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    This book is designed to bridge the gap between elementary level clef studies and 
advanced etudes such as the Blazhevich Clef Studies.

    In my opinion, material for the study of clefs at the intermediate level should meet the 
following requirements:

1. The music should be unfamiliar to eliminate playing by rote.

2. It should be melodically simple, i.e. traditional, because mistakes can be heard and 
corrected easily.

3. It should eliminate clef changes entirely. Clef changes within a piece of music do 
not belong at this stage of study.

4. The tessitura should be conservative. This is not the time for high register practice 
or the reading of low notes in alto clef.

    In addition to fulfilling these requirements, the 36 melodies contained in this book
(by mostly obscure composers) are excellent for developing breath control, phrasing, 
and legato. However, these techniques, along with an extended range, are not a 
prerequisite for the use of the book. 

    To further simplify the learning process, I would recommend playing all the tenor clef 
melodies (odd numbers) as a group—then all the alto clef melodies (even numbers) as a 
group—and finally alternating between tenor and alto melodies.
                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                        Ralph Sauer
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