be interchangeable with other designs.

How Often Should I Change my Blade?
Most blades for shaving can be re-used up to 5 times. Other blades 
may last as long as 7-10 times depending on their construction and the 
following factors, including:
Type of coating – These vary and can increase edge retention and the 
longevity of a blade. 

Thickness - Thinner blades can give a closer shave, but won’t last as long

Your Facial Hair - Dense beards with thick, coarse hairs will wear out 
your blades more quickly, while men with lighter beards will often get 
more shaves out of their blades. 

1

2

?

?

3?

www.fendrihan.com
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04 HOW to SHAVE with  
A SAFETY RAZOR

Pre-Shave Prep

Whether a double-edged razor or a cartridge razor, safety razors are designed to 
provide a sharp and protective shave. However, even with the sharpest blade, you’ll 
still find that, “preparation is king”. It’s a premise every modern gentleman should take 
into consideration, no matter his shaving routine. 

Before taking the metal to your skin, it’s important to prepare 
and soften both the skin and hair for an optimal shave. Your 
shaving warm up should begin with heat, more specifically a hot 
towel. Place it over the desired shaving area for a few minutes to 
open pores, relax facial muscles and ready the skin and hair for 
hair removal. This can also be achieved by shaving either in the 
shower or immediately after a hot shower. It’s best to avoid using 
cold water at all costs; your pores will close and you’ll be more 
likely to develop skin irritations.

After you’re done with the hot towel, massage just a few drops 
of a pre-shaving oil to your face to reduce the chance of skin 
irritations and to help the razor glide more easily across your 
face. Not a fan of oil? Shaving oil is a great choice for preparing 
your face, but it’s not the only choice.

www.fendrihan.com
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Products like Proraso, pre-post creams, and Taylor of Bond 
Street Pre-Shave Gel are well-respected on the playing field of 
shaving preparation. If you are looking for a more inexpensive 
option, try an oil-based face and body cream. Vaseline creams 
will also work but they are not great for one’s health as they 
contain petrol. If using petroleum by-products on your skin 
doesn’t bother you, the Vaseline creams will help you get a nice, 
close shave and smooth skin all in one fell swoop.

The next step of your shave will depend on the shaving 
brush that you’ve selected. If it’s a synthetic brush, not much 
preparation is required, and you can safely skip ahead to the 
next section. But if you’re shaving with a natural shaving 
brush (whether badger, boar, or horse), you’ll want to take a few 
minutes to soften up the bristles. The best way to do this without 
wasting time is to roll it into your pre-shave routine.

Using your Shaving Brush

Turn the tap to hot. Not so hot that it’ll burn you – that can damage the bristles 
– but hot enough to give you a hot shave. Fill your shaving mug or bowl, and let 
the brush soak while you shower or apply a hot towel to your face. 

Once you’re ready to begin, shake out the excess water. There are dozens of 
different lathering techniques, and it will depend on the hardness of your water 
and the soap you’re using. How much water you want left in the soap can vary. 
In most cases, it should be damp but not soggy. 

Swirl your brush in the shaving cream or soap to load the brush. 

04 H O W  T O  S H AV E  W I T H  A  S A F E T Y  R A Z O R

1

2

3

https://www.fendrihan.com/collections/pre-shave-creams/proraso
https://www.fendrihan.com/collections/pre-shave-gels/taylor-of-old-bond-street
https://www.fendrihan.com/collections/pre-shave-gels/taylor-of-old-bond-street
www.fendrihan.com
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Building your Lather

Once your shaving brush has been adequately moistened, press the tips of the shaving 
brush into your shaving cream or soap. Use a gentle swirling motion to cover the tips 
of your bristles with product. With time, you will get a feel for exactly the amount of 
cream that works best for you. You can build your lather directly on your face with a 
massaging motion, or you can use a mug to blend cream and water into a consistency 
that resembles the soft peaks on top of a lemon meringue pie. For the best results, 
we normally recommend avoid cheap men’s shaving cream from a can.Instead, most 
men will find that they’ll get a better shave if they choose a premium shaving cream 
like D.H. Harris, or a craft product like Barrister and Mann. See: the difference between 
shaving cream and shaving soap.

04 H O W  T O  S H AV E  W I T H  A  S A F E T Y  R A Z O R

TIP: Although very popular, some brush manufacturers warn that face 
lathering can be bad for your shaving brush. Why? Your facial hair is 
actually coarse enough to damage the hairs in your brush!

!

Using shaving soap can be intimidating at first, but it is similar to using shaving 
cream. Your shaving brush needs to be properly hydrated first by soaking it in hot 
water for a few minutes. The next step is applying shaving soap from the mug to the 
tips of the bristles in much the same way as you would apply the shaving cream. If you 
need to know how to use shaving soap, there are actually many good videos available 
online that can give you a visual demonstration of how to do it. Many men recommend 
swirling the tips of the brush along the top of your soap anywhere from 15-60 times 
and adding a small amount of water if the lather is too thick. Apply the shaving soap 
lather to the face in a massaging motion at first, then in a painting motion until your 
face is lathered to your liking. Once you have achieved the desired consistency and 
applied the lather to your face, you may commence the process of wet shaving.

http://blog.fendrihan.com/2016/08/shaving-cream-versus-shaving-soap/
http://blog.fendrihan.com/2016/08/shaving-cream-versus-shaving-soap/
www.fendrihan.com
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The Shave

Ah, the shave. The moment is upon us at last. Your face is lathered and ready. With 
your trusty razor by your side, we can begin. A great shave is a beautiful thing, but it 
can be a daunting process. With the right combination of supplies and technique, you’ll 
be able to master the art of shaving. 

Let’s get into the right mindset before you begin. If you shave five times a day from 16 
to 86, that’s about 18,000 shaves. So you might as well enjoy them! 

Begin by applying the razor blade at a 30-degree angle to your face. Never apply 
pressure when pressing the blade against your skin. Instead, let the weight of the razor 
apply the only pressure you need. An ultralight razor may be applied to the face with 
gentle pressure, only as much as needed to make firm contact with your skin without 
scraping or dragging.

Using gentle, short strokes, shave your face in the direction of the hair. See: Mapping 
your facial hair growth. Make sure to rinse each side of your razor once it becomes 
clogged with shaving lather and hair. 

Once you finish the first pass, rinse your face and take a moment to pause and 
consider your handiwork. If it’s a baby-smooth shave you’re looking for, get your 
shaving brush and lather up again for a second pass. Here we go!

