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I’m not a huge fan of spring cleaning, but I know it needs to get done. My biggest chal-
lenge has always been how to get started—it always feels like an overwhelming amount 
of work! So, I decided it was to time to put together a blueprint, a comprehensive list 
of tasks, broken down room by room, to make spring cleaning as easy as possible. I 
started a home cleaning business back in 2006, and since then, I’ve been looking for 
the quickest and most efficient ways to clean—which is one of the reasons why I start-
ed Maker’s Clean in the first place! Our premium microfiber cloths changed the way I 
cleaned. I hope this spring cleaning guide gives you the confidence to get your spring 
cleaning underway!

WELCOME

MAKER’S CLEAN
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It is your responsibility to understand the products you’re using and to use them appropriately and safely. Also, always be 
sure to know the surface you’re working with—not all products are appropriate for all surfaces! Further, this is intended to 
be a general cleaning guide, know your limits, mentally, physically, and otherwise. Don’t overdo it, be kind to yourself, and 
recognize that you are using this guide at your own risk.

DISCLAIMER

WHAT’S INSIDE

I wanted to give you a blueprint for tackling all the areas in your home so I’ve created 
a series of checklists—one for each area in the house. These checklists can serve as a 
guide so that you can confidently go in to any room in your house and clean it quickly 
and efficiently. I’ve tried to be as thorough as possible, and I’ve even provided you with 
some suggestions for some useful products and tools—DIY and otherwise. 
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Spring cleaning isn’t your everyday cleaning effort; it’s a very specific type of work. It’s 
not about dusting and polishing, it’s about maintenance. A home and its contents are 
investments; money spent on something you really love or really need (or ideally both).  
When you take the time to clean thoroughly and properly, you can maintain and prolong 
the life of the item, or finish, for years. Further, it means you live in a cleaner and health-
ier home; less dust, dust mites, allergens, odors, and dirt. Think of spring cleaning as 
those maintenance or one-off tasks you don’t normally do, but that are critical to keep-
ing your home in tip-top shape. The cleaning part—dusting and polishing—can be done 
on any given Sunday.

JUST THE BIG JOBS
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HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

This has been designed as a thorough guide to be used in any home and should be
considered a framework, or starting point, to be customized for your home and your 
needs. This is not a one-size-fits-all approach! Go through each of the checklists and 
decide what’s right for your home. If your window sills look pretty clean, you know 
what? Skip ‘em. But if there’s a dirty build-up, this is the time of year to get the job done. 
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Here’s a quick overview of how to get the ball rolling. Remember, every home and every 
situation is different, so please, customize as you see fit!

GETTING STARTED
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Skim each of the checklists and determine what tasks actually apply to your home, and 
what NEEDS to be done this year—eliminate any tasks you know are not needed! Also, 
at this time, feel free to add in any additional tasks that you don’t see on this list which 
you do think are required for your home.

CHECKLIST REVIEW

ASSIGN & SCHEDULE

If you are going to tackle this as a family consider creating a ‘task draft’ where each per-
son begins by selecting their most desired task and the rounds continue until all chores 
are spoken for. 

If working as a team, pick a day or two and book it in as a cleaning day.  If working sepa-
rately, once tasks are delegated, set deadlines, allowing each person to do their work on 
their own schedule.

If you are doing this solo, select days and times and set a schedule that works best to 
get the cleaning tasks done, but—don’t bite off more than you can chew! Be kind to 
yourself and let go of the need to be perfect.
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Make sure that everyone understands how important it is to stick to the schedule. When 
tasks or cleaning days are scheduled in it makes the commitment to see it through 
much stronger. Most importantly, do your best to hold each other, and/or yourself, ac-
countable!

There’s no way you’re going to get through this in one day, so don’t be overly ambitious. 
Make this whole endeavor more attainable by chunking tasks down and dividing them 
up over a couple of weeks. 
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COMMITMENT & ATTAINABILITY

People unanimously agree that music makes cleaning easier. Find a playlist that gets 
you moving. If music isn’t your thing, pick a podcast or audiobook. Whatever you pick, 
make sure distractions are off and/or out of sight. If you have the willpower, turn off noti-
fications on your phone to further avoid distractions.

Consider planning special meal orders on these days, which is both a nice treat, and 
also avoids the need to prepare meals and do dishes.

Finally, the best way to motivate anyone, including yourself, if to create a reward for a 
job well done. Sweeten the pot with something that excites you: a new cake pan, sweat-
er, a special outing, a nice bottle of wine... whatever works. Big or small, rewarding 
everyone for a job well done helps move the task along.

