
INSTRUMENT DESCRIPTION
The following instructions are for metal reusable general surgical instruments 
that are characterized by the following design features (examples): 
• Accessible surfaces
• Accessible apertures
• Ring handle style instruments

Note: instruments do not require manual manipulation to gain access to all surfaces

• Ring handle box-lock style instruments with or without ratchets

• Forcep (tweezer) style instruments

• Sliding shaft instruments that can be taken apart (dismountable)

For additional information or guidance on Cleaning and Sterilization instructions, 
FRQWDFW�\RXU�Empire Medical Customer Service also find detailed cleaning instructions on the website�
INDICATIONS FOR USEEMPIRE�LQVWUXPHQWV�DUH�GHVLJQHG�WR�SHUIRUP�D�VSHFL¿F�IXQFWLRQ��VXFK�DV� cutting
, grasping, clamping, dissecting, probing, retracting, draining, aspirating DQG�
VXWXULQJ��,QVWUXPHQWV�DUH�IRU�XVH�E\��RU�DV�GLUHFWHG�E\��D�WUDLQHG�PHGLFDO�
SURIHVVLRQDO��,QVWUXPHQWV�VKRXOG�EH�XVHG�RQO\�IRU�WKH�SXUSRVH�IRU�ZKLFK�WKH\�DUH�
GHVLJQHG��7KH�SURSHU�WHFKQLTXH�IRU�WKH�XVH�RI�WKH�LQVWUXPHQW�LV�WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\
� RI�WKH�PHGLFDO�SURIHVVLRQDO�

PREPARATION AT POINT OF USE
'LUHFWO\�DIWHU�XVH��UHPRYH�FRDUVH�FRQWDPLQDWLRQ�IURP�WKH�LQVWUXPHQW�DQG�NHHS�
WKH�LQVWUXPHQW�PRLVW�IRU�WUDQVLW�WR�WKH�SURFHVVLQJ�VLWH��3ULRU�WR�FOHDQLQJ�DQG�
VWHULOL]DWLRQ�GR�QRW�XVH�DQ\�¿[LQJ�DJHQWV�RU�KRW�ZDWHU�!���°)��!��°C) since this 
PD\�OHDG�WR�WKH�¿[DWLRQ�RI�UHVLGXH�DQG�FDQ�LQWHUIHUH�ZLWK�WKH�FOHDQLQJ�SURFHVV�

TRANSPORTATION
During the transportation of the instrument to the processing site, store 
FRQWDPLQDWHG�LQVWUXPHQW�VHFXUHO\�LQ�D�FORVHG�FRQWDLQHU�WR�DYRLG�GDPDJH�WR�WKH�
LQVWUXPHQW�DQG�RU�FRQWDPLQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�HQYLURQPHQW�

PREPARATION FOR REPROCESSING
Where applicable, instruments must be disassembled and/or opened for 
FOHDQLQJ�DQG�VWHULOL]DWLRQ��2SHQ�ULQJ�KDQGOHG�LQVWUXPHQWV�VR�WKDW�UDWFKHWV�DUH�
QRW�HQJDJHG��)DLOXUH�WR�SURSHUO\�FOHDQ�DQG�VWHULOL]H�WKH�LQVWUXPHQW�FRXOG�OHDG�WR�
FRQWDPLQDWHG�LQVWUXPHQWV�EHLQJ�SODFHG�EDFN�LQWR�FLUFXODWLRQ�

CLEANING, DISINFECTION AND DRYING INSTRUCTIONS
Automatic Processing Instructions 
For Use with Alkaline or Enzymatic 
Detergents

Manual Processing Instructions For 
Use with Enzymatic Detergents

PRE-CLEANING
• Soak the instrument in lukewarm 

tap water for a minimum time of 
��PLQXWHV�

• Disassemble the instrument (if 
DSSOLFDEOH��

• Brush under lukewarm tap water 
ZLWK�D�VRIW�EUXVK�XQWLO�DOO�YLVLEOH�
UHVLGXHV�DUH�UHPRYHG�

PRE-CLEANING
• Soak the instrument in lukewarm 

tap water for a minimum time of 
��PLQXWHV�

• Disassemble the instrument (if 
DSSOLFDEOH��

• Brush under lukewarm tap water 
with a soft-bristled brush until all 
YLVLEOH�UHVLGXHV�DUH�UHPRYHG�

CLEANING
• 3ODFH�WKH�RSHQHG�LQVWUXPHQW�LQ�D�

perforated basket on the slide-in 
WUD\�DQG�VWDUW�WKH�FOHDQLQJ�SURFHVV�

• 3UH�ULQVH�IRU���PLQXWHV�ZLWK�FROG�
ZDWHU�

• (PSW\�
• 3UH�ULQVH�IRU���PLQXWHV�ZLWK�FROG�
ZDWHU�

• (PSW\�
• :DVK�IRU���PLQXWHV�DW�����)�����&��
ZLWK�D������DONDOLQH�GHWHUJHQW�
RU�DW�����)�����&��ZLWK�D�
�����HQ]\PDWLF�GHWHUJHQW�

• (PSW\�
• 1HXWUDOL]H�IRU���PLQXWHV�ZLWK�FROG�
ZDWHU�

• (PSW\�
• 5LQVH�IRU���PLQXWHV�ZLWK�FROG�ZDWHU�
• (PSW\�
Note: The preparation of 
concentration, temperature and 
application time of the cleaning 
agent must be according to the 
LQVWUXFWLRQV�IRU�XVH�SURYLGHG�E\�WKH�
GHWHUJHQW�PDQXIDFWXUHU��'HWHUJHQWV�
PXVW�EH�DSSURYHG�IRU�XVH�ZLWK�
metal reusable general surgical 
LQVWUXPHQWV��([DPSOHV�RI�GHWHUJHQWV�
XVHG�LQ�YDOLGDWLRQ�VWXGLHV��(Q]\PDWLF�
Detergent: Cidezyme/Enzol; Alkaline 
'HWHUJHQW��1HRGLVKHU�0HGLFOHDQ�

CLEANING
• 3ODFH�WKH�LQVWUXPHQW�LQ�DQ�
XOWUDVRXQG�EDWK�DW�����)�����&��
ZLWK�D������HQ]\PDWLF�GHWHUJHQW�

• 6RQLFDWH�IRU����PLQXWHV��PLQLPXP��
• 5HPRYH�WKH�LQVWUXPHQW�DQG�
ÀXVK�ZLWK�OXNHZDUP�WDS�ZDWHU�IRU�
DSSUR[LPDWHO\����VHFRQGV�ZKLOH�
simultaneously brushing with a soft-
EULVWOHG�EUXVK�

Note: The preparation of 
concentration, temperature and 
application time of the cleaning 
agent must be according to the 
LQVWUXFWLRQV�IRU�XVH�SURYLGHG�E\�WKH�
GHWHUJHQW�PDQXIDFWXUHU��'HWHUJHQWV�
PXVW�EH�DSSURYHG�IRU�XVH�ZLWK�
metal reusable general surgical 
LQVWUXPHQWV��([DPSOHV�RI�GHWHUJHQWV�
XVHG�LQ�YDOLGDWLRQ�VWXGLHV��(Q]\PDWLF�
'HWHUJHQW��&LGH]\PH�(Q]RO�

DRYING
Dry the outside of the instruments 
using the drying cycle of the cleaning 
HTXLSPHQW��,I�QHFHVVDU\��WKH�
instruments can be dried by hand with 
D�OLQW�IUHH�FORWK��&RPSUHVVHG��¿OWHUHG�
air can be used for instruments with 
OXPHQV�

DRYING
'U\�LQVWUXPHQWV�ZLWK�D�OLQW�IUHH�FORWK��
&RPSUHVVHG��¿OWHUHG�DLU�FDQ�EH�XVHG�
IRU�LQVWUXPHQWV�ZLWK�OXPHQV�

DISINFECTIONEMPIRE�GRHV�QRW�SURYLGH�
GLVLQIHFWLRQ� instructions due to the 
sterility LQVWUXFWLRQV�SURYLGHG�

DISINFECTIONEMPIRE�GRHV�QRW�SURYLGH�
GLVLQIHFWLRQ� instructions due to the 
sterility LQVWUXFWLRQV�SURYLGHG�

