
Do away with costly stain removers.
Just keep a spray bottle filled with
equal amounts of white vinegar and

water in your laundry room. Spray spots on
clothes right before washing.

Eliminate ants and aphids. Try an
inexpensive, natural way to get rid of
these pests. Just pour a big jug of

white vinegar on the ant hill, and watch it
bubble down to the heart of the nest. If you
still see ants after a day or two, douse it
again. It shouldn’t take more than three
doses for them and their aphid herd to be
gone for good.

Don’t splurge on detergents. Don’t
fall for those expensive, name-brand,
concentrated dish detergents. Use

the cheapest brand you can find, but add
a few tablespoons of vinegar to the wash
water. It will cut the grease and leave the
dishes squeaky clean.

Don’t toss a rusty tool. Before
throwing out that rusty gardening
tool, try soaking it overnight in white

vinegar. Wipe away the residue with a cloth.

Discourage dog “accidents.” Never
clean dog urine from a carpet with an
ammonia-based cleaner. Urine has

ammonia in it, and your dog might think
the spot has been permanently marked for
his use. Try a mixture of three parts club
soda to one part white vinegar instead.

Germ warfare. You can sanitize
wood or plastic cutting boards by
first spraying a mist of vinegar over

the surface. Follow that with a mist of
hydrogen peroxide. This combination can
even kill bacteria on meat or produce
without harming the food. Bacteria
require moisture to survive more than a
few hours. So keep cutting boards and
other food surfaces dry when not in use.

Shine your hair. Put shine in
your hair with an apple cider
vinegar rinse. Mix a half-cup of apple

cider vinegar with two cups of warm water,
and pour over your freshly washed hair.

Brush up on brush care. To soften
hardened paint on brushes, soak
them in hot vinegar. Follow up by

washing with warm, soapy water.

Give new life to dull, greasy floors.
A half-cup of vinegar added to a half
gallon of plain old water makes a

great everyday cleaner for vinyl and
linoleum floors. 

Add shine to bathroom fixtures. To
remove hard water stains on your
bathroom fixtures, apply a paste of

baking soda and vinegar. Then, carefully
drape a towel over the fixtures. After an
hour, wipe clean, rinse, dry, and marvel at
the shine.

Clear up your glassware. If your glass
bakeware gets a cloudy appearance
from mineral deposits, just soak it in a

solution of hot water and vinegar.

Put a stop to unsavory smells. To
keep onion and cabbage odors from
spreading through the house, simply

boil a cup of vinegar in a saucepan at the
same time they are cooking. Remove the
onion smell from a pot with a tablespoon
of vinegar in hot water.

For more information on these and other amazing household tips, check out these
FC&A titles at www.FCA.com: How to Do (Just About) Everything Right the First
Time; Save It, Fix It, Keep It, Use It.
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