04 H O W  T O  S H AV E  W I T H  A  S A F E T Y  R A Z O R

TIP: Having trouble gripping the skin on your face? Wet a finger, touch 
your alum block, and you’ll be able to move the skin exactly where you 
need it to go, no matter how slick your lather!

!

http://blog.fendrihan.com/2016/11/mapping-facial-hair-growth-for-shaving/
http://blog.fendrihan.com/2016/11/mapping-facial-hair-growth-for-shaving/
https://www.fendrihan.com/pages/search-results-page?q=alum+block&page=1&rb_product_type=Aftershave+Remedies
www.fendrihan.com
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This time, you’ll be taking a different direction. Depending on how close a shave you 
need, and how sensitive your skin is, you can either choose across the grain, or against 
the grain. If your skin is especially sensitive, you might find that one pass is enough 
for you. If that’s the case, dab on some more shaving cream to finish up any missed 
spots, and rinse your face. Well done!

04 H O W  T O  S H AV E  W I T H  A  S A F E T Y  R A Z O R

Make sure you use a sharp blade. Price is less important than you think. If you 

are looking for the sharpest blades on the market, they are the yellow and the 

black Japanese Feathers, Astra Platinum, and Dorco Platinum. Mid-range blades 

include Personna Super Plus, Merkur, Precision, Astra Stainless Steel and Regular 

Dorco. 7 A.M, Red Personna, Lord, and Sputnik, are some of the dullest blades, 

and may not work for everyone.

Post-shave care 

You may be done shaving, but you’re not really done until you have cleaned and 
moisturized your face. Wash any lingering lather and residue with warm water, then 
rinse your face in cold water. This will close your pores and get your face ready for 
moisturizing. 

At this stage, you can now apply an alum block to help heal the skin and relieve any 
irritation caused by minor nicks and cuts. Made from natural potassium alum, these 
blocks have antiseptic elements that work to soothe your skin after the shave. 

www.fendrihan.com
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How to use an Alum Block

To use:

1. After shaving, rinse your face thoroughly with water, removing all soap or cream. 
2. Wet the alum block.
3. Gently glide the block across the shaved area. 
4. If you’re not planning on applying an aftershave balm or splash, let the alum dry on 

your face. If you do plan on using an aftershave splash/balm or cologne, rinse your 
face after applying the alum and pat it dry with a towel. 

5.  Rinse the alum block with water after each use. To maximize its lifespan, dry it 
and keep it in a confined space.

Aftershaves

We’re almost done! Apply an aftershave, and you’re ready to face the world. (Read more 
about aftershaves here in chapter 8.)
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How to shave for women 

Who says wet shaving is restricted to men? 

Ladies, here’s some wet shaving advice just for you! 

Using a double-edged razor for women:

1. Shave in the direction hair grows to promote less irritation; shaving against the grain gives  
the smoothest shave.

2. Be especially careful around knees, shins and ankles (if you’ve got nick scars to show for it, 
you’re already aware of this). The heads on these razors don’t pivot so you have to maintain 
a proper angle whether it’s on your legs or your bikini line.  

3. Don’t press too hard on the razor – let it do the work. These blades are sharp!

4. Exfoliate beforehand, choose a quality shaving cream/soap, and use a good balm 
afterward.
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05 SHAVING BRUSHES

Choosing which type of shaving brush to use can be a tough 
decision for wet shavers. Although the variety of choices can at first 
make it confusing, finding the right brush for you doesn’t have to be 
a painful process.

How to choose a shaving brush  

The shaving brush

If you’re serious about improving your shave and caring for your skin, pay close 
attention when choosing this particular shaving prop. Shaving brushes can be found 
in a variety of natural and artificial handles, filled with different grades of natural or 
synthetic hair.

Choosing a shaving brush heavily depends on personal preference. Most people are 
primarily concerned with the type of hair used and the durability of bristles. More 
luxurious shaving brushes are filled with the finest grades of badger hair, particularly 
well-suited to shaving with traditional shaving soaps and creams.
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Differences between hair grades 

Silvertip badger shaving brush

Silvertip badger is the rarest and most expensive type of shaving 
brush. Its natural, untrimmed silver tips are the highest quality 
available in shaving brushes worldwide. This hair comes from 
the neck of the badger, and its pure coloring is enhanced by a 
careful hand-grading and filling process. The shape of a quality 
silvertip filled shaving brush is created by hand, not trimming. 
Silvertip badger brushes are exceptionally soft with flexible 
stems that retain their shape. These brushes have a high water 
retention capacity, creating a rich lather and luxurious shaving 
experience. 

Super badger shaving brush

This is a very high quality grade of badger hair, only used in 
high-end shaving brushes. Visually, the badger bundle displays 
a distinctive dark brown band capped with pure white tips and 
is presented in a fan or bulb shape, using the natural hair end to 
create the shape. The shape of a good quality Super Badger filled 
brush is created by hand and is not trimmed to create the overall 
badger bundle shape - trimming saves time in manufacturing, 
but is detrimental to the brush’s performance for the consumer. 
This makes Super Badger shaving brushes very soft, as the 
naturally tapering tips of the hair have not been removed. These 
flexible brushes will guarantee the wet shaver many good years 
of service. 
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Best badger shaving brush

This is made with the finest parts of badger hair and is regarded 
as the benchmark standard of shaving brush manufacturers. 
Because these hairs tend to be a bit longer, it requires less to 
make it brush-ready. The light brown color in a best badger 
shaving brush indicates an above average standard and also 
confirms that the mixture of hair is very pure. The hair is stiffer 
to the touch and is always very popular with wet shavers who 
use their brush to exfoliate their skin at the same time as 
preparing it for shaving. A good quality Best Badger shaving 
brush will also last many years, if properly maintained. 

Pure badger shaving brush

These brushes are made using darker, stiffer badger hair. The 
fibers appear black and have less overall water retention than 
the other kinds of badger hair. These are good introductory 
brushes for new wet shavers and for those who like a scrubbier 
action.

Boar shaving brush

Boar bristle shaving brushes are of a light color and stiff 
nature. They make good starting brushes and can also serve 
as exfoliating aids. Boar bristles are ideal lather-making 
instruments for use with shaving soaps. Some higher quality 
boar brushes are of selected hair that is treated and dyed to 
resemble badger hair. It is natural for boar bristles to lose their 
stiffness with time and usage.
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Shaving brush made of other types of natural hair

Other common types of natural shaving brushes are those filled 
with horse hair or combination horse and badger hair. Horse hair 
lends the brush sturdiness, while badger hair provides softness 
and good water retention, making the combination brushes quite 
versatile. Pure horse hair shaving brushes are similar in bone 
and texture to black or pure badger shaving brushes. For those 
concerned with the ethical sourcing of their brushes, horsehair 
brushes offer the additional benefit of not harming the horse 
during the collection of hair. Some of them feature bleached tips 
to simulate the look of higher quality badger hair.

