
Grade 3 Program of Studies for Alberta

For your convenience, an educator has condensed into point form the main, specific objectives of the 
Alberta Grade 3 Program of Studies. For more detail, please refer to Alberta Education’s complete 
Program of Studies for Grade 3.

Art
- interpret artworks
- record or document activities, people, and discoveries
- illustrate or tell a story
- create an original composition
- develop themes, with an emphasis on social concerns, based on plants and animals, environ-

ments and places, manufactured or human-made things, fantasy, and people
- mixed media and techniques in drawing, painting, print making, sculpture, fabric arts, photog-

raphy, and technographic arts

Health
- factors that affect choices for physical activity
- positive health habits, such as proper lifting and good posture
- factors that affect body characteristics (genetics, environment, etc.)
- Canada Food Guide
- say no to tobacco, etc.
- how to avoid bullying (say no, get away, tell people where you are, avoid dares)
- how to be safe (food prep and storage)
- street safety
- what to do in an emergency (call for help; don’t move the victim)
- share positive feelings with others
- good manners
- how to deal with stress/change
- how to express feelings (anger, etc.)
- how to build friendships
- how to include others
- how conflict affects relationships
- group work
- fair play
- test taking
- problem solving
- goal setting
- examine personal skills and talents
- responsibilities at home and at school
- volunteering

Language Arts
- examine organization of different texts (stories, letters, dictionaries, etc.)
- predict words and sentence structure (grammar)
- make predictions and draw conclusions
- identify main idea and details
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- read silently with fluency and comprehension
- extend sight vocabulary
- recognize headings, paragraphs, punctuation, quotation marks, caps, commas in a series, ques-

tion marks, and exclamation marks
- phonics
- alphabetical order (first and second letters); dictionary
- listening and viewing from a variety of cultures (humour, non-fiction, poetry, adventure, fairy 

tales, etc.)
- connect text to personal experiences
- analyze plot, setting, and characters
- recognize repeated humour, sound effects, and poetic effects
- organize ideas before writing
- sentence variety
- vary story beginnings
- add details to setting and characters
- non-fiction research/jot notes/organization/paragraphs/bibliography/presentation
- edit for complete sentences
- legible printing
- cursive writing
- keyboard skills
- vocabulary
- subject-verb agreement
- adjectives and adverbs
- spell three-syllable words
- learn irregular plurals
- identify frequently misspelled words and develop strategies
- capitals in titles
- use periods, commas, question marks, exclamation marks, and quotation marks
- apostrophes for contractions and possession

Phys Ed
- locomotor (walk, run, hop, jump, leap, roll, skip, gallop, climb, slide, swim)
- non-locomotor (turn, twist, swing, balance, bend, land, stretch, curl, hang)
- manipulative (catch, collect, dribble, carry, bounce, trap, throw, kick, strike)
- dance
- gymnastics
- manipulate small objects (e.g., juggle)
- games
- flexibility, endurance, strength, cardio-respiratory activities
- body image, physical well-being, good health
- fair play, communication, etiquette, teamwork
- positive attitude, ability to follow directions, safety, warm-up and cool-down
- set a short-term effort/participation goal for one physical activity
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Math
Number

-     say the number sequence 0 to 1000 forward and backward by:
•  5s, 10s, or 100s, using any starting point
•  3s, using starting points that are multiples of 3
•  4s, using starting points that are multiples of 4
•  25s, using starting points that are multiples of 25

- represent and describe numbers to 1000, concretely, pictorially, and symbolically
- compare and order numbers to 1000
- estimate quantities less than 1000, using referents
- illustrate, concretely and pictorially, place value for numerals to 1000
- use mental math strategies to add two 2-digit numerals
- use mental math strategies to subtract two 2-digit numerals
- estimate to predict sums and differences of two 2-digit numerals in a problem
- add and subtract numbers with answers to 1000 (limited to 1-, 2-, and 3-digit numerals), con-

cretely, pictorially, and symbolically
- for addition and subtraction facts to 18, use mental math strategies and number properties (use 

doubles, make 10, use the commutative property, use the property of zero, think addition for 
subtraction, etc.)

- multiply to 5x5, using equal groups and arrays, creating and solving problems, relating multipli-
cation to repeated addition, and relating multiplication to division

- divide (related to multiplication facts up to 5x5), modelling equal sharing and equal grouping, 
creating and solving problems, relating division to repeated subtraction, and relating division to 
multiplication

- fractions:
•  a fraction represents a part of a whole
•  describe situations in which fractions are used
•  compare fractions of the same whole that have like denominators

Patterns and Relations
- increasing patterns
- decreasing patterns
- sort objects or numbers, using one or more attributes
- one-step addition and subtraction with a symbol representing an unknown number

Shape and Space 
- relate the passage of time to common activities, using nonstandard and standard units (minutes, 

hours, days, weeks, months, years)
- relate the number of seconds to a minute, the number of minutes to an hour, and the number 

of days to a month in a problem
- measure length (cm, m)
- measure mass (g, kg)
- perimeter of regular and irregular shapes
- construct different shapes for a given perimeter (cm, m) to demonstrate that many shapes are 

possible for a perimeter
- 3-D objects (shape of the faces, number of edges and vertices)
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- according the number of sides, sort regular and irregular polygons, including triangles, quadri-
laterals, pentagons, hexagons, and octagons

