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North-East Scotland  
Branch Newsletter 
Spring 2023 

 

Welcome to the first newsletter of 2023. 

We start with some forward information about this year’s Aberdeen Birding Calendar events and next winter’s 
talks programme, as so far arranged, followed by a few more articles and useful branch notices. 

Aberdeen Birding Calendar 

We are pleased to be running events again this year under the banner of the Aberdeen Birding Calendar: a 
unique series of events for beginners and experienced birders alike. 

The Birding Calendar is an exciting, different, programme of outdoor gatherings for those new to birding as 
well as lifelong enthusiasts. Enjoyable field meetings where you can explore particular topics in a bit more 
depth, meet like-minded people, share experience and hopefully have a good day out! 

Everyone is welcome - Whether you are just starting out or can share your experience on an enjoyable day. 
You don’t need to be a member of the SOC. 

The first event this year will reprise last year’s successful session:  
 
Making baby birds: nest finding and recording on Saturday 10 June at Girdle Ness 
 

     
 
The event will look at the importance of monitoring breeding birds for conservation and this will be explored 
in the field; there will also be discussion on where birds breed; how to find nests; how to record nests 
including casual finds in your garden; ethics and law in nest-finding. The session will be led by Raymond 
Duncan, Secretary of the Grampian Ringing Group and one of the leading nest-recorders in the region. If 
nests are found with young at a suitable stage, you will get a chance to see young birds up close and how 
they are ringed.  
 
There will be a small charge for this event and BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL 
 
For further details and to book: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/scottish-ornithologists-club-north-east-scotland-branch-29394236349 
 
Follow the SOC branch page on Eventbrite to get information about further events this year! 
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Next winter’s talks programme 

We will be holding face-to-face meetings again for next winter’s talks programme. Our provisional winter 
programme includes a good mix of subjects:  

Monday 2 October – tba 

Monday 6 November – Innes Sim: Ring Ouzels 

Monday 4 December – Daisy Burnell: Seabird Atlas. 
Monday 9 January 2024 – Steve Brusatte: How birds evolved from dinosaurs.  (online)  
            (joint meeting with local RSPB Members Group) 

Monday 5 February – Jos Milner: Sustainable moorland management & more in the East Cairngorms 

Monday 4 March – tba 

Monday 8 April – Branch AGM, followed by a talk tba 

nb. pending talks to be confirmed for the three unfilled dates. 

There may also be an online workshop arranged by Head Office staff, about recording with BirdTrack if we 
can make it work. 

Head Office will once again present monthly online talks, September 2023 to April 2024, open to all SOC 
members. Dates and details will be advised in due course.  

 
John Wills, Branch Secretary  

 
Merlins leaving the nest 

Graham Rebecca gave a very interesting talk on ‘Breeding Merlins on Deeside’ to a joint meeting of the 
local SOC branch and RSPB members group on 14 March. For technical reasons, he was unable to 
include three short videos of a nest site in Norway, with chicks and then the fledging of all three. So, 
belatedly here they are (and for those who missed the talk). 

1. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VRy9V7LGTXA&t=0s 

2. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DOZDvKHW4ac 

3. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t2lHjarI-qI 

 
Aberdeen Bay Offshore Wind Farm, Balmedie - technical study report of interaction 
between seabirds and turbines 

The following link is to a technical report on a two-year study of the interactions between the seabirds using 
the site and the 11-turbine wind farm at Balmedie. Most folk see these things offshore and must wonder 
what impact they have. The study used video cameras and radar located on the turbines and platforms to 
monitor seabird flight behaviour close to the turbine array, and modelling studies to assess impacts. It’s 
from the company, Vattenfall, and doesn’t deal with every weather/visibility situation, but it seems to 
suggest that avoidance is very high amongst most species. 

It does not address the perception of the declining scoter flock which uses this site every summer.  

It’s a very technical report so most people will probably just want to read the summary of the results. 