Synthetic shaving brush 

Along with being more durable, synthetic brushes don’t require 
as much break-in time, are quick drying and are less likely to 
shed like softer natural hair brushes. Their fibers are soft, yet 
resilient and usually require less cream or soap to produce a 
creamy lather. Since they are manmade, they are often very 
affordable. More and more, high quality synthetic brushes are 
being developed to closely mimic the look and feel of badger 
hair. If you’re an animal lover or a vegan, a synthetic brush is a 
great alternative.

How a badger shaving brush is made

The average brush will contain approximately 14,000 hairs, weighted precisely to fit 
the securing ring that holds the brush together. The manufacturing process is highly 
skilled and most of the work is done by hand using traditional tools.

The bundle of hair is combed to remove any hairs not lying straight. The hairs are then 
placed tip-first into a heavy metal forming block which has a concave interior to give 
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it the distinctive dome shape of a quality brush. The end of the brush is tied securely 
with strong thread and then glued into a ring. This fixes the hairs in the finished shape 
of the brush.

The base or the shaft-end of the hairs are sheared off (the tips are never cut as it is the 
fine tips that give the softness in a brush of true quality). The clamped bundle is then 
carefully cemented into the chosen brush handle, creating a luxurious tool that will 
last for many years.

How to prepare your brush for first use

Prior to their first use, a new shaving brush should be washed well using warm soapy 
water. After daily use, rinse the shaving brush under clean, warm water. To dry, place 
the shaving brush in its holder with the bristles facing down. Allow the shaving brush 
to dry thoroughly before storing, as wet or damp may damage the bristles.

How to use and look after your shaving brush

A badger shaving brush is a natural product that, with loving care, should last 10 to 15 
years. When you get a new brush it is quite natural for a few lose hairs to come away 
from the brush in the first few weeks; these are shorter hairs that did not quite reach 
the glue base and this should not be a cause for concern.

Wet your brush thoroughly before use, dip the tip of the brush into the shaving cream 
or soap and lather gently using an up and down motion; when applying the shaving 
cream or soap do not apply too much pressure, causing the badger hair to splay. After 
shaving, rinse the brush gently but thoroughly in clean water, flick the excess water 
away and place the brush in a stand with the hair pointing down. If you do not have a 
stand, leave the brush pointing up rather than horizontal, so that air can get to all hairs 
and dry the brush naturally.

 Natural hair that is left wet can develop mildew; try to avoid enclosing a wet brush 
in a too small space. If you keep it in the bathroom cabinet make sure that it has 
sufficient space to dry. If you shave away from home and keep your shaving brush in 
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a travel tube or kit bag, give it an opportunity to dry as soon as you can. If your brush 
becomes affected by mildew or a build-up of soap, soak it in a solution of Borax, which 
can be obtained from a pharmacy.

Making your choice at last

We know, it’s a lot of information, so let’s sum up and help simplify it for you. 

Some simple rules to follow:

Bigger is not always better. Some big brushes, while certainly looking the part, might 
prove to be slightly impractical; especially due to their tendency to put lather in your 
ears as well as on your face.

Boar and horse bristles will be thicker and scrubbier than badger hair (which tends to 
be the most flexible and have the best water retention qualities).

Soft and flexible is not always the answer. Some men, especially those with thicker 
beard and normal (not sensitive) skin types might end up deciding that a scrubbier 
boar or horse hair brush works best for them.

Grade is not absolute. When it comes to pure, best, super and silvertip badger hair, the 
classification is not uniform across brands and manufacturers. A Simpsons super 
badger might end up being superior to another producer’s silver-tip.

Quality comes at a price. The maxim that you get what you pay for is rather accurate 
when shopping for a shaving brush. Still, you can find some brands with very good 
price/quality ratio. H.L. Thater probably makes the best silver-tip brushes, Vulfix most 
likely has some of the best super badgers and it’s very hard to find a better best-badger 
than the one made by Simpsons.
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Weigh all the factors. Remember that you 
pay not only for the hair grade but also for 
knot-density and craftsmanship. A floppy 
and shedding silver-tip might end up being 
useless compared to a better made, denser 
super-badger brush.

When deciding on a brush, the most 
important thing to do is to match the brush 
to your needs as a shaver. While a soft 
badger brush is clearly the more luxurious 
choice, it doesn’t necessarily mean it’s the 
best choice for every man.
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TIP:!
Choose a handmade brush. 
Machine-made brushes might 
be more prone to shedding 
and their bristles are trimmed 
in order to produce the 
distinctive shape of the brush. 
This last procedure destroys 
the bristles’ soft and very 
elastic tips, the main reason 
for choosing a badger brush. 
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06 THE STRAIGHT RAZOR

A straight, cutthroat, or open razor is a razor with highly sharpened 
blade that folds into its handle. The blade in most of these razors 
is fixed and must be sharpened and maintained by the user from 
the time the razor is bought. Straight razors require a certain level 
of skill to sharpen, hone and maintain, and a measure of care and 
attention when shaving with them.

Deciphering straight razors

Of all personal grooming tasks, shaving is fraught with the clearest possibility of 
disaster, while also possessing the potential for the greatest personal satisfaction. If 
your razor does not have the requisite sharpness and you find you are not gliding a 
properly honed edge but are dragging a dull blade across your cheek, you risk a catch 
or nip at the least, and possibly a serious laceration. The typical method of avoiding 
such an outcome is to rely on the generic disposable razor you can buy at your local 
drugstore. Although you may save your skin, you will not experience true shaving 
exhilaration using such an implement. What if you instead take the leap and invest in 
a straight razor?
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Your first step is to familiarize yourself with the straight razor, also known as the 
cut-throat or open razor. Setting aside for a moment the queasy thrill that the name 
“cut-throat” engenders, investigate the razors available. Usually straight blades can be 
folded into the handle or extended to ready for the task. Compared to the commonly 
available safety or electric razors, the use of a straight razor will require more training 
and practice. Every moment spent preparing as a straight razor expert is worthwhile as 
the shaving results are considered by most to be superior. Convenience does not equate 
with quality in most situations, and shaving is no exception.