INSPECTION AND FUNCTIONAL CHECK
,QVSHFW�WKH�LQVWUXPHQW�DIWHU�HDFK�VWHULOL]DWLRQ�F\FOH�DQG�SULRU�WR�HDFK�XVH�DV�
LW�PD\�EH�GDPDJHG�GXULQJ�WUDQVLW�WR�WKH�FXVWRPHU��GXULQJ�UHFHLYLQJ�DW�WKH�
FXVWRPHU�VLWH��GXULQJ�XVH�LQ�D�SUHYLRXV�SURFHGXUH�RU�GXULQJ�WKH�FOHDQLQJ�RU�

en

accessible surfaces

accessible surfaces

accessible surfaces

sliding shaft

take-apart 
(dismountable)



VWHULOL]DWLRQ�SURFHVV��$OO�PRYLQJ�SDUWV��WLSV��ER[�ORFNV��UDWFKHWV��VHUUDWLRQV�DQG�
FXWWLQJ�HGJHV��LI�DSSOLFDEOH��PXVW�EH�LQVSHFWHG�IRU�ZHDU�DQG�FRQ¿UPHG�WR�EH�
IXQFWLRQDO��&RQ¿UP�VPRRWK�RSHUDWLRQ�GXULQJ�RSHQLQJ�DQG�FORVLQJ�RI�D�KLQJHG�
LQVWUXPHQW�DQG�WKDW�WLSV�EODGHV�DOLJQ�SURSHUO\��6FUHZV�PD\�EHFRPH�ORRVH�GXULQJ�
QRUPDO�RSHUDWLRQ�RI�DQ�LQVWUXPHQW��,QVSHFW�EHIRUH�VWHULOL]DWLRQ�DQG�SULRU�WR�XVH�LQ�
RUGHU�WR�HQVXUH�SURSHU�IXQFWLRQ��,QVSHFW�WKH�LQVWUXPHQW�IRU�UXVW��SLWWLQJ��FUDFNLQJ�
RU�EXUUV��VWDLQLQJ�RU�GLVFRORUDWLRQ��UHDGDELOLW\�RI�GHYLFH�PDUNLQJV�DV�DSSOLFDEOH�
DQG�ZRUQ�RU�EURNHQ�SDUWV��5HSDLU�RU�UHSODFH�DQ\�LQVWUXPHQW�IRXQG�QRW�WR�EH�
DFFHSWDEOH�

MAINTENANCE, HANDLING AND OPERATION OF SURGICAL 
INSTRUMENTS
The assembly and disassembly of the instrument must only be performed by 
SHUVRQQHO�WUDLQHG�WR�WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQ¶V�WUDLQLQJ�UHTXLUHPHQWV��7KH�LQVWUXPHQW�
PXVW�EH�FOHDQHG��OXEULFDWHG�DQG�IXQFWLRQDOO\�FKHFNHG�SULRU�WR�HDFK�XVH��8VH�D�
QRQ�VLOLFRQH��ZDWHU�EDVHG�OXEULFDQW�SULRU�WR�VWHULOL]DWLRQ��'R�QRW�XVH�PLQHUDO�RLO��
SHWUROHXP�RU�VLOLFRQ�EDVHG�OXEULFDWLRQ�SURGXFWV��'R�QRW�XVH�DQ�LQVWUXPHQW�ZLWK�
EURNHQ��FUDFNHG�RU�ZRUQ�SDUWV��2QO\�XVH�WKH�LQVWUXPHQW�IRU�LWV�LQWHQGHG�XVH��
Misuse and improper handling may result in damage, potentially resulting in 
XVHU�RU�SDWLHQW�LQMXU\��,I�UHSDLU�LV�UHTXLUHG��UHWXUQ�FOHDQ�DQG�VWHULOH�LQVWUXPHQWV�WR�
7HOHÀH[�

PACKAGING
After cleaning and inspection, place the instrument in terminally sterilized 
SDFNDJLQJ��DV�SHU�,62��������RU�D�VWHULOL]DWLRQ�FRQWDLQHU�ZKLFK�ZLOO�SURWHFW�WKH�
LQVWUXPHQW�IURP�WKH�HQYLURQPHQW�DV�ZHOO�DV�SHUPLW�VWHULOL]DWLRQ��$IWHU�VWHULOL]DWLRQ�
the instrument should remain in the packaging or sterilization container for 
SURWHFWLRQ�IURP�WKH�HQYLURQPHQW�DQG�WR�PDLQWDLQ�VWHULOLW\��

STERILIZATION
,QVWUXPHQW�VKRXOG�EH�DUUDQJHG�LQ�D�GLVDVVHPEOHG�RSHQ�SRVLWLRQ��ZKHUH�
DSSOLFDEOH��(QJDJHG�UDWFKHWV�FDQ�UHVXOW�LQ�GDPDJH�WR�WKH�LQVWUXPHQW��7R�DYRLG�
electrochemical reactions, separate instruments fabricated from different 
PDWHULDOV�

The following steam sterilization cycles may be used for instruments:

Sterilization 
Method

Instrument 
&RQÀJXUDWLRQ Temperature

Exposure 
Time 

(minimum)
Drying Time 
(minimum)

3UH�YDFXXP� Wrapped ����)������&� ��PLQXWHV ���PLQXWHV

3UH�YDFXXP� Wrapped ����)������&��WR�
����)������&� ��PLQXWHV ���PLQXWHV

3UH�YDFXXP� Wrapped ����)������&� ��PLQXWHV ���PLQXWHV
*UDYLW\�

Displacement Wrapped ����)������&��WR�
����)������&� ���PLQXWHV ���PLQXWHV

Note:�)ODVK�VWHULOL]DWLRQ�LV�QRW�UHFRPPHQGHG�IRU�XVH�ZLWK�WKHVH�LQVWUXPHQWV�

STORAGE
,QVWUXPHQW�PXVW�EH�VWRUHG�LQ�D�GU\��FOHDQ��FKHPLFDO�IUHH�DQG�GXVW�IUHH�
HQYLURQPHQW��,QVWUXPHQW�PXVW�UHPDLQ�ZUDSSHG�RU�ZLWKLQ�WKH�VWHULOL]DWLRQ�
FRQWDLQHU�WR�PDLQWDLQ�VWHULOLW\�

ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS
8VH�RI�FOHDQLQJ�DQG�VWHULOL]DWLRQ�PHWKRGV�RWKHU�WKDQ�WKRVH�SURYLGHG�E\�EMPIREPXVW�EH�YDOLGDWHG�E\�WKH�KHDOWK�FDUH�IDFLOLW\�XVLQJ�DSSURSULDWH�
YDOLGDWHG� ODERUDWRU\�PHWKRGV�

WARNING
,QVWUXPHQWV�ZKLFK�DUH�XVHG�FRQVFLRXVO\�RQ�SDWLHQWV�ZLWK�D�SULRQ�EDVHG�GLVHDVH�
�WUDQVPLVVLEOH�VSRQJLIRUP�HQFHSKDORSDWK\�GLVHDVH��&-'��%6(��HWF���RU�RQ�
SDWLHQWV�VXVSHFWHG�RI�KDYLQJ�RQH�RI�WKHVH�GLVHDVHV�DUH�QRW�VDIH�WR�EH�UHXVHG�
DQG�PXVW�EH�GLVSRVHG�RI�DV�SHU�DSSURYHG�KRVSLWDO�SURFHGXUHV�
Do not clean and/or sterilize instruments suspected of prion-contamination 
prior to disposal, as introducing these instruments to the reprocessing facility 
may lead to contamination of other instruments and/or the reprocessing facility 
HTXLSPHQW��

PRODUCT INFORMATION DISCLOSUREEMPIRE�H[FOXGHV�DOO�ZDUUDQWLHV��H[FHSW�EMPIRE¶V�DSSOLFDEOH�6WDQGDUG�:DUUDQW
\�whether  expressed  or  implied , including  but  not  limited  to , any  implied 
warranties  RI�PHUFKDQWDELOLW \�RU�¿WQHVV�IRU�D�SDUWLFXODU �SXUSRVH��EMPIRE �VKDOO�
QRW �EH  liable  for  any  incidental  or consequential  loss , damage , or expense , 
directly or LQGLUHFWO\�DULVLQJ�IURP�XVH�RI�WKLV�SURGXFW�H[FHSW�IRU�WKH�LQWHQGHG�XVH�
VSHFL¿HG��EMPIRE �GRHV�QRW�DVVXPH �QRU�DXWKRUL ]H�DQ\�SHUVRQ �WR�DVVXPH �IRU�
WKHP�DQ\�RWKHU�RU�DGGLWLRQDO �OLDELOLW\�RU�UHVSRQVLELOLW \�LQ�FRQQHFWLRQ �ZLWK�WKHVH�
SURGXFWV�
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