Unless it’s a complete whitewash, the results are preferable to a study which shows the opposite! 

AOWFL-Aberdeen Seabird Study (vattenfall.com) 
  
Osprey Breeding report, Aberdeenshire, 2022  
Estimated breeding population : 20 pairs  

Between 18 and 21 pairs of Ospreys are known to have nested in Aberdeenshire over the past eight years, 
though we believe pairs are missed. We know that some of our fledged youngsters are breeding 
elsewhere, so movement away of potential recruits could influence our local population. Good conditions in 
June 2022 favoured Ospreys breeding, with fine June weather at the critical time for young chicks, and 
perhaps dry conditions and low river flows made fishing easier too. This year, we had the highest total 
number of fledged young and our highest ever production of chicks per nest in the past 29 years.  
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Year 
No. occupied nests No. young fledged Fledged young per 

occupied nest 
No. young ringed 

2020 20 26 1.3 1 

2021 20 37 1.85 0 

2022 20 40 * 2.0 * 0 

 
* 2022 was the best in 29 years for total young and young per nest 
 

    
Osprey pair and Aberdeenshire’s second ever brood of four,  
at Lochter platform, Oldmeldrum (photo: E.Webster) 

Ian Francis, Osprey coordinator 
 

RSPB & the Avian Flu pandemic 
Avian influenza has had a huge effect on wild birds in the UK and beyond. In NE Scotland the most 
significant impact last year was recorded in breeding seabirds, and mainly in Gannets at Troup Head. Here, 
RSPB staff estimated a minimum of 3,000 adults died, but having an accurate figure was challenging given 
where birds were dying. Chick mortality was very high at about 90%. In an average year, this figure would 
be around 30%. Other seabird species were also affected but at a much lower number. Kittiwakes and auks 
were recorded dead and dying at both Troup head and Fowlsheugh. We will not know the full impact on 
these important seabird populations until this spring and summer when breeding commences. Monitoring 
will be carried out across many Scottish seabird colonies this year to gauge the damage. 

Thankfully, our waterfowl do not appear to have been as badly hit as populations in some regions further 
west. There have been confirmed NE Scotland cases in geese and swans, but the numbers have been 
very small in comparison to, for example Dumfries & Galloway or Argyle. 

 

Corn Bunting Survey – North East Scotland 2023/24 
RSPB are looking for volunteer Corn Bunting surveyors in the larger NE Scotland area. 

Corn buntings are found in open habitats, usually associated with arable land (i.e. fields of wheat, barley 
and vegetables – rather than grassland and woodland).  They need perches overlooking their territory – 
these are usually telephone wires, fence posts/wires or an isolated bush or small tree.  The song is 
produced by the male only with young fed and cared for by the female.  The song begins with an ascending 
trill and has been likened to a bunch of jangling keys.   

 

Information required 
 Maximum number of singing males 
 Map the area surveyed and where Corn Buntings were heard singing 
 Return maps and recording forms by mid-August 
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Number and timing of visits 
One visit per month in May, June and July, at least two weeks apart. 

Time of day 
Morning is best but can be done throughout the day. 

Weather constraints 
Windy or wet weather should be avoided. 

Sites/areas to visit 
A number of tetrads are available. A tetrad is a 2x2km square and depending upon the amount of suitable 
habitat, may take more than one morning to survey.  Within this area, the surveyor should aim to survey as 
much open farmland as possible.  This should only be undertaken from public roads, farm tracks and 
footpaths.  NO access arrangements have been made for surveying on farms.  Unless you have 
permission from a farmer/landowner please DO NOT enter private land. 
 
Interested? contact Amanda Biggins in the Aberdeen RSPB office (Amanda.Biggins@rspb.org.uk) 
 

Hywel Maggs, RSPB Area Manager 

  

Replacing the Fair Isle Bird Observatory Library 
During the disastrous fire at the Bird Observatory in 2019 not only was the building razed to the ground but 
also the precious and much-loved library including all the books, journals and old written logs including the 
famous chatty logs were lost. 