MOTIVATE & REWARD
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SOME PRODUCTS & TOOLS
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DIY CLEANERS - THE BIG THREE

All Purpose Cleaner

Anyone who’s been following us for a while knows that ensuring you have the right 
products and tools is a must for any cleaning task. Likewise, making sure that you not 
only have these items, but also have them handy so you don’t have to go searching for 
them in the middle of a task. 

USEFUL TOOLS & PRODUCTS

Paper Towel
General Purpose Microfiber Cloths
Flat-Weave Microfiber Cloth
Mop (Flat Head or otherwise)
Vacuum

Baking Soda
Vinegar
Dish Soap
All-Purpose Cleaner
Glass Cleaner

*
*
*
*
*

*
*
*
*
*

1 tsp Dish Soap

2 cups Water

You can create these DIY cleaners by mixing their individual ingredients in a spray bottle 
shake well, and apply to surfaces as needed.

*
*

Glass & Mirror Cleaner

1 cup White Vinegar

1 cup Water
*
*

General Floor Cleaner

1 tbsp Rubbing Alcohol

2 cups Hot Water
*
*
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CEILINGS & CORNERS

Remove cobwebs from ceiling and corners

Dust and wash light fixtures and vents (ceiling, walls)

Check smoke detector

CHECKLIST: HALLWAYS & ENTRYWAYS

CLOSET

Hanger racks, rods and shelving cleaned (all items removed, wiped and replaced)

Clean tracks of sliding doors, clean closet doors

Clean and store seasonal items (hats, gloves, scarves, coats, gear and winter accessories)

Change out seasonal closet items (i.e. shoes, coats, umbrellas)

Remove all shoes, boxes and baskets from front hall closet

Sort through items (keep, donate, discard)

Replace all items neatly

WALLS, WINDOWS & DOORS

Light switch plates, door knobs and power outlets wiped and disinfected (points of contact)

Wipe door, door frame, door threshold

Dust and clean glass panels

Spot clean walls as required to remove marks and fingerprints

Shades, curtains, blinds, drapes, valences washed and/or dusted

Wipe window sills, tracks and frames

Clean and/or repair window screens and wash window panes

FURNITURE & ACCESSORIES

Dust and clean decor and accessories

Clean hallways and entryway furniture including underneath and behind (where possible)

Sort through junk drawers/bowl (keep, donate, discard), clean the drawer/bowl and replace all kept items neatly
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FLOOR

Clean baseboards

Shake out and vacuum mats, runners and rugs (store away if necessary)

Closet floor cleaned (leave shoes out until this is completed, replace before finalizing floors)

Clean floors

CHECKLIST: HALLWAYS & ENTRYWAYS CONT’D

CEILINGS & CORNERS

Remove cobwebs from ceiling and corners

Dust and wash light fixtures and vents (ceiling, walls)

Check smoke detector

CHECKLIST: FAMILY ROOM, DEN, REC ROOM

WALLS, WINDOWS & DOORS

Light switch plates, door knobs and power outlets wiped and disinfected (points of contact)

Wipe door, door frame, door threshold

Dust and clean glass panels

Spot clean walls as required to remove marks and fingerprints

Shades, curtains, blinds, drapes, valences washed and/or dusted

Wipe window sills, tracks and frames

Clean and/or repair window screens and wash window panes

FURNITURE - FOR EACH PIECE DO THE FOLLOWING

Remove all items (accessory, décor etc.) off the furniture: keep, donate, discard, or permanently move

Clean underneath the furniture - if safe to do so, pull out the piece to get at the dust bunnies underneath and behind

Clean the piece of furniture; dust and polish the tops, side and legs of each piece

Sort through junk drawers/bowl (keep, donate, discard), clean the drawer/bowl and replace all kept items neatly

Dust and replace each item (accessory, lamp, décor piece etc.) where it belongs

Remove any seasonal decorations and store
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FLOOR

Clean baseboards

Carpets steam cleaned and/or thoroughly vacuumed

Rugs washed (professionally or at home), area under rug included

Clean floors

CHECKLIST: FAMILY ROOM, DEN, REC ROOM CONT’D

UPHOLSTERY & SEATING

Decorative pillows, throws and other upholstered items to be washed (professionally or at home)

Upholstered items: beat cushions to remove dust, clean underneath cushions

Vacuum or wipe all upholstery

Flip/rotate cushions where possible, launder seat covers if you wish

ENTERTAINMENT & MEDIA

Sort through DVDs, CDs, video games etc. and donate ones you no longer need

Purge and store old newspapers, magazines letters and cards

Dust and wipe temperature control unit

Clean electronics (TV, remote control, game controllers, game consoles, DVD players, wires, speakers, etc.)