Straight razors differ according to a number of variables, including grinding method, 
blade width, and point type. Educating yourself about the types of straight razors assists 
you in making the best choice for your needs and skill. Your razor is one of the most 
personal grooming tools your will ever acquire; you will need one that fits both your 
hand and your approach to the art of straight-razor shaving. Take your time to get this 
essential step right and you will never look back.

After all, with the appropriate tools and proper technique, a gentleman with a straight 
razor in hand can surpass the performance of the most-skilled barbering professional. 
The control you feel when you are gliding that exquisitely sharp blade over your own 
face is absolutely exhilarating, partially because of the danger inherent in keeping such 
a lethal edge close to your tender flesh. 
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Straight razor types

According to Grinding Method

Grinding methods refer to two aspects of the razor. The first describes the curvature 
of the straight razor’s cross section. The second involves the blade’s final shape post-
grinding by its manufacturer. A general guideline for wet shavers to follow is the 
thinner the grind, the closer the shave.

If a straight razor has a hollow grind, its sides have concave cross sections. Nearly all 
straight razors crafted today are of this type. Fewer than one percent of contemporary 
blades are non-hollow grind. Full hollow ground razors are extremely sharp and 
therefore produce the closest shave

A razor with linear cross section sides is termed a straight or flat grind. A full wedge 
razor is a flat razor with no concave shape. Rare today, this type of razor was popular 
in the late 1800s. 

Full Wedge
A full wedge razor is a flat razor with no concave shape. Full wedge 
straight razors were the standard style in the 18th and 19th centuries 
but became increasingly unpopular with the innovations of hollow 
grinding.   

Quarter Hollow
A quarter hollow grind has been hollow one quarter of the full hollow. 
As one of the more easier blades to use and maintain, quarter hollow 
blades are recommended for those with thick hair.
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Half-Hollow
It is uncommon to find a half-hollow blade, identified by a slight 
concave down the middle. Half-hollows produce a close shave and 
are a bit heavier than other grinds.  

Full-Hollow
The most popular type of blade grind is the full-hollow. If a straight 
razor has a hollow grind, its sides have concave cross sections. 
Nearly all straight razors crafted today are of this type. Fewer 
than one percent of contemporary blades are non-hollow grind. 
Full-hollows are known to produce an extremely close shave and 
comfortable shave.

According to Blade Width

Razor blade widths are usually measured as an eighth of an inch. Typical sizes 
vary from 3/8 of an inch to 7/8 of an inch, with the odd blade measuring a full 
inch. Although a wider blade lasts longer, it requires more dexterity, training and 
experience. Preferred for their ease of sharpening and shaving, razors with thinner 
blades wear out more quickly.

Extremely narrow blades can be a shaving challenge, as they tend to sink into - rather 
than glide over - the skin. Widths of 5/8” and 6/8” are a good compromise for effective 
shaving, stress-less sharpening and length of service. They are also the best choice 
for the less experienced wet shaver. 
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According to Point Type 
 
The point profile of the straight razor is another blade variable. 

end in a semicircle shape; neither end has sharp points. 
This type can be a good beginner’s razor as it is relatively 
safe and more forgiving of the straight-razor novice and 
their skin.

have a straight point profile that ends at a very sharp 
point, resulting in a perpendicular angle to the cutting 
edge. Coveted by accomplished straight-razor users, these 
models permit tight, precision trimming. For areas that 
are hard to reach, this may be the only option that will 
provide a satisfactory result. Care needs to be taken with 
these razors, and it is not uncommon for a less experienced 
shaver to risk a nick or cut while using.

are an elegant option for the experienced straight razor 
lover. They have sharper angled curves, and a point profile 
that resembles a quarter circle. They are similar to the 
sharp, spike or square point razors in some respects, but 
their edge does not end as abruptly. A good option for 
precision shaves, a French point razor can be a good bridge 
between a round and square point razor.
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Blade materials

Straight razor blades are produced with two main materials: carbon steel and 
stainless steel. While it does require a little more maintenance, carbon steel is the 
more popular option due to its sharper edge and comfortable shave.  

Which one should I choose?

For most men choosing their first straight razor, they will select a standard design: 
a round point, full hollow blade with a 5/8” or 6/8” measurement. Keep in mind your 
budget, and plan accordingly. Here are a few pointers:

Do you prefer stainless steel, or carbon steel? Stainless will require less 
maintenance, but carbon steel will hold a better edge

Do you prefer an inexpensive plastic set of scales, or a more expensive wood 
or carbon fiber one?

Many countries around the world produce extraordinary blades, but some of the most 
acclaimed come from France, Germany, Japan, and the United States. From France, 
look for mention of the city of Thiers. With its lengthy history in cutlery and smithing, 
it has a centuries-long reputation for excellent steel. 

In Germany, Solingen has a similar reputation for excellence. Nicknamed the City 
of Steel, Solingen has a fabled history of swordsmithing, and is now known for their 
pocket knives, chef knives, straight razors, and manicure sets. 
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Stropping

Stropping a razor is an essential part of the maintenance needed to keep your straight 
razor in top condition. However, it is not enough on its own, because stropping is 
limited in what it can do for the razor blade. Under ideal circumstances, a razor should 
also be honed as the need arises, while also receiving regular stropping to fix more 
minor problems with its edge.

Stropping a straight razor blade means running the razor along a strip of material 
called a strop, until it has regained its sharpness. The principles behind the practice 
are simple. Over time, both organic and inorganic detritus build up on the razor 
blade, resulting in a film that causes it to drag as the razor glides across both hair 
and skin. Furthermore, portions of the blade fall out of alignment, resulting in an 
uneven shaving edge. Stropping serves to remove the build-up, while also forcing 
the misaligned portions back into a straight edge. Some practitioners even use 
compounds to help polish the metal of the razor and hone it for a sharper edge in the 
process.
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Here are the steps in the stropping process:

Attach the strop to a strong and secure attachment point. For a lot of wet 
shavers, this might be a hook in their bathroom. It is possible to use your strop 
without securing it, but we don’t recommend it. 

You don’t always need to use stropping compounds. However, we often 
recommend that beginners use a strop paste before advancing to honing. These 
pastes are used to maintain the edge of a dulling honed razor when the effects 
of stropping no longer enhance the performance of a razor. 

If using a paste, remember only a little of the compound is needed to achieve 
the desired effect. Dab some of the compound on a cloth and then rub it onto the 
surface of the strop.

