
In these days of mass production a 
beautifully tailored jacket is an increasingly 
rare sight.

Stylish, practical and of top-quality cloth, 
an expertly made garment always stands out 
in a crowd.

That’s why the eye-catching clothing created 
by a Yorkshire-based company has caught the 
attention of well-known personalities. 

This year Maquien has made clothing for 
celebrities including Dame Judi Dench, Clare 
Balding, Ellie Harrison and Esther Rantzen.

Jackets, waistcoats, skirts and coats, for both 
country and city lifestyles, head up a collection 
renowned for attention to detail. Sharply tailored 

riding jackets for the discerning equestrian are 
a speciality of this range of chic yet practical 
garments. 

The company’s bespoke service offers 
individuality, from size to trimmings and 
buttons. Small runs of products mean that 
customers will get a more exclusive item.

And it is all sourced and manufactured here 
in the UK.

It all began when Vonny Law decided she 
wanted a new waistcoat.

 “I was walking along a riverbank in Scotland 
wearing an old waistcoat, a favourite,” she 
recalls. “I  really needed a new one and 
suddenly thought that I could design and 
make one myself. 

“Mark Birkbeck, founder of the Scottish 
country clothing specialist House of Bruar 
sold me some cloth to get me started.  The first 
thing I had made up was a little waistcoat and 
it developed from there.”

She began visiting country shows to market 
her products. “The first one was the Yorkshire 
Game Fair in 2009,” she says. “By then I was 
selling ladies’ coats and jackets, but they were 
not made in the UK.

“I went on to do 24 shows, horse trials and 
game fairs. I loved being face to face with 
customers - that was so important to me.”

Her clothes were well received.  “People 
began to ask me for special bespoke jackets 
and coats, and also dressage and riding jackets 
- this was when I decided to make and design 
in the UK.”

Raised in East Yorkshire, she was taught 
to sew by a woman who babysat for her 
brother. “She was wonderful with my dolls 
and was always helping me to make clothes 
and teaching me.  I loved it - I have always 
been a fiddly person, doing and making.”

After leaving Queen Ethelburga’s school 
she took a course in sewing and tailoring 
with the aim of becoming a fashion buyer 
in London.

She then landed a job in the press office at 
Harrods, where she was called upon to select 
garments for fashion magazine photo shoots.

Returning to her home county, she ran a 
boutique in Beverley, selling it to devote her 
time to raising her two daughters.

When the girls left home, she was eager to 
go back into business. “I wanted to go back 
to my clothing roots and start an internet 
company,” she says.

The company is named after an old croft 
in the Scottish Highlands where Vonny and 
her family used to  stay. “It was spelt that 
way - Croftmaquien.  I loved the quirkiness 
of it, so that is what I used, as the whole 
concept had happened on a riverbank not 
far from it, on the River Spey.”

Her creations are eye-catching: with its 
swing-back design, the long, elegant and 
sophisticated ‘Duchess’ coat is trimmed 
with velvet, the ‘Holly’ waistcoat features a 
red faux fur suede collar and a cosy quilted 
lining, while the elegant ‘Hepburn’ jacket has 
fine cashmere/wool lapels and velvet piping.

DISCERNING DRESSERS ARE SNAPPING UP PIECES BY A 
YORKSHIRE DESIGNER, SAYS HELEN MEAD

Look sharp

The popular ‘Olympia’ riding jacket is 
smart, figure-hugging and comfortable.

“My clothes are made to last. I always say 
to my customers that at some point they will 
have to come back to buy different colours 
as their clothes will not wear out.”

She was thrilled when Clare Balding 
wore a ‘Duchess’ coat on the final day of 
Cheltenham Festival. 

A small collection of men’s clothing did 
well at the Royal Highland Show. 

Maquien’s brand ambassador is British Para 
Dressage rider and trainer Julie Blanchard, 
who lives in the same East Yorkshire Village 
as Vonny.

Initially, as well as having some clothing 
made in the UK, Vonny bought in a range 
which were made in Europe. She then found 
a pattern maker in the UK and worked closely 
with him. For the past four years the entire 
process has been UK-based.

She works with firms including Leeds-based 
luxury fabric manufacturer Abraham Moon and 

traditional wool manufacturers Mallalieus of 
Delph in Lancashire. 

Vonny used to ride, but prefers to clothe those 
in the saddle. “I was useless - I am better at 
grooming horses,” she laughs.

As well as internet sales, Vonny’s clothing sells 
through Heritage Countrywear in Lincoln, and 
she hopes to move into the wholesale market. 
She also has clients overseas. “One company 
in Germany bought 140 pieces,” she says.

Vonny has passed on her love of fashion to 
her daughters, who, like her husband William, 
are proud of her. “One of my daughters is 
hoping to follow in my footsteps and become 
a fashion designer,” she adds.

She is now never short of waistcoats. “I have 
about half a dozen, three for summer, three for 
winter.” she says.

W: maquien.co.uk 
Facebook: Maquien Design
T: 07734216864 
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