The birding community responded magnificently and generously with a huge fundraising effort and many 
offers of books and even complete collections. Consequently, the Trustees asked me, as a volunteer, to 
organize the replacement of the library. As the rebuilding the Observatory gathers pace, it is timely for the 
library project to also move forward. 

Over a short period in the months immediately after the fire, we were offered many thousands of books, far 
more than we could cope with, and it was clear that many were either massively duplicated or were not 
appropriate for what was needed. Consequently, we developed a wish list of about 1,200 books which 
included handbooks, field and identification guides to birds in relevant areas. In addition, similar guides to 
the complete range of flora and fauna were included as the Observatory assists with the recording of the 
full biodiversity of species reaching the island. We also included general bird-related books for leisure 
reading and a collection of books about Fair Isle, Shetland and Orkney. The number of journals was 
reduced due to space constraints and their increasing ease of access on the internet. Generally speaking, 
antiquarian books were not included because of the problems of secure storage and access as some are 
quite valuable. Many old titles are also now available online. 

Thanks to the wonderful response from birders (or often their bereaved spouses) we now have most of the 
books we want. The remaining ones that we do not have are listed here and it would be wonderful if you 
were able to help with any of them – either by passing on secondhand copies or generously buying them 
specifically for the Observatory. 

You will note that many of the titles are recently published books and keeping up with them has been a 
particular challenge. 

Please would you contact me at jginnever@outlook.com and I will arrange with you to get them to me. 
Please do not send books direct to Fair Isle as there is no storage to keep them safe and sound at the 
moment. Please contact me first and I will advise you. 

 
John Ginnever 

 

postscript: the branch acquired a good copy of the Francis and Cook Breeding Birds of North-East Scotland 
and donated it to the FIBO Library. (We don’t have any more new ones in stock - all sold out) 
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North-East Scotland Bird Report 
The report administrator Ian Middleton has indicated that he is intending to 
stand down after successfully producing the last two editions, and creating a 
much admired website. Administration of future reports and managing its 
finances has now passed to Mark Sullivan, who also edits the report. 

NESBR 2021 has now been published and copies posted to all paid-up 
subscribers.  

The Report is bigger and better than ever with 193 pages in full-colour and 
packed with data, essays, photographs, illustrations, charts and 
tables. Sections on Mammals (including Cetaceans) and Reptiles & 
Amphibians, plus for the first time Butterflies, in the region are also included. 
Copies are priced at £10.00 inc p&p. 

Any non-subscribers who would like more information or who may be 
interested in buying a copy, should visit www.nescotlandbirdreport.org.uk in 
the first instance.  

 

North-East Scotland Bird Report 2022 
The 2021 report has been published, and collection of data for the North-East Scotland Bird 
Report 2022 has been completed and transferred to the report editor Mark Sullivan for distribution to the 
team of species account compilers. Late submissions will now be held over until the next report. 

Many thanks to all those who have contributed to the 128k records that have been received for 2022– yet 
another all-time high total. Again, the bulk of these submissions have come via the online platforms 
BirdTrack and eBird and includes rarities such as Greater Sandplover, Brown Shrike, Ross’s Goose, 
Ross’s Gull, and multiples of Caspian Gull and Pallid Swift. 

Every record is valuable though, particularly if evidence of breeding is obtained – this can be recorded 
easily in the BirdTrack system. There are still several common species for which we receive very few 
breeding records! 

As before, you can submit records throughout the year rather than wait until the end of the year. The 
optimum method, which reduces risk of introducing errors via handling multiple files, is to submit via BTO 
BirdTrack https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/birdtrack or the recently upgraded (and very easy to 
use) BirdTrack mobile app and I am very grateful to all those who have adopted this system in recent 
years. I can also take a limited number of records on excel spreadsheets, but please ensure that these are 
formatted with one record per row, and separate columns for species, quantity, location, grid reference, first 
date, last date, observer name and comments (if any). eBird records can also be accepted and these are 
now easily integrated into the records database; eBird records now account for about a sixth of the records. 