Once the strop has been secured, use your non-dominant hand to hold it taut 
using its unattached end. Using your dominant hand, rest the straight razor 
on the strop so that its edge is resting flat on the material. Make sure that the 
razor’s spine is resting on the strop since this ensures an even stropping.

Place your razor on your strop with the edge facing away from you. This way, 
your first stroke will bring the razor toward your body. 

Once the first stroke is complete, flip the razor over so that the edge is now 
facing you. Your second stroke should have the same slow, gentle motion of 
your first, moving in the opposite direction. 
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Repeat the strokes until the edge has been stropped to your satisfaction. Bear 
in mind that stropping should be a fast process, with each stroke taking about 
a second.

Once the razor has been stropped to your satisfaction, you can run tests to 
gauge its newfound sharpness. The simplest method is to shave using the 
stropped razor. One of the most popular alternatives is to hold the razor in your 
hand and then run your moistened thumb across rather than along its edge. 
Remembering this is important because it is easier than one might imagine to 
open one’s thumb on a sharpened razor edge. The desired sensation is different 
from person to person, but for most individuals, the edge should be holding 
onto but not biting into your thumb.

Honing 

For help achieving that desirable smooth shave, honing should be practiced regularly 
and is another necessary element of razor maintenance.

Honing the edge of your blade doesn’t have to feel like work and is the perfect time 
to slow your pace, relax, and enjoy yourself. This is a procedure that is best done 
slowly. Don’t think of it as a race to the finish line - doing so might lead you to make 
errors that could damage the blade, and require even more time to correct. Make 
sure you follow the manufacturer’s instructions when it comes to wetting your hone. 
Some may require a splash of water while others may require soaking. Natural hones 
typically require water while artificial stones typically do not. That’s why it is so 
important to check the specifications of the particular model you are using before 
you begin.
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When you begin honing, make sure the edge and back 
of the straight razor blade remains in constant contact 
with your hone, and always use a light touch and an 
even pressure while you are stroking the blade. Leading 
with the edge of the blade, slide the razor up the hone 
while keeping the edge and back of the blade in contact. 
At the end of your first stroke, simply roll the blade so it 
faces the opposite direction without removing it from 
the stone or allowing it to lose contact. Repeat this 
process of up and down strokes approximately 10 times 
before checking the edge for sharpness. Honing your 
razor should be done about every 6 – 8 weeks, or when 
stropping becomes ineffective.

Natural vs. Artificial Hones 

There are two basic types of hones: natural hones and artificial hones. However, they 
both serve the same purpose, to sharpen straight razors in between uses. In addition, 
there are many different variations within the two main categories of hones. Hones are 
also commonly known as sharpening stones.

Some common natural hones are called Belgian Yellow Coticules or Belgian Blue 
Coticules. The names of these hones accurately reflect what they are, both in origin 
and in substance. These stones are mined from Belgium and they come in both yellow 
and blue varieties. The name coticule comes from the Latin word coticula, which 
means whetstone. These natural hones, or coticules, come in several different sizes. 
The physical beauty of these natural hones is that no two look exactly the same due to 
naturally occurring variations in their appearance.

Belgian Blue Coticules have a normal grit of 4000. Belgian Yellow Coticules have a 
normal grit of 8000 without a slurry or 6000 when used with a slurry; they come with 
a slurry stone. Both stones are often used in conjunction, with the blue stone used first 
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and the yellow stone used last. Because these are natural stones, there may be some 
variation in the grit. Speaking of stones, a lapping stone is recommended to round the 
long edges of the natural hone before use. Using a lapping stone to prepare the hone 
helps prevent denting the straight razor blade during sharpening. Sandpaper can be 
used as an alternative to a lapping stone. These natural stones sharpen a straight razor’s 
edge to provide a smooth, clean shave. Belgian Yellow Coticules are less plentiful than 
Belgian Blue Coticules. Unfortunately, these stones are likely to become more scarce as 
time goes on; they are currently being mined from only one quarry in Belgium.

In addition to the Belgian Coticules, there are several other types of natural hones. 
Escher German Stones and Japanese natural stones are even less common than the 
stones that are mined in Belgium. Escher German Stones came from a quarry that is 
largely no longer accessible. Most of the quarry where these stones were mined is now 
a protected nature reserve. Therefore, the number of remaining stones available to the 
public is extremely limited, and their shapes and sizes are dictated by the veins in the 
stone. However, it is still possible to obtain vintage stones from resellers. Japanese 
natural stones were mined from several quarries in Japan. Unfortunately, the most 
prominent of these quarries has been closed since 1967. These Japanese stones are 
categorized into two main groups, Higashi Mono and Nishimono, which mean eastern 
things and western things, respectively. The eastern stones are generally finishing 
stones with finer grits, while the western stones are coarser. Like the other natural 
hones, supplies are limited, but purchasing vintage stones may be an option.

Artificial hones are used like natural hones but with less preparation and maintenance. 
Artificial hones are easier to use and maintain than their natural counterparts because 
lapping, oiling, or soaking are not required before use. These artificial hones are 
appropriate for wet or dry use. They are not mined. Rather, they are manmade. Since 
they are synthetic, there is no variation in grit. Users get exactly what they expect. 
Coarse artificial hones may also be used as lapping stones for natural hones. Artificial 
hones provide a sharp edge that is crisper than natural hones produce. Some users 
combine a synthetic hone with a natural hone for the best of both worlds.
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How to shave with a straight razor

If you’ve already mastered the safety razor, moving up to a straight might seem 
like a big jump, but many of the techniques are the same. However, as you are now 
responsible for maintaining the edge of your blade, you will quickly find that the most 
basic rule for safe and thorough shaving is to obtain and maintain an optimally sharp 
blade. A sharp blade is, perhaps ironically, a safe blade. Keep in mind that the fewer 
passes over the face, the safer and higher quality the shave. Keep your razor keen, and 
the hair is easily severed with the least pressure on the face.

Prepare your face by taking a hot shower or hold a hot wet towel 
against your face until it cools off. If you take the second option, 
do it twice to make sure the facial hair you want to cut is ready. 
After all, soft whiskers cut easier than dry whiskers, so a little 
prep goes a long way!

Soak your brush in a bowl of the hottest water possible from the 
tap. If you’re using badger hair brush, tone down the temperature 
to warm so you don’t destroy the tips of the bristles. Use your 
hand to squeeze out the water from your brush and pour out the 
water from your bowl. Add a small dollop of shaving cream to the 
bowl and make a thick lather with your brush (see: using your 
shaving brush).