CHECKLIST: HOME OFFICE

CEILINGS & CORNERS

Remove cobwebs from ceiling and corners

Dust and wash light fixtures and vents (ceiling, walls)

Check smoke detector
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CHECKLIST: HOME OFFICE CONT’D

WALLS, WINDOWS & DOORS

Light switch plates, door knobs and power outlets wiped and disinfected (points of contact)

Wipe door, door frame, door threshold

Dust and clean glass panels

Spot clean walls as required to remove marks and fingerprints

Shades, curtains, blinds, drapes, valences washed and/or dusted

Wipe window sills, tracks and frames

Clean and/or repair window screens and wash window panes

FURNITURE - FOR EACH PIECE DO THE FOLLOWING

Remove all items off of furniture, decide if you want to keep, donate, discard, or permanently move

Clean underneath the furniture - if safe to do so, pull out the piece to get at the dust bunnies underneath and behind

Clean the piece of furniture; dust and polish the tops, side and legs of each piece

Sort through junk drawers/pile/bowl (keep, donate, discard), clean the drawer/bowl and replace all kept items neatly

Dust and replace each item where it belongs

Vacuum office chair, wipe down arm rests and base

Wipe clean garbage, recycling and shredder bins

DESK TASKS (REAL & VIRTUAL)

Sort through CDs, boxes, old electronics etc. and donate or discard ones you no longer need

Clean electronics well (keyboard, monitor, mouse, phone, printer, laptop or CPU, wires, speakers, etc.)

Shred old papers, file important ones, purge or store old newspapers, magazines letters, business cards

Place all photos in a photo album

Re-organize your computer desktop (delete old documents or move things to organized online files)

FLOOR

Clean baseboards

Carpets steam cleaned and/or thoroughly vacuumed

Rugs washed (professionally or at home), area under rug included

Clean floors



MAKERSCLEAN.COM

MAKER’S CLEAN
SPRING CLEANING GUIDE

CHECKLIST: LIVING ROOM & DINING ROOM

CEILINGS & CORNERS

Remove cobwebs from ceiling and corners

Dust and wash light fixtures and vents (ceiling, walls)

Check smoke detector

WALLS, WINDOWS & DOORS

Light switch plates, door knobs and power outlets wiped and disinfected (points of contact)

Wipe door, door frame, door threshold

Dust and clean glass panels

Spot clean walls as required to remove marks and fingerprints

Shades, curtains, blinds, drapes, valences washed and/or dusted

Wipe window sills, tracks and frames

Clean and/or repair window screens and wash window panes

FURNITURE - FOR EACH PIECE DO THE FOLLOWING

Remove all items off the furniture, decide if you want to donate or discard (or permanently move) any items

Clean underneath the furniture - if safe to do so, pull out the piece to get at the dust bunnies underneath and behind

Dust and replace each decor item where it belongs

Remove any seasonal decorations and store

UPHOLSTERY & SEATING

Decorative pillows, throws and other upholstered items to be washed (professionally or at home)

Upholstered items: beat cushions to remove dust, clean underneath cushions

Vacuum or wipe all upholstery

Flip/rotate cushions where possible, launder seat covers if you wish
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CHECKLIST: LIVING ROOM & DINING ROOM CONT’D

CEILINGS & CORNERS

Remove cobwebs from ceiling and corners

Dust and wash light fixtures and vents (ceiling, walls)

Check smoke detector

WALLS, WINDOWS & DOORS

Light switch plates, door knobs and power outlets wiped and disinfected (points of contact)

Wipe door, door frame, door threshold

Dust and clean glass panels

Spot clean walls as required to remove marks and fingerprints

Shades, curtains, blinds, drapes, valences washed and/or dusted

Wipe window sills, tracks and frames

Clean and/or repair window screens and wash window panes

FLOOR

Clean baseboards

Carpets steam cleaned and/or thoroughly vacuumed

Rugs washed (professionally or at home), area under rug included

Clean floors

CHECKLIST: BEDROOM

BED

Strip bed, wash linens

Dust and wipe bed frame and headboard

Remove and wash mattress pad (replace if needed)

Deodorize and vacuum mattress—sprinkle baking soda on mattress, leave for 30 minutes, vacuum up
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CHECKLIST: BEDROOM CONT’D

BED CONT’D

Rotate mattress

Remove heavier winter bedding (i.e. duvets) and replace with lighter blankets. Wash and/or air out prior to storing

Test and replace older pillows, wash pillows, wash pillow protective covers

Remove items from under the bed, vacuum underneath the bed, replace necessary items

FURNITURE - FOR EACH PIECE DO THE FOLLOWING

Remove all items off the furniture, decide if you want to keep, donate, discard, or permanently move item

Clean underneath the furniture - if safe to do so, pull out the piece to get at the dust bunnies underneath and behind

Clean the piece of furniture; dust and polish the tops, side and legs of each piece

Sort through junk drawers/pile/bowl (keep, donate, discard), clean the drawer/bowl and replace all kept items neatly

Dust and replace each kept item where it belongs

Remove any seasonal decorations and store

ELECTRONICS

Sort through CDs, boxes, old electronics etc. and donate or discard ones you no longer need

Clean electronics well (chargers, phone dock, clock radio,phone, TV, remote, wires, speakers, etc.)