Please send emailed spreadsheets to me at nescotlandrecorder@the-soc.org.uk  

Note - BirdTrack can generate grid references automatically for you by zooming in on a map. If working out 
your own grid ref for entering to a spreadsheet, please do so at a resolution appropriate for the record. For 
example, a four-figure grid ref might be more appropriate for a count across a larger area. Tetrad grid refs 
can also be accepted if a site spans several 1 km squares. Occasionally (though rarely), just a two-figure 
reference is appropriate. Six-figure grid references are great for small sites, single birds, etc. (such as in a 
garden). Remember that a grid reference defines a square (a six-figure reference defines a 100 x 100 m 
square, a four-figure reference defines a 1 x 1 km square, etc.). There are several online grid ref tools but 
the one I use the most is:  https://www.gridreferencefinder.com 

Some additional tips: 

Use a recognisable Ordnance Survey place name - not “my garden" or such like. 

Be careful with transcribing dates. Ideally use dd/mm/yyyy with forward slashes (e.g. 25/12/2023). 

For records of breeding relevance, especially scarce breeding species, give the sex where possible - a 
record of a male and a female Wigeon in spring on a Deeside wetland is more useful than a record of two 
Wigeon. As stated above, BirdTrack can be used to record breeding evidence; sensitive species are 
automatically screened out and hidden from the publicly visible site. Records of rare breeding birds are 
reported to the UK Rare Breeding Birds Panel for their annual report in the journal British Birds. 

Please submit your records to either BirdTrack  
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https://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/birdtrack/bird-recording or include them along with your annual 
returns to the Local Recorder nescotlandrecorder@the-soc.org.uk. Grid references will add greatly to the 
usefulness of the records.  

For more immediate sightings and news of rare and scarce birds in the region look on the ABZ Rare Birds 
Facebook site https://www.facebook.com/groups/1639372516314467/. Note that this not a photographic 
site, though photographs of rare birds are fine. For cute pics of Blue Tits, birds at feeders, Otters and 
Badgers, and lots of Red Squirrels, see the NE Scotland Wildlife Facebook site  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/415568265190521/. Note, you will have to sign up to join either group, 
but they are free. 

Again, everybody should also keep a lookout (and ear-out!) for Nuthatches, especially potential breeding 
records. 2022 saw another set of records from Deeside and also from gardens in mid-Donside, so keep 
eyes and ears open in any local woodland, and even your garden feeders.  

 
A brief reminder to all birdwatchers about news of rare breeding birds and causing 
disturbance 

As you are all aware, the breeding season is now in full swing and this is a period of vulnerability for all 
birds. As such, could those who find rare birds in suitable breeding habitat please give serious 
consideration as to whether the news should be made public. 

Egg collectors may frequent birders’ websites and email lists to garner information and some breeding birds 
are vulnerable to disturbance simply from birders or photographers visiting their nesting area. You may 
think that there is no harm from your own short visit but consider the cumulative impact of several people 
visiting the site. There have been cases in the past of birders and photographers causing nest failures so 
please, don't let this happen here in the North-East. The law is strict when it comes to deliberate 
disturbance. The same general request goes to passing on information by other means, such as in 
conversation to other birders that you may encounter. As a rule of thumb, don't pass on information on rare 
breeding birds and if you are aware of others talking openly about locations, please politely ask them not to. 