Add some hot water to your facial hair and apply the shaving 
cream with your brush, swirling until you form stiff peaks over 
the entire area you want to shave. Make sure you get right into 
the beard as much as you can, getting into every nook and 
cranny where possible.

06 T H E  S T R A I G H T  R A Z O R
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Depending on the thickness of your facial hair, leave the foam 
there for at least five minutes. This part is optional, with the 
main consideration being that the facial hair is completely 
covered to protect the skin and guide the blade.

Pull the skin tight in the area where you are going to apply the 
razor. When you’re starting out, to get the right angle, sit the 
blade almost flush on your face, then lift it slightly to get roughly 
a 30-degree angle. This is to protect you from slicing your skin, 
and to give you the closest shave possible. Don’t apply too much 
pressure as it shouldn’t be needed to cut the hair away.

For the best quality shave, make several passes of the blade, 
washing your face and lathering up between each pass. Start 
with short strokes, the first series of which should be with the 
grain (in the direction of the hair growth), the second pass 
sideways to the grain, and then finish with a longer stroke 
against the grain. This final stroke is when most accidents occur. 
As a beginner, you may want to just do the first pass with the 
grain until you feel comfortable with the process before moving 
onto the second and third passes.

Be careful around the neck area, and it’s best not to use the 
sideways pass here. Some people prefer not to use the lather in 
the third pass so they can see what hair they have left to shave, 
but this is up to you.

06 T H E  S T R A I G H T  R A Z O R
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Use cold water to rinse any remaining lather from your face. This 
will help close the pores. Dry the razor between the scales and 
the handle with toilet paper or paper towel, then strop the razor 
with a leather strop. Finally, protect the blade from moisture 
damage and rust by applying blade oil.

Rinse your brush with water and hang it upside down to dry it 
out, especially if it’s made with a type of badger hair. To finish the 
job off properly add a nice smelling aftershave as it reduces skin 
irritation and leaves your skin looking healthy. Then if you feel 
like it, dab on a small amount of talcum powder.

Kamisoris

These almost-mythical Japanese blades are somewhat different from their western 
counterparts. Just as with Japanese chef knives, so too do Japanese straight razors 
bear a slightly different design. First, and most noticeably, they are one fixed piece of 
steel. There are no scales to fold and protect the blade. 

Secondly, they are often single-bevel, instead of double-bevel. This means that the 
razor is only sharpened on one side, and will require a modified technique to shave and 
to hone. This is because Japanese Kamisoris were originally designed to be used by 
barbers. With the right technique, though, anyone can master this altered style. 

Forged by the descendants of Samurai, these modern-day Katanas are exceedingly 
rare, and often expensive. Made with the finest steel and forged by hand, a Kamisori 
razor is as much a treasure as it is a tool.

06 T H E  S T R A I G H T  R A Z O R
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07 SOAPS & CREAMS

Differences between the two 

Men all over the globe shave with either a soap or a cream, yet 
many don’t know the real difference between the two. So, what is 
the difference? Is one better than the other? 

Ingredients

Shaving cream is a softer substance, offering a paste-like consistency, and it’s typically 
sold in portly hand-sized tubs or tubes. Most wet-shavers use the traditional artisanal 
kind as opposed to the cheaper aerosol ones, a choice motivated by the more natural 
ingredients contained in the former. Shaving creams adhere directly to a soaked 
shave brush, and they’re much quicker to form a lather. The scent of a shaving cream 
tends to stay for much longer than that of a shaving soap, and the formula usually 
contains a higher concentration of water and potassium hydroxide to keep its creamy 
consistency. Shaving soap is either hard or semi-hard, and it’s usually sold in a 
wrapped bar. 

Generally, soaps contain a glycerin and fat base, lubricating your skin during the shave 
and leaving it hydrated once it’s complete. Higher quality soap is triple-milled; this 

https://www.fendrihan.com/collections/shaving-creams
https://www.fendrihan.com/collections/shaving-soaps
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formulation process helps generate a richer, more profuse lather, offering proper splay 
over your stubble. Shaving soaps require slightly more effort to create a lather with 
due to their hard surface. They work best when used in combination with a boar bristle 
shave brush, which has a stiffer backbone and can do most of the work releasing 
the suds. While it takes more effort to generate a lather with shaving soap, the lather 
and the bar tend to last longer, persisting throughout your shave and requiring less 
frequent replacing.

In the end, no one product is conclusively better than the other; it all depends on your 
unique personal preferences. 

Hard Soft

Requires more effort to generate a 
lather

Requires less effort to generate a 
lather

Produces a more stable lather Produces a more profuse lather

Bar usually lasts longer Shaving cream is used up faster

Scent fades more quickly, beneficial 
for sensitive skin

Scent stays for longer, leaving skin 
pleasantly scented

Works best with boar bristle brushes
Works best with badger bristles, but 
can work with any kind of bristles

Shaving Soap: Shaving Cream:

www.fendrihan.com
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What to look for when choosing a soap 

Most men have a few things in common when looking for the perfect product. 
Everyone wants a thick, rich lather that will lubricate the skin and provide a smooth, 
close shave without irritation, bumps, or razor burn. For some men, that means using 
a lightly scented soap especially formulated for sensitive skin with ingredients like 
aloe and green tea. Other men may prefer a shaving soap with a strong fragrance that 
lingers long after the process of shaving is complete. Gentlemen may choose from 
soap scented with the aroma of coconuts, violets, sandalwood, lime, rose and many 
other heavenly fragrances.

Remember, what constitutes the best shaving soap is a very personal decision. Don’t 
be afraid to experiment until you find the perfect one for you.

Fitting a Square Soap into a Round Bowl: How to Fit Your Shaving Soap into Your 
Shaving Bowl

In a traditional wet shaving routine, you have a razor, a brush, a soap, and a bowl — 
simple. But what happens when the soap doesn’t fit the bowl? This can derail your 
morning shave just as surely when the soap is too large for your bowl as when it’s too 
small. Let’s go over the solution to both potential problems.
In any situation, the first step is to take preventative measures: Invest in a shaving 
bowl that suits the dimensions of your other wet shaving tools. If you have a 
large tablet of soap and a brush with a robust head of bristles, buy a bowl that will 
accommodate their breadth. You’ll want to look at bowls that have a larger width 
so that the brush and soap can fit in, and bowls with more depth, so that the lather 
produced from the soap doesn’t spill over the edge of the bowl.