CLOSETS & DRAWERS

Go through each closet rack, shelf and drawer (working clockwise), pull all items out and place on the bed or floor

Remove unnecessary clothing (designate it to donate, throw away or store 

Seasonal items should be stored properly and set aside for seasonal storage

Sort through books, letters, papers etc. and purge or re-locate as required

Add a lining to your drawers or check that your old one is still in tact

Bring out seasonal items and place in drawers and closets as required

Add a sachet of lavender to drawers to freshen the scent of musty drawers

Replace each item that was removed in a neatly folded or properly hung manner
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CHECKLIST: BEDROOM CONT’D

UPHOLSTERY & SEATING

Decorative pillows, throws and other upholstered items to be washed (professionally or at home)

Upholstered items: beat cushions to remove dust, clean underneath cushions

Vacuum or wipe all upholstery

Flip/rotate cushions where possible, launder seat covers if you wish

FLOOR

Clean baseboards

Carpets steam cleaned and/or thoroughly vacuumed

Rugs washed (professionally or at home), area under rug included

Clean floors

CHECKLIST: BATHROOM

CEILINGS & CORNERS

Remove cobwebs from ceiling and corners

Dust and wash light fixtures and vents (yes the annoying one in the ceiling that goes on when you shower)

Change light bulbs where required

WALLS, WINDOWS & DOORS

Light switch plates, door knobs and power outlets wiped and disinfected (points of contact)

Wipe door, door frame, door threshold

Dust and clean glass panels

Spot clean or wash walls as required to remove marks and fingerprints

Shades, curtains, blinds, drapes, valences washed and/or dusted

Wipe window sills, tracks and frames

Clean and/or repair window screens and wash window panes
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CHECKLIST: BATHROOM CONT’D

VANITY & MEDICINE CABINET

Remove all items from vanity top and medicine cabinet, discard, or donate any unnecessary items 

Clean makeup drawers/bags, get rid of old/expired cosmetics

Wipe shelves and exterior of medicine cabinet

Wipe clean bottles and toiletries, get rid of old and expired toiletries

Check all medications, dispose of any expired ones (according to local guidelines)

Clean and purge hair care tools, brushes and accessories

Clean mirrors

Wipe vanity, apply sealant if natural stone

Clean and dust electronic items (electric toothbrush, trimmer, etc.)

Brush around faucets remove limescale build up, remove build-up from faucet

Scrub and clean sink

Clean the drain to remove hair build up using a drain cleaning tool

TUB & SHOWER

Soak bath/shower items (loofah, etc.) in a solution of 1 part vinegar to 1 part water for 30 minutes and rinse

Clean caddies, dispose of products that are not needed anymore

Scrub and clean tiles and grout

Apply sealant to grout if needed

Scrub and clean tub to remove soap scum

Soak shower head to remove limescale

Check caulking and repair if necessary, treat for mold and mildew if necessary using a specialty cleaner

Remove build-up from drains using a drain cleaning tool 

Brush around faucet to remove limescale build up

Polish hardware to remove hard water spots

Wash and/or replace shower curtain lining and shower mat

Clean glass shower door well, removing all soap scum (bring in a squeegee for future use)

Replace all items back in the shower/tub neatly
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CHECKLIST: BATHROOM CONT’D

TOILET

Clean entire toilet including the top, base, seat, bowl and area behind

Use an enzyme cleaner to clean the floors and walls surrounding the toilet if there is an odor present

FLOOR

Clean baseboards

Wash bathroom rugs (cold water, gentle cycle, hang to dry or dry on fluff cycle)

Rugs washed (professionally or at home), area under rug included

Clean floors

CHECKLIST: KITCHEN

CEILINGS & CORNERS

Remove cobwebs from ceiling and corners

Dust and wash light fixtures and vents (ceiling, walls), clean chandelier pieces if possible

Change light bulbs where required

Check smoke detector and fire extinguisher 

WALLS, WINDOWS & DOORS

Light switch plates, door knobs and power outlets wiped and disinfected (points of contact)