Of utmost importance is the need to avoid disturbance to Capercaillie leks and breeding areas – the 
population in the UK and in North-east Scotland is perilously low and birds are extremely susceptible to 
disturbance. The “Lek It Be” campaign has been launched by Cairngorms Connect to implore birders not to 
visit lek sites or look for Capercaillie from March to August; call Police Scotland on 101 if you see anyone 
disturbing Capercaillie. https://cairngormscapercaillie.scot/lek-it-be/aillie Project 

Details of sightings of rare breeding birds can be sent in confidence to the Local Recorder 
nescotlandrecorder@the-soc.org.uk  who will send them to the Rare Birds Breeding Panel. 

 

Ian Broadbent, Local Recorder for North-east Scotland 

  

BTO News  
Firstly, thank you to Patrick Cook for taking on the role of WeBS organiser for the area, it is very much 
appreciated. 

The BTO is looking for a Regional Organiser to help co-ordinate and support the volunteer surveyors for 
the North Aberdeenshire area.  Could this be you?  At the bare minimum this volunteer role would involve 
responding to enquiries from new volunteers for BBS and WBBS squares, and for the Heronries Census. 
You could undertake the co-ordination of just one or two of these surveys.  Many areas in the UK have a 
Regional Network team of several survey organisers, so that local management of the surveys is shared.  
Full training and support is provided by BTO staff in Scotland.  This is an opportunity for someone who is 
keen to support and encourage other bird-enthusiasts to gather vital data, develop their skills and be part of 
a vibrant community. If you are interested in finding out more, please contact: Ben Darvill 
ben.darvill@bto.org Steve Willis steve.willis@bto.org  or Claire Marsden fbears@me.com  

Hopefully the spring weather will return soon, and we can all enjoy some local birding in the sunshine.  

The following Survey opportunities are available: 

National Woodcock Survey – This is a once every ten years national survey (last carried out in 2013) so 
good coverage is very important.  It’s not too late to take part.  There are still sites available to survey in the 
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Aberdeenshire area.  Three visits are required between April/May and June, at least one week apart.  
Please check out the BTO website for more information: https://www.bto.org/woodcock  

Breeding Bird Survey (BBS)/Waterways Breeding Bird Survey (WBBS): There are 32 squares currently 
vacant in north Aberdeenshire, and twelve BBS and three WBBS sites in Kincardine and Deeside. Check 
the BTO websites: https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/bbs  & https://www.bto.org/our-
science/projects/wbbs, or contact Steve Willis (steve.willis@bto.org) or Claire Marsden (fbears@me.com) 
to find a suitable square near you. 

Heronries Census: Some old sites require checking and any herons nesting should be reported. Any help 
with heronries census would be appreciated. Please contact Ian Woodward herons@bto.org or Claire or 
check out the BTO website https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/heronries-census  

Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS): A number of sites are vacant especially along the east coast.....between St 
Cyrus and Stonehaven, between Balmedie and the Ythan, between the Ythan and Whinnyfold, and around 
Fraserburgh. Check the BTO map https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/wetland-bird-survey or contact 
the new WeBS co-ordinator for this area, Patrick Cook. (pcooknature@gmail.com ) 

Garden Birdwatch: For those who want to get involved but prefer to stay nearer home, perhaps the 
Garden Birdwatch is for you!. This project is now free to join. Check out the BTO website  
https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/gbw 

BirdTrack: Make your birding count! Use BirdTrack to record your bird sightings, keep your records 
secure, send records automatically to the Local Recorder and help improve our bird knowledge. Using the 
BirdTrack App on your Smartphone is simple, quick and current. See details at the BirdTrack 
site https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/birdtrack 

Please also note that you can now submit records of other species on BirdTrack; mammals, amphibians, 
butterflies, dragonflies, orchids, and reptiles.  

Claire Marsden 
BTO Regional Organiser, Kincardine & Deeside (fbears@me.com) 

 
Where to Watch Birds in Scotland – the SOC free mobile app 
We hope everyone has by now downloaded the SOC’s free mobile app  
Where to Watch Birds in Scotland and is finding it useful! It’s got details of 
lots of birding sites in the NE (indeed, all over Scotland), how to get there 
and what to expect, as well as other helpful information for beginners and 
experts alike. 

