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Additional Information:  
• Other forms of cleaning (i.e., ultrasonic) and sterilisation (i.e., low temperature steam and 

formaldehyde, ethylene oxide and gas plasma) are available. However, always follow the instructions 
for use issued by the manufacturer and always consult with them if in any doubt over the suitability of 
any process used. 
 

• Cleaning and sterilizing guidelines are detailed in:  
Health Technical Memorandum 01-01: Management and decontamination of surgical instruments. 
Part C: Steam sterilization Part D: Washer-disinfectors. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/management-and-decontamination-of-surgical-
instruments-used-in-acute-care 

 
Note: It is the responsibility of the reprocessor to ensure that the reprocessing as actually performed using 
equipment, materials and personnel in the reprocessing facility achieve the desired result. This requires 
validation and routine monitoring of the process. Likewise, any deviation by the reprocessor from the 
instructions provided must be properly evaluated for effectiveness and potential adverse consequences.  
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