Wipe door, door frame, door threshold

Dust and clean glass panels

Spot clean or wash walls as required to remove marks and fingerprints

Shades, curtains, blinds, drapes, valences washed and/or dusted

Wipe window sills, tracks and frames

Clean and/or repair window screens and wash window panes
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CHECKLIST: KITCHEN CONT’D

APPLIANCES

Clean inside fridge and freezer including shelves, drawers and trays

Clean outside fridge including doors, handles and top, vacuum the coils at the back

Clean area under the fridge 

Clean inside stove, remove racks and place on self-clean if possible, clean glass door

Remove drawer and clean under the stove

Clean outside stove (when cool) including coils, drip pans, grills, grates, glass cooktop, etc.

Clean overhead exhaust, replace or clean filter

Clean inside dishwasher - remove baskets and clean drain, filter and remove debris 

Run a cleaning load through with vinegar (or get a cleaning tablet to use in a clean cycle)

Wipe the outside dishwasher including panel and face, bottom and base

DRAWERS, PANTRY & CUPBOARD

Remove all items and determine which ones you no longer use/need and check for expired items

Remove shelf liner and wipe inside each cupboard, drawer and shelf

Wipe hinges, handles, interior door, and exterior door panel

Replace shelf liner and all items you are keeping in an organized and tidy manner

For any spaces with odors scrub interior with water and vinegar and rinse

Clean and deodorize garbage and recycling containers

FURNITURE - FOR EACH PIECE DO THE FOLLOWING:

Remove all items off the surface, decide if you want to keep, donate, discard, or move

Clean underneath the furniture - if safe to do so, pull out the piece to get at the dust bunnies underneath and behind

Clean the piece of furniture; dust and polish the tops, side and legs of each piece

Dust and replace each item where it belongs

Sort through junk drawers/bowl (keep, donate, discard), clean the drawer/bowl and replace all kept items neatly

Remove any seasonal decorations and store
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CHECKLIST: KITCHEN CONT’D

UPHOLSTERY & SEATING

Vacuum or wipe all upholstery and seats

Launder seat covers if you wish

Wipe base of chairs and table

FLOOR

Wipe cupboard kickplates clean

Clean baseboards

Rugs washed (professionally or at home), area under rug included

Clean floors

CHECKLIST: LAUNDRY ROOM

CEILINGS & CORNERS

Remove cobwebs from ceiling and corners

Dust and wash light fixtures and vents (ceiling, walls)

Change light bulbs where required

WALLS, WINDOWS & DOORS

Light switch plates, door knobs and power outlets wiped and disinfected (points of contact)

Wipe door, door frame, door threshold

Dust and clean glass panels

Spot clean or wash walls as required to remove marks and fingerprints

Shades, curtains, blinds, drapes, valences washed and/or dusted

Wipe window sills, tracks and frames

Clean and/or repair window screens and wash window panes
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CHECKLIST: LAUNDRY ROOM CONT’D

COUNTERS & WASH BASIN/SINK

Remove all items from countertop discard or donate any unnecessary items

Check items, products and tools for breakage or expiry and discard

Scrub laundry basin

Brush around faucets remove limescale build up, remove build-up from faucet

Clean the drain if it is draining slowly

Wipe countertop and replace items neatly

Clean towel bar and toilet paper roll holder

APPLIANCES

Wipe exterior of washer and dryer (as best you can, get the top, sides and behind as well)

Vacuum out the lint trap as well as the slot for it

Clean the rubber gasket using a mold and mildew cleaner if needed

Run a ‘tub clean cycle’ using an appropriate cleaning tablet or liquid

Remove and clean the detergent dispensing tray

Clean washing machine filter

DRAWERS & STORAGE

Go through each drawer, cupboard and shelf and remove items that you no longer need or wish to donate

Replace shelf liners if needed 

Wash inside cupboards (doors and shelves) 

Replace all items

FLOOR

Clean baseboards

Wash any rugs (cold water, gentle cycle, hang to dry or dry or fluff cycle)

Clean area under rug

Wash the floor well, removing any dust or built-up detergent
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CHECKLIST: MISC SPRING CLEANING TASKS

TESTS & REPLACEMENTS

Check smoke detectors

Test carbon monoxide detectors

Check flashlight batteries

Check fire extinguishers

Change air filters

Check all window screens for tears and repair or replace as required

SPECIAL SEASONAL TASKS

Clean outside windows

Check ducts, clean if required

Clean BBQ, refill propane

Ensure lawn mower is ready for use

Clean patio furniture

Check A/C unit, clear debris, remove & pack cover away