You can help make it even better! 
One of the app features is a list of recent records at each site extracted from 
BirdTrack. The more everyone uses BirdTrack, the better this feature 
becomes! If you use BirdTrack in the field, you should see some of your 
records appear on the app just a short time later (the actual time varies). 
We’ll be fine-tuning this feature as we learn more about how it is being used. 

Please submit your sightings via the BirdTrack app or web site and help 
make the Where to Watch Birds app even better! 

Finally, we welcome any revisions, amendments, additional information for 
those sites already contained in the app, also any new additions to the app - 
with suggestions as who should write it up! 

  Alan Knox 

 

Notable birds of Autumn 2022 and Winter 2022/2023 

This article reminds us of some of the notable birds that occurred in the region over autumn and winter. 

We start in October, with a Red-necked Grebe on Meikle Loch to the end of the month. A Yellow-legged Gull 
was a popular visitor to the Inchgarth reservoir, though often proved elusive for several days on end. A 
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Hawfinch was a brief garden visitor in Oldmeldrum for one day only, the 17th. Strathbeg saw a Temmoinck’s 
Stint 25-27th. Single Pallid Swifts at Girdle Ness and Catterline at the end of the month heralded a small 
influx into early November at several separate sites. A Lesser Yellowlegs was at Strathbeg 4-12 November 
and the Yellow-legged Gull was back at Inchgarth for a couple of days mid-month. A Dusky Warbler was 
seen on Forvie NNR on 12th, but other late-Autumn migrants were few. There was a wide scatter of Waxwing 
sightings through the month, with flocks of 80 and 60 in Aberdeen on a couple of dates, but it wasn’t a big 
Waxwing winter. A juvenile Red-crested Pochard was on the Urie on the 27th and a single Nuthatch was 
observed at Crathes Castle on the 30th. 

December saw the YL Gull back for one day only at Inchgarth; a few Waxwing flocks were still around through 
the month; a juvenile Bewick’s Swan frequented Loch of Strathbeg staying on until early February. A Bittern 
briefly stopped over at St.Fittick’s park, Aberdeen on 21 December. 

Into the new year and another Red-crested Pochard was seen on 4 January, at Strathbeg this time. A fly-
past Bonaparte’s Gull was seen at St.Combs on the 8th. The only Great Grey Shrike of the winter was at 
Torphins on 27 January. A single Firecrest was a belated call for 2 January seen on Huntly Golf Course. 

Heading into early spring and there wasn’t a great deal to shout about, the best being a Water Pipit at 
Cairnbulg 18-24 February and intermittently through March, and seen once more on 11 April. There were still 
a few Waxwings about. The (likely returning) Ross’s Gull put in an appearance at Kinnaird Head from 4 
March, moving onto the rocks at Cairnbulg, and still around in mid-April, again proving a very popular bird 
particularly for the patient photographers amongst us. 

The first returning Cranes were recorded at Strathbeg on 11 March and first returning Osprey in the first few 
days of April. A reliable report of two Alpine Swifts seen Bridge of Don, likely part of the influx into Ireland 
and Britain in early April, unfortunately could not be relocated. 

 
nb. all of the above is based on information gleaned from various, mostly reliable, sources (e.g. ABZ-
RareBirds, Facebook, WhatsApp) but are unconfirmed. All records of rare and scarce birds are provisional 
until ratified by the appropriate rarities committee (NESRC, SBRC, or BBRC). 

John Wills 

 

Finally , a couple of repeat notices: 

The Atlas Fund  

As a result of the publication of our local atlas, The Breeding Birds of North-East Scotland in 2011, we have 
a sum of money that is currently held on account. While we’re not looking to spend it in a hurry (some, for 
instance, may be used to support a future atlas), the editors (Ian Francis and Martin Cook) along with the 
North-East Scotland Branch have decided that money can be made available to support birds and ornithology 
in the region. For the purposes of the fund, this region comprises of Moray, Aberdeenshire and Aberdeen 
City, in accordance with the published atlas. In order to ensure transparent distribution of any of the money, 
the following rules have been drawn up: 

 Applicants must be able to demonstrate that their project will benefit ornithology in North-east 
Scotland (including Moray). 

