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Notes
Gesualdo Three Motets

Nineteen Gesualdo motets were published in Naples in 1603 in a collection called Sacrarum Cantionum Liber
Primus. Three of these sacred works for five voices (SATTB) are transcribed here for five trombones. The
three motets in this set fit well together in performance, and work extremely well for large trombone choirs

or as few as five players. They have been transposed from the original key, and editorial dynamics have been
added to guide the performers. Modern time signatures are indicated, along with suggested tempi. Phrasing
and breath marks have also been provided to reflect the original text.

The music of Carlo Gesualdo often employs harmonic motion that is surprising even to modern ears. Gesualdo
is often called “pre-Wagnerian” because of the chromaticism in his compositions. These three motets provide
an opportunity for the trombone ensemble to program music of the late Renaissance period while challenging
the performers and audience in many subtle and unexpected ways.
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THREE MOTETS

for five part Trombone ensemble
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Three Motets - Gesualdo
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THREE MOTETS

Bass Trombone

Carlo Gesualdo
transcribed by Bradley Palmer

for five part Trombone ensemble
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