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Program Notes

24 Lyric Preludes, a unified cycle of contrasting pieces in all major and minor keys, may be played in sequence, by 
book, or excerpted in any order that makes musical sense. As in Chopin's 24 Préludes for piano, each major key is 
paired with its relative minor. But these preludes move softly down a descending ladder of thirds and flat-wise around 
the circle of fifths. Many aspects of the trumpeter's stock-in-trade are explored—double-tonguing, lip slurs, extremes 
of range and volume—as well as references to rhythms, patterns and problems encountered by the orchestral 
player. The tonal spectrum may be widened further through judicious use of cornet and flugelhorn and creative 
choice of mutes. (Wherever con sordino appears, the choice is up to the player.) While there are a few notable links 
between movements (e.g., the Improvisation to the Nocturne; the return of the Prelude tune in the Finale), 
each piece deals with a characteristic style or musical idea, and most stand on their own. The piano is an equal 
partner throughout.
        I'd like to acknowledge the insight and lasting influence of my trumpet teachers: Richard Jones, Vincent 
Cichowicz and Luther Didrickson. I am grateful to Philip Norris, who offered invaluable suggestions, and I owe a 
special debt of thanks to David Baldwin, who presented the premiere, and made the work his own through his 
virtuosity and creative enthusiasm.  -DET
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24 Lyric Preludes

Book I
1. Invitation

(C Major)

2. Fluid dynamics
(A minor)

Trumpet in B-flat
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14. An Insect's Life
(E-flat minor)
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23. Siciliano
(G major)

22.  Valse nostalgique
(B minor)
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24. Finale
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24 Lyric Preludes
for Trumpet and Piano

Book I
1. Invitation

(C Major)
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6. Galop
(G minor)
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10. Proclamation
(F minor)
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17. Song of  the Jester
(E major)
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22. Valse nostalgique
(B minor)
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