 Grants are available only for amateur projects. 
 Applicants are expected to be existing members of, or to join, the SOC. 
 Where applicable, it is expected that recipients will disseminate the results of their project to local 

birdwatchers. This may be by a talk to the local SOC branches or through publication in the North-
East Scotland or Moray Bird Reports, or Scottish Birds. 

 Any publications relating to the project results should state that a contribution towards costs was 
received from The North-East Scotland Atlas Fund. 

 The fund is administered by the North-East Scotland SOC Committee or by an alternative committee 
or subcommittee that they entrust with this role. Awards are entirely at the discretion of the awarding 
body. 

 Applicants must state whether or not they have applied for, or intend to apply for or have received, 
grant aid from other sources. 

 Where appropriate, applicants are expected to have applied for an SOC Research Grant and to be 
aware of other funding sources. 
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 The grant must be used for the purpose stated in the application unless otherwise approved in writing 
by the awarding body. The grant must be returned to the awarding body if it is not used by the recipient 
as agreed by the awarding body. 

Applications may be made at any time by writing to the Secretary of the North-East Scotland SOC Branch 
(grampian.secretary@the-soc.org.uk). 

Branch Committee 

Two committee members, Bill Craigie (Treasurer) and Hugh Addlesee, elected to retire from the committee 
this year. The Committee on behalf of the branch membership thanked them for their contribution to branch 
activities. At the AGM Mark Sullivan and Claire Marsden were elected to the committee. Mark had previously 
been on the committee as an ex-officio member as editor of the NES Annual Bird Report. Claire also serves 
as the BTO Regional Representative for Kincardine and Deeside. 

The current committee of the North-East Branch is as follows: 

Alan Knox 

(Chair & Council Representative) 

Tel: 01224 861185 

Email: a.g.knox@abdn.ac.uk 

John Wills 

(Secretary) 

Tel: 01467 651296 

Email: grampian.secretary@the-soc.org.uk 

Mark Sullivan 

(Treasurer and NES Annual Report Manager & Editor) 
Tel: 01224 861446 

Email: geolbird_abz@btinternet.com 

Claire Marsden 

(also BTO Regional Representative for Kincardine & 
Deeside) 

Tel.: 

Email: fbears@me.com 

Mark Lewis 
Tel.: 07500 115130 

Email: lewis_sparky@yahoo.co.uk 

Ian Broadbent 

Ex-officio (Local Recorder) 

Tel: 07790 562892 

Email: nescotlandrecorder@the-soc.org.uk 

 

We welcome nominations or suggestions for new members of the committee at any time. 

Our branch relies on its committee to help keep it running. The duties are not onerous but we would 
welcome volunteers to help with ideas or practical support. If you would like to help, please contact the 
Branch Secretary John Wills at any time. 

Please contact me if you have anything you would like to include in a future edition, or with any other 
comments. My email contact details are: grampian.secretary@the-soc.org.uk. Other ways to keep up to date 
with branch news are through our page on the SOC website (http://www.the-soc.org.uk/local-branches/north-
east-scotland/).  

If you’d like to receive email updates about branch news and events, it would be great to have your email 
address. If you think that we might not have your correct (or preferred) address, please send an email to 
admin@the-soc.org.uk. However, please note that we require members to give specific consent to be 
contacted by email and SMS text messages for the delivery of what are deemed promotional communications 
(Club news and events notices, including branch events, and third party information). Members can visit 
http://www.the-soc.org.uk/members-area for more information.  

John Wills, Branch Secretary  


