
Easy Guide to Colouring in by Barbara Gray

The artwork contained in this colouring book has been illustrated, charted, plotted and designed 
by several of us. 
Our aim was to create a delightful and diverse collection of black and white pictures for colouring 
in, which still allows YOU to add your own creative spin.
Some of the line art is very intricate, some is more open - looser. The different flavours reflect the 
different artists.
Ironically, the busier the line art, the easier it is to colour in. 
Conversely, larger, open areas can be more challenging, especially if you want to add light, shade 
and depth. 
But that’s exactly where you can turn a colouring book page into a fabulous and original piece of 
your own artwork! 
The trick is to break larger areas down into smaller parts until you are comfortable with colouring 
them in. 
Here’s a simple step-by-step guide on how to do this. All you need is an HB pencil.

Here is a picture of finches and foliage. You can see what 

I mean by open areas for colouring in.

1. Let’s do all the leaves first. Decide 
where the main veins are on the 
leaves, and lightly pencil them in.

2.  Once the main areas have been 
established, we can add more detail 
if we choose to. 

3. Shall we add some interest to 
the finches, too? Why not! I like to 
doodle-fill images authentically. In 
other words, in keeping with what 
they are.

4. Gently fill in all the leaves. Looking 
at the line art from a distance often 
helps decipher what’s what. 



5. I like using colouring pencils. Use 
the lightest colour first. Gently work 
from the outer edge of the image.

6. Go back over the light green with 
a darker green, but stay closer to the 
edge, so the light green still shows.

7. Let’s change to blue. Very lightly 
add a whisper of blue to the whole 
leaf. 

8. Use a darker blue to bring out the 
veins and add depth. Sharpen the 
pencil for the vein.

9. If you look at the pencils, you might 
think there is very little difference. 
Not so. 

10. By gradually applying layers of 
colour and occasional added pencil 
pressure, the leaf will come to life.



11. The next thing to consider is the 
backdrop. Apply a whisper of blue 
around the leaf

12. Grey is a key colour to add a drop 
shadow below the leaf. This will 
really make the leaf pop.

13. Who’d have thought that you 
could achieve this dimension from a 
simple leaf outline, eh....


