
Central de Cafetaleros del Nor Oriente (CECANOR), formerly CSECANOR, is a              
cooperative of coffee farmers from the Lambayeque region of Peru.  Established 
in 1999 as a partnership between three regional cooperatives, CECANOR strives to 
receive a higher profit margin through direct sales to international markets.  Since its        
inception, the cooperative has been committed to quality production, environmental 
preservation, and community development.  Twenty percent of CECANOR’s members 
are women, and a woman represents the cooperative on Peru’s National Coffee Board. 

Revenue from Fair Trade sales has enabled CECANOR to:
• Improve regional infrastructure.  The cooperative has financed the repair 

of 75 kilometers of highway and the construction of over 12 kilometers of 
new highway.  An improved road network has enabled CECANOR members to 
transport their coffee more efficiently.  

• Protect the environment.  Hillside farmers have planted live barriers, 
including coffee tree, to prevent erosion.

• Promote quality control.  CECANOR employs two agronomists that      
implement technical assistance programs specific to each farm’s ecosystem 
and microclimate.

• Empower women.  The cooperative founded four community banks 
that provide micro-credit to women for projects such as small restaurant    
development, parcel improvement, and sales to local markets.

• Provide pre-harvest credit.  CECANOR supports its farmers economically 
when they need it most.

• Support healthcare.  The cooperative employs healthcare professionals 
trained in primary care and provides first aid kits for each of its 43              
communities.

 ABOUT THE COOP 

Date Established: 1999

Number of Members: 2,119

Annual Production: 92 containers

 ABOUT THE COFFEE  

Varieties: Typica

Elevation: 1000-1700m

Processing: Wet processing and sun drying

Cup Characteristics: Good body, slightly 
sweet, mild acidity 

Harvest Season: Apr-Sep 

Export Season: May-Dec

Organic Production: 30%

Organic Certification Agency: OCIA

CECANOR, Peru
“Fair Trade has a broad impact on our community.  It allows us to con-
tinue to strengthen our programs, and it improves the lives of farmers, 
their families, and our community.”

—Isabel Uriarte Latorre, 
CECANOR member
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