Statistics and Probability (data analysis)
- collect first-hand data and organize it using tally marks, line plots, charts, and lists
- construct, label, and interpret bar graphs to solve problems

Science
Rocks and Minerals

- rocks, minerals, and soil
- compare samples of rock
- identify a rock or mineral, given a description of its properties (colour, lustre, texture, hardness, 

presence of carbonates, crystal shape)
- describe and classify a group of rocks and minerals, based on the properties
- rocks are composed of a variety of materials
- describe components of a soil sample (clay, sand, pebbles, decaying plants, etc.)
- compare two soil samples
- show how rocks break down into soil (e.g., shake small, soft rocks in a jar of water, or strike 

them together – note use of safety goggles)
- common uses of rocks and minerals

Building with a Variety of Materials
- design, build, and test structures that support objects; span gaps; serve as containers, models of 

particular living things, objects, or buildings
- select appropriate construction materials (paper, wood, plastic, clay, metal, etc.)
- select appropriate tools
- use a variety of methods to join or fasten materials
- identify the purpose and use of structures, and understand how that affects design
- show that simple designs are often as effective as more complex ones, and are also easier and 

cheaper to build
- good workmanship
- maintain and store materials and tools safely and properly

Testing Materials and Design
- importance and safety of strong, stable structures
- compare/evaluate strength and stability of structures built
- properties of solid building materials (wood, paper, plastic, etc.)
- test strength of construction materials (different stocks of paper, wood, plastic, etc.)
- test different designs
- test the strength of joining methods
- improve strength and stability of structure (e.g., by adding/creating triangles)

Hearing and Sound
- identify examples of vibration
- the size of vibration relates to the volume of the sound
- measure loudness; recognize dangers to the ear
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- examine/predict relationship between rate of vibration and pitch
- produce sounds (strike, blow, vibrate strings, etc.)
- build sound-producing devices to control loudness, pitch, and quality of sound
- sound travels through solids, liquids, and air, and in all directions
- the human ear senses vibrations
- compare range of hearing between humans and other animals (e.g., dogs and bats)
- identify characteristics of pleasant and unpleasant sounds
- hearing loss results from noise exposure and aging
- construct/evaluate soundproofing and amplifying devices
- the role of sound in communication

Animal Life Cycles
- classify various animals (limbs, teeth, body covering, shape, backbone, etc.)
- observe/describe growth/development of at least one living animal, as the animal develops from 

early to more advanced stages. It should be a mammal, bird, fish, reptile, amphibian, or insect 
(e.g., gerbil, guppy, mealworm, tadpole, worm, butterfly/moth)

- predict the next stages in the growth and development of at least one animal from each of the 
following groups: mammals, birds, fish, reptiles, amphibians, insects; compare/contrast their 
developmental sequences

- identify food needs of at least one animal from each of the following groups: mammals, birds, 
fish, reptiles, amphibians, insects; describe how the animal obtains food through different life 
stages

- parental care needs (or not) and forms for different animals
- animals need different habitats to meet their basic needs (food, water, shelter, space)
- how a young animal adapts to its environment; how this changes as it moves from one stage to 

the next (e.g., egg to tadpole to froglet to frog)
- what environmental conditions could threaten animal survival; what animals are extinct
- how we can help animals by preserving their habitat
- the needs of animals, and how to care for them

Social Studies
In studying Tunisia, Peru, Ukraine, and India:

- beliefs, traditions, and customs of groups and communities
- what determines quality of life
- how daily life reflects quality of life (employment, transportation, family roles, etc.)
- the effect of public services (schools, hospitals, libraries, transportation, etc.)
- traditions, celebrations, stories, and practices that connect people to the past and to each other 

(language spoken, traditions, customs, etc.)
- how identity is reflected in traditions, celebrations, stories, and customs
- how leaders are chosen in families, schools, communities, and government
- how decisions are made, and who makes the decisions
- how peace is maintained
- how people and groups co-operate and share with each other
- how cultural diversity is expressed
- where are the communities, in relation to Canada
- how the people depend on, adapt to, or change their environment
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- how physical geography influences human activities (water, climate, etc.)
- the main goods and services produced (farming, manufacturing, etc.)
- goods and services that are imported and exported
- the main forms of technology, transportation, and communication

Global citizenship, especially in relation to India, Tunisia, Ukraine, and Peru:
- how students’ actions affect people elsewhere in the world, and vice versa
- respect for the equality of all humans
- compare/contrast other peoples’ rights, responsibilities, and roles with ours
- study their and our environmental concerns
- how we can contribute to positive change in the world
- how international organizations help people (UNICEF, Red Cross, etc.)
- what international organizations were formed by individuals (Doctors Without Borders, etc.)
- what international organizations were formed by nations (United Nations, etc.)

Skills and processes:
- look at different points of view
- choose and justify a course of action
- compare/contrast research information
- apply these terms: past, present, future
- arrange events or facts in a sequence
- create and use a simple map to locate communities studied
- use directions on maps and globes
- demonstrate willingness to seek consensus

Vocabulary:
- equator, export, global, global citizenship, goods, hemisphere, import, poles, quality of life, rela-

tive location, resources, services


