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Bolé Road Textiles to Launch at BKLYN DESIGNS 
 
 
Bolé Road Textiles, a Brooklyn-based home décor company, featuring fabrics handwoven in 
Ethiopia, will debut Friday, May 8th, at BKLYN DESIGNS, Brooklyn’s premier design event 
showcasing a cross section of design, architecture and art.  Specializing in pillows, throws, 
napkins, table runners and other accessories for the home, Bolé Road’s handcrafted products 
emphasize a marriage of ancient weaving techniques and modern design.  Items from Bolé 
Road’s debut collections will be available for purchase at the three-day event as well as online at 
www.boleroadtextiles.com. 
 
Founded by Hana Getachew, Bolé Road Textiles merges Getachew’s love of handwoven fabrics 
from her native Ethiopia and her career as an interior designer. “I believe textiles have the ability 
to transform interiors and the people within them,” says Getachew.  “At Bolé Road we’re 
dedicated to helping our customers create spaces they love.” 
 
Bolé Road Textiles takes its name from a vibrant thoroughfare in Addis Ababa, near the home 
Getachew lived in as a young child prior to emigrating.  Lined with colorful shops, fruit stalls and 
cafes, it is the main route to the city’s airport.  “I took two of the most important trips of my life on 
Bole Road,” says Getachew.  “The first came when I was three years old, when my family left for 
North America.  The second came eighteen years later when I made my first trip back.”  It was 
during that first homecoming that the seeds for Bolé Road Textiles were planted.  Getachew 
resolved to be more connected to her homeland, to be more involved in the lives of its people and 
to contribute to its development.  Keeping that commitment, Getachew has made giving a central 
part of Bolé Road’s mission. 
 
Getachew credits her upbringing in a home filled with colorful traditional textiles, along with her 
background in the fine arts, with informing her design style and process.  Working from her studio 
in Brooklyn, Getachew sketches all designs by hand, searching for patterns and repeats and 
playing with color throughout, before digitally recreating the final designs.  Drawing inspiration 
from Ethiopia’s natural and cultural landscape, Getachew has chosen the themes Indigenous 
Blooms and Modern Classics for Bolé Road’s inaugural collections.   
 

• The Indigenous Blooms Collection is inspired by springtime in Ethiopia and the explosion 
of flowers that paint the countryside and city alike in bright yellows, reds and fuchsias.   

• The Modern Classics Collection highlights the perennial qualities of Ethiopian cotton, 
showcasing its unique utility and subtleties.  

 
Enlisting skilled Ethiopian artisans as her partners, Getachew has committed to keeping Bolé 
Road Textiles handcrafted throughout the process.  For all of its cotton products, Bolé Road uses 
Ethiopian cotton, which is harvested, seeded and spun by hand.  Tiny flecks of leftover plant 
fibers sometimes make it into these hand spun cotton fabrics.  “I don’t mind seeing these tiny 
traces of the process in our textiles, especially since they’re traces of handcraftsmanship,” says 
Getachew. 
 
Following the sourcing of materials, Getachew sends her designs to her weaving partners in 
Ethiopia.  Many skilled weavers today come from the southern region of the country and migrate 
to the capital of Addis Ababa to form collectives.  Getachew is working with one such collective, 
which is comprised of approximately a dozen young men -- in Ethiopia weaving is a craft that is 



traditionally practiced by men, passed down from father to son, generation after generation.  
Additionally, Getachew is proud to have partnered with two separate weaving studios owned and 
operated by women, who are challenging their industry’s traditional gender roles.  By working 
directly with her partners and providing fair wages, Getachew helps these collectives and women 
entrepreneurs grow their businesses and revitalize their local economies. 
 
In addition to fair-wage compensation for its artisan partners, Bolé Road has partnered with two 
nonprofit organizations: imagine1day, whose goal is to bring quality education to every child and 
adult in Ethiopia by 2030, and Eden Projects, a group working to reforest Ethiopia’s most 
environmentally damaged regions.  Portions of Bolé Road’s profits will be donated to 
imagine1day’s girl fund, which is dedicated to the education of girls in rural Ethiopia, as well as to 
Eden Projects’ programs training and employing local villagers as tree planters.  Getachew is 
proud to partner with these remarkable organizations and shares their commitment to helping 
nourish two of Ethiopia’s greatest natural resources – its young women and its forests. 
 
About Hana Getachew 
 
Hana was born in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. After a few years in Montreal, her family settled in New 
York where she has lived for over twenty-five years.  Hana received her Bachelor of Science 
degree, with a concentration in interior design, from Cornell University.  She worked as an interior 
designer in New York for over a decade and was formerly Associate Principal at Studios 
Architecture in New York City.  During her time there she helped design the flagships and 
headquarters of some of the city’s most prominent companies, leading clients through every 
phase of design, including programming, test fitting, and furniture and finish selection. 
 
About BKLYN DESIGNS 
 
BKLYN DESIGNS is Brooklyn’s premier design event showcasing a cross section of design, 
architecture and art.  Founded by the Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce in 2003, it was one of the 
first design fairs to shine a spotlight on the creative economy in Brooklyn and serves as an 
incubator for emerging designers as well as a platform for established brands producing a range 
of creative products across furniture, lighting, tableware, art, textiles and jewelry. 
 
This year’s event will be held May 8-10 at the Brooklyn Expo Center in Greenpoint, Brooklyn.  For 
more information, visit: bklyndesigns.com 
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