In cases where your soap tablet is too big to fit in your shaving bowl, take a traditional 
hand-grater, and shave down the sides of your soap tablet. Make sure to collect the 
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soap gratings as you shave, as these will come in use later on. Once the body of your 
soap tablet is small enough to sit inside your bowl, take your gratings and pack them 
down over the crude edges of your soap, where there are pockets of space between 
the bowl’s edge and your soap tablet. Once you’ve packed in enough gratings to secure 
your soap in the bowl, pour a few teaspoonful’s of water over the grated soap area, and 
tamp it down again. When you’re done, cover the bowl and let it sit overnight. The next 
day, it should be ready for use. Note: using the face of your grater with the smallest 
apertures will produce your best results, as the gratings are easier to pack, the more 
finely grated they are.

In the case that your soap is too small for your bowl, and you find that it’s shifting 
around while you swirl a lather from it with your shaving brush, use your grater and 
repeat the same process. Another option is to grind the entire soap tablet into soap 
flakes, and to re-pack these into the bowl so that you can work up a lather more easily, 
the whole soap through.

And before you consider taking a short-cut by melting your soap, don’t: In melting 
your soap, you risk letting it overheat or keeping it heated for too long, burning away 
the soap’s fragrance and chemical properties that allow for proper lubrication and 
lathering—properties you need in order to successfully shave.

www.fendrihan.com
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08 AFTERSHAVE

Aftershaves are one of the most important products in a man’s 
shaving regime. Not only does a good aftershave help soothe and 
protect the skin, but it can also act as an antiseptic to prevent 
infection of cuts and razor bumps. 

What they’re for: Nick Control, Antiseptic and Moisturizer

Aftershaves for men are not just used for their aromatic characteristics. They also 
contain antiseptic properties to disinfect the skin and prevent infection in case of 
cuts. A good aftershave lotion contains menthol properties to numb damaged skin and 
relieve it of painful sensations. When buying aftershaves, be sure to choose well and 
study the labels. For men with sensitive or dry skin, it’s usually a good idea to avoid 
aftershave lotions with a high alcohol content. 

Aftershaves, if scented, generally have 1-3% fragrance concentration, and colognes 
have around 2-5%. This means that scented aftershaves usually only last between one 
and two hours after application, and the scent is milder.

Natural and Organic Aftershaves 

Natural, organic, and preservative-free fragrances are gaining popularity. Fragrances 
made using plant ingredients, aloe, essential oils, and pure alcohols are the newest 
trend appealing largely to millennials. Brands such as Speick, Edwin Jagger and the 

https://www.fendrihan.com/collections/aftershaves
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Gentlemens Refinery are among the brands offering natural products, free of any 
synthetic materials. These are particularly attractive to vegans and those with gluten 
and lactose allergies. 

What’s the Difference Between Colognes, Parfums, and Eau de Toilettes? 
 
In the world of fragrances, things can get pretty confusing with all the brand names 
we see while scanning store shelves: eau de parfum, eau de toilette, cologne, even eau 
de cologne. But are these just fancy French variations of the same thing or are they 
distinct products? 

In fact, the different names correspond to fragrance concentration levels. In each 
scented formula, there’s a ratio of concentrated fragrance oils to water and ethanol, 
and scents range from pure concentrated fragrance mixed with water, to almost 
all water and ethanol. The exact ingredients of the fragrance oils depends on the 
particular product, and brands like to keep their special formulas a secret. But, as 
a general rule of thumb, the more concentrated fragrance in a formula, the more 
expensive it’ll be, and the stronger scent you’ll have.

On the low-concentration end, we have aftershaves and colognes—or eau de cologne 
(the last two terms are synonymous). Aftershaves, if scented, generally have 1-3% 
fragrance concentration, and colognes have around 2-5%. This means that aftershaves 
won’t last as long as a cologne, and their scent won’t be as strong. 

Interestingly, the concentration doesn’t only affect the strength of a scent, but also 
affects its quality. Each scent has an anatomy, consisting of head, heart, and base 
notes, and all of these terms relate to the temporal sequence of effusion, with specific 
sets of notes released at designated times. That means that when a low-concentration 
fragrance is applied, its sillage is weaker, and so only the head notes are scented, 
hence changing the quality of the scent as a whole.

www.fendrihan.com
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Moving one step up in concentration, we have the eau de toilette, sometimes called 
eau fraiche or fresh water, which typically contains between 5 and 10% fragrance oil 
concentration. Next, there’s eau de parfum, which ranges between 10 and 15%, lasting 
up to 5 hours long. Eau de parfum is concentrated enough to bring forth heart notes, 
again influencing the quality of the scent. At the highest level of concentration, lasting 
up to 7 hours, we have good old perfume, bringing forward all head, heart, and base 
notes contained in the fragrance. Perfumes can range from 15 to 40%, with an average 
concentration of 25%, sometimes containing no alcohol in the formula whatsoever.

The next thing you might be wondering is why there’s a seeming gender disparity 
between cologne and perfume, with more men wearing cologne, and women, perfume. 
The truth is that there’s no hard and fast gender designation, but men tend toward 
mild scents, and women, toward stronger ones. Generally, colognes are marketed 
toward men, and perfumes toward women, but men’s perfumes and women’s colognes 
are sold around the world. In these cases, it comes down to ingredients and the 
experience. The type of scents that are typically found in men’s fragrances appear 
less often in women’s: for instance, you’ll commonly find notes of musk, sandalwood, 
whiskey, and leather in men’s fragrances, whereas women’s feature an array of floral 
notes.

How to choose? 

Different concentrations can last different lengths of time, and the fragrance can 
vary. To find the one that’s right for you, consider how long you’ll need to go before you 
can freshen up. Choose a smell you can stand to be around all day – and even more 
importantly, choose one the people around you can stand, too!

www.fendrihan.com


49www.fendrihan.com

08 A F T E R S H AV E

Differences between balms, splashes, etc. 

In addition to aftershaves, there are a variety of post-shave products on the market, 
including balms and lotions, designed to protect the skin. We’ve broken down the main 
differences below to help you decide which is best for you: 

Aftershave Splash / Aftershave Tonic

The traditional aftershave splash aims to prevent infections and 
irritation from cuts and is alcohol-based. Due to this, aftershave 
tends to burn slightly when applied to the face after shaving. 
This burning sensation will typically last a few seconds before 
providing a soothing and refreshing feeling. 

Aftershave splash also provides a milder fragrance which some 
men prefer over cologne. Those who are prone to cuts prefer 
aftershave for its antiseptic nature but be aware that it can dry 
out your skin. 

