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Editor 

Dr Andy Gritt is a native Lancastrian and long-standing member of the Historic Society of Lancashire 

and Cheshire. He has been a member of Council since 2006 and reviews editor for the Transactions since 

2008. Andy undertook his first degree as a mature student at the University of Central Lancashire, 

graduating with a first class degree in 1995, going on to do a PhD at the same institution which was 

awarded in 2000. Andy's research is heavily focussed on the north west, building on his PhD which was 

on the agricultural development of south-west Lancashire, 1650-1850. He has published on agricultural 

labour, landscape history, systems of tenure, and welfare in the north west, themes which continue in his 

ongoing research into rural history, poverty and welfare in the nineteenth century, and the role of family 

history in academic history. Andy is senior lecturer in history at the University of Central Lancashire 

where he teaches modules on public history, historical research methods, working class politics in the 

industrial revolution and supervises research on a wide variety of local topics. Andy is also Director of the 

Institute of Local and Family History which he set up at UCLan in 2001. 

Editorial board members 

Dr Jonathan Healey went to school in Lancaster. He graduated from Magdalen College, Oxford with a 

First in Modern History in 2003, before taking a Master's at Reading University in 2004. He returned to 

Magdalen to complete his DPhil, on the history of poverty and poor relief in early-modern Lancashire, 

which he completed in 2008. Since then he has worked at the Universities of Hertfordshire, Cambridge 

and Oxford, before taking a permanent lectureship at Oxford in 2012. His work focuses on the social and 

economic history of England from the fifteenth century to the nineteenth, and has a particular interests in 

the history of poverty, famine, popular politics and of 'everyday' political violence. With a keen interest in 

communicating the fascinating world of social history to the wider public, he has recently spoken on BBC 

Radio 3 on a number of historical topics, including the disappearance of famine, the concept of 'deserving 

poverty', and the future of the British monarchy. 

Dr Katrina Navickas is senior lecturer in history at the University of Hertfordshire, having previously 

taught at the universities of Edinburgh, Oxford and Bath Spa. She is currently reviews editor of Social 

History journal and communications officer for the Social History Society. Dr Navickas grew up in 

Rochdale, Lancashire, and read modern history at St. John's College, Oxford, where she also received her 

DPhil in 2005. Her research focuses on the history of northern England in the eighteenth and nineteenth 

centuries. Her monograph, Loyalism and Radicalism in Lancashire, 1798-1815 (Oxford University Press, 

2009), examined popular politics in the region during the Napoleonic Wars. She has published many 

academic articles and given several public talks and radio appearances discussing on the Luddites and 

Swing rioters, Chartists, and other political and social protest movements. She edited the memorandum 

books of the Cragg family of Wyresdale for Lancashire Record Society (2006). Dr Navickas is currently 

working on her second book about the landscapes and places of popular protest in northern England, 

1789-1848.  

Dr Máirtín Ó Catháin has a Glasgow Irish background and has focused much of his research on the 

history of the Irish in Britain, though he has a particular research specialism on Fenianism in nineteenth 

century Britain. He has lived in Derry/Londonderry in Northern Ireland for almost twenty years and has 

contributed to numerous local, community, regional, and family history initiatives in his adopted city and 

further afield. Dr Ó Catháin studied Irish History and Politics at the University of Ulster’s Magee College 



campus from 1994 to 1997 graduating with BA (Hons) First Class and proceeding to PhD at the same 

institution which he completed in 2001 on Fenianism in Scotland. This was published as Irish 

Republicanism in Scotland: Fenians in Exile 1858-1916 (Dublin: Irish Academic Press, 2007). He has been at 

the University of Central Lancashire since 2007 with a break of one year in 2009 where he lectures in 

modern Irish and European history. He has researched topics as diverse as baseball in Lancashire and 

Lancastrian soldiers serving with the British army in Ireland during the 1798 Irish rebellion 

Dr Robert Poole is Guild Research Fellow in History at the University of Central Lancashire (UCLAN): 

http://uclan.academia.edu/robertpoole. He has published and lectured extensively on the history of the 

north-west and beyond, starting with a 1985 Lancaster University PHD on the wakes and fairs of 

Lancashire. His books include Time’s Alteration: Calendar Reform in Early Modern England (1998), The Diaries 

of Samuel Bamford (with Martin Hewitt, 2000), The Lancashire Witches: Histories and Stories (2002), Earthrise:  

How Man First Saw the Earth (2008) and The Wonderful Discovery of Witches in the County of Lancaster (2011). He 

is editor of the 2013 Manchester Region History Review on the theme of popular movements. He is currently 

writing a history of the Peterloo Massacre of 1819 and a biography of the radical Samuel Bamford, and 

pursuing a long-term project to make available the extensive primary sources for Peterloo and other 

popular movements in the region. He also has interests in the history of science, particularly the cultural 

history of the space age, and is an associate of the Centre for the History of Science, Technology and 

Medicine at the University of Manchester.  

Dr David Stewart is a senior lecturer in history and BA History course leader at the University of Central 

Lancashire. His research interests traverse twentieth century working class social and political history and 

Scottish history. David graduated with a PhD from the University of Glasgow in 2005. His thesis on the 

impact of Thatcherism in Scotland was published as a monograph in 2009. Recent research has focused 

on the British labour movement’s relationship with imperialism, the Co-operative Party-Labour Party 

alliance, and trade union posters. Through this work David has forged strong links with the People’s 

History Museum and UK Co-operative College, Manchester. He is also a member of the Institute of 

Local and Family History’s steering committee. 

Reviews editors 

Nathan Booth is a postgraduate researcher in nineteenth century British history at the University of 

Manchester, due to submit his doctoral thesis in September 2014. An MA thesis exploring Victorian 

drinking culture in Tameside and East Manchester led to PhD research funding through the Watts Family 

Scholarship. His thesis focuses on leisure and masculinity in the mid-nineteenth century, taking as its case 

study the factory town of Stalybridge, situated on the historic border between Lancashire and Cheshire. It 

is particularly interested in how the spatial dynamics and character of sites of leisure shaped experiences, 

and how men used these environments to engage with or express their emotions. Nathan is also a 

seminar leader and tutor at the University of Manchester, specialising in Modern British social and 

cultural history. He has a forthcoming article in Cheshire History on Taylor Lang, a Stalybridge 

manufacturer of cotton spinning machinery and one of the town’s most successful companies in the late-

nineteenth and early-twentieth century.  

James Mawdesley (M. A.) is currently completing his AHRC-funded doctoral thesis at the University of 

Sheffield, entitled 'Clerical politics in Lancashire and Cheshire during the reign of Charles I, 1625-1649'. 

He is interested in various aspects of 'the long reformation' (c. 1500-1800), particularly in the British Isles, 

but especially in northern England. He has published journal articles in The Journal of Historical Sociology, 

Historical Research, and in The Transactions of the Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire, as well as book 

reviews on the Institute of Historical Research's Reviews in History website. He has also taught 

undergraduate History at the University of Sheffield. 

http://uclan.academia.edu/robertpoole


 