Aftershave Balm 

Aftershave balm offers a milder post-shave experience 
and focuses more on moisturizing and hydrating the skin. 
Typically, balms are alcohol-free and contain nourishing natural 
ingredients like Vitamin E, Coconut Oil and Witch Hazel. 

Men with dry skin often prefer applying balm because of its 
soothing nature. Unlike splashes, balms are lightly scented and 
give off a very faint fragrance. 

https://www.fendrihan.com/collections/aftershave-splashes
https://www.fendrihan.com/collections/aftershave-balms
www.fendrihan.com
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Aftershave Lotion

Lotions are another alternative which can be best described as 
a compromise between a splash and a balm. While most lotions 
contain alcohol, the concentration is much lower than that of 
a splash. Lotions may also include moisturizing agents which 
replicates the soothing feeling achieved by balms. 

Aftershave Remedies

Once you are done shaving, your skin is raw and at its most 
vulnerable. It’s important to rinse your face thoroughly and tap 
your face dry with a towel. When dry, apply an aftershave, balm 
or lotion to sooth and protect your skin.

All in all, if you don’t want to end up with those obnoxious razor bumps or irritation, it’s 
important to develop a good post-shave routine. Prevention is your best defense. 

https://www.fendrihan.com/pages/search-results-page?q=aftershave+lotion
https://www.fendrihan.com/pages/search-results-page?q=aftershave+remedies
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09 ACCESSORIES

Accessories make the perfect companion for any man of distinction. 
While trends are ever-changing, there are a few staple accessories that 
offer men classic style and sophistication. 

Dopp / Toiletry Bag: For the man on the go, a classic Dopp or Toiletry 
Bag has enough room to store all your grooming essentials while 
keeping them organized and protected. Choose leather for timeless 
style and sophistication or opt for canvas or nylon for a more casual 
look. A military roll is another option if you’re looking to save a 
little space in your overnight bag or luggage. These usually have 
designated areas for your grooming essentials and keep all your 
supplies secure and together. 

Overnight Bag: An overnight bag is the perfect size to bring all your 
essentials with you for the night or weekend. Available in a number 
of materials, such as leather, nylon and fabric, they are stylish and 
convenient. 

Travel Shaving Brush: When selecting a travel brush, it’s best to 
choose one that is quick-drying. Look for ones that are designed to 
dry in their containers or go for a synthetic brush with durable fibers. 
Keep it safe from damage and dirt by storing it in a brush travel tube 
or select one with a turn-back handle that offers equal protection. 

https://www.fendrihan.com/pages/search-results-page?q=Dopp+%2F+Toiletry+Bag&page=1
https://www.fendrihan.com/collections/overnight-bags
https://www.fendrihan.com/collections/travel-razors-and-brushes
www.fendrihan.com
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Travel Razors: When travelling, it is best to bring your own travel 
razor and not settle for random toiletry products. Detachable 
and portable razors, or ‘travel razors’, are extremely popular 
because of their small size and compact nature. They offer a 
great shave and often come with travel cases for easy storage. A 
slight downfall of the travel razor is its size; it is much smaller 
and may not provide the closest shave that you’re used to. They 
also tend to be light, which can be disappointing if you’re used to 
shaving with a heavy razor.

Razor Head Cover: If you prefer travelling with your full-size 
razor, protect it with a simple leather head cover. This will also 
ensure that the blade does not come into contact with other 
materials or soaps.

Disposable Blades: Blades packaged in plastic containers and 
those that come with a disposable area on the back are perfect 
for travelling. We always recommend brining a few extra bags 
in checked baggage when travelling by air or purchasing them 
once you reach your destination. 

Travel Soaps and Creams: Soaps and creams that come in tubs 
with screw top lids or tubes are the most convenient option for 
travelling. They won’t take up too much space and are fairly 
lightweight. 

Travel Aftershave and Cologne: Travel size aftershave and 
colognes or roll-on colognes come in convenient travel bottles 
and are perfect for those on-the-go. To eliminate the risk of 
bottles breaking, we advise purchasing products in plastics 
bottles when available.

https://www.fendrihan.com/collections/razor-head-covers
https://www.fendrihan.com/collections/travel-razors-and-brushes
www.fendrihan.com
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Shaving Stand:  Whether in wood, plastic, or metal, a shaving 
stand adds longevity to razors and brushes. An optional and often 
overlooked accessory, a stand allows bristles to dry straight and 
ensures proper storage and care of your brush and other grooming 
products. You may not need to purchase a stand if you leave your 
brush to dry in a well-ventilated area. Travel brushes also come 
with a ventilated case to facilitate drying during storage. 

Varying brush and stand dimensions can make choosing a stand 
a bit complicated. Be sure to measure the knot size of your brush, 
as well as the length of the brush, against the stand to determine 
the best fit. Measurements can be a bit tricky so it’s best to look for 
stands that are one or two knot sizes larger than the brush. To take 
out the guess work, you can also purchase a brush and stand set or 
a brush, stand and razor set.  

Bowls: Soap bowls are a great investment to extend the life of your 
soap and add aesthetic charm to your bathroom. Soap bowls can 
be found in porcelain, pewter, ceramic, wood, concrete, plastic, 
glass, and metal and can have an average starting price of $25, 
which includes soap.

Styptic Pencils: Styptic pencils are used immediately after 
shaving to safely and effectively stop any bleeding caused by 
nicks and cuts. Unlike the alum block, styptic pencils are not 
applied on the entire shaved area. Rather, the pencil should only 
be directly applied on nicks or cuts which will likely cause a mild 
burning sensation. For sanitary reasons, it’s important to rinse a 
styptic pencil before and after each use (see: how to use an alum 
block). 

Another benefit of styptic pencils is their size, which makes them 
ideal for travelling - and exceptionally affordable.

https://www.fendrihan.com/collections/stands-for-razors-and-shaving-brushes
https://www.fendrihan.com/collections/mugs-and-shaving-bowls
https://www.fendrihan.com/pages/search-results-page?q=Styptic+Pencils
www.fendrihan.com


CONCLUSION  

It is our goal at Fendrihan to give every man the 

complete grooming experience. We hope you found 

this guide informative and are ready to introduce 

the art of wet shaving into your everyday grooming 

routine. In selecting tools, remember the best thing 

you can do is choose those that are the best fit for you. 

Happy Grooming! 

Have a question about something 
you read? Want to know more?

Contact us anytime at 
customerservice@fendrihan.com, 
on our Facebook here, or on Twitter here. 

https://www.facebook.com/FendrihanShop/
https://twitter.com/Fendrihan

