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YOU WILL NEED:
• Felt: Gingerbread (Cinnamon or 
Acorn),White (Linen), Light blue 
(Swan) and Red (Brick) 
• Felt Stiffener: Non-aerosol hairspray 
or Aleene’s Stiffen Quick, tinfoil, & a 
rimmed cookie sheet
• Glue: Fast Grab Tacky Glue, Original 
tacky glue and Zap gell glue (with a 
flexi-tip)
• Paint pen: White - UNI Posca .7mm  
paint pen (extra fine
• Candy cane details/ornament hang-
er: Red & white twine and (optional) 
small jump ring
• Snow: Glass glitter or other glitter
• Chimney smoke: Wool stuffing for 
chimney smoke    
• Gum drops: Red & white seed 
beads 
• Red glass head pins: Little house 
pins
OPTIONAL
decorative paper straws glass head-
ed pins (Little House pins with red 
heads)
TOOLS:
• Needle & red embroidery floss
• Iron & ironing surface
• A bamboo skewer or toothpick
• Small sharp scissors
• A small utility knife (alternate to 
scissors for door cutting)
• Hole punch

Prepare the felt
1. The day before you plan to begin, 
stiffen the gingerbread, red, and light 
blue felt with nonaerosol, stiff-hold 
hairspray (the white felt needs no 
stiffening). Line a rimmed cookie 
sheet with tin foil or plastic wrap and 
lay the felt pieces into the pan. For 
each 9x12 felt sheet, use 1/2 cup of 
hairspray. Pour the hairspray over the 
felt, evenly saturating it. Set the felt 
to dry overnight (or before a fan to 
speed up the process). An alternative 
to hairspray is Aleene’s Stiffen Quick 
which works virtually the same as 
hairspray. When the felt has dried and 
stiffened, press it flat with a hot iron 
to smooth its surface. 

Prepare the pieces
1. Cut the front, back and sides in 
gingerbread felt, the roof in light blue, 
the base in red (Fig 2). Cut the front 
door with small sharp scissors or a 
utility knife and the window with a 
hole punch (if you have one), or draw 
a window in later with a paint pen.

2. Optional: Use an extra fine-tip 
white paint pen (uni posca .07 pin 
type) to draw the year on to the base 
piece. Keep it simple, or dress it up 
with evergreen sprigs and polka dots!

3. Cut a piece of untreated white felt 
(snow layer) slightly larger than the 
base and roof pieces. Spread tacky 
glue in a thin, even layer over the 
surface of the base. Avoid using so 
much glue that it will soak through the 
untreated piece of white felt. Adhere 
to the white felt, then repeat on the 
roof (Fig 4). 

4. Use a hot iron to press and quickly 
dry the glue between the layers of 
the base and roof pieces (Fig 5) then 
trim the white overhang flush with 
the base and roof pieces. Fold the 
roof piece in half (dashed line on the 
pattern) and press with the hot iron 
to make a crisp folded ridgeline. Use 
a running stitch to attach red seed 
beads (gum drops) to the ridgeline 
(Fig 6) adding one per stitch.
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5. If you use glitter felt for the roof 
(Fig 7), use a press cloth to cover 
the glitter side when you fold the 
ridgeline to avoid melting.

6. Lay a thin bead of tacky glue 
(Fast grab Tacky glue recommend-
ed) onto the edges of the base. Dip 
the edges into the glitter (Fig 8) 
one at a time then set aside to dry; 
repeat on the roof (Fig 9).

7. Use the white paint pen to edge 
the doorway (Fig 10), window and 
make any other decorative “Frost-
ing” markings on the gingerbread 
pieces. If the markings are not bright 
white, trace over them with 

a second coat of paint. When the 
paint markings are dry, use the 
sharp tip of a skewer (or toothpick) 
to apply glue to any white frosting 
markings you like (Fig 11). Do this in 
sections, dipping into the glitter as 
you go (Fig 12). Allow the glue to 
dry completely before moving on. 

Assemble the frame
1. Lay a small bead of Fast Grab 
Tacky Glue into a dish (or onto a 
scrap piece of chipboard). Dip the 
first short-side edge into the glue 
to coat it. Press the glued edge 
onto the back surface (edge) of 
the house’s back side and hold for 
several seconds while the glue grabs. 
Repeat on the opposite side piece. 

When the back and sides have dried 
enough to handle, glue the remain-
ing side edges to the Front of the 
house (Fig 13).

2. To glue the candy cane twine, 
use the sharp end of a skewer (or 
toothpick) and start at the house’s 
front corner. Apply glue up the 
house’s corner edge and along the 
peak’s front edge, then lay a piece 
of twine over the glue line (Fig 15). 
Continue the glue line around the 
opposite side of the house, then lay 
the remaining twine, trimming it at 
the foundation edge. Repeat the 
candy cane twine application on the 
house’s back end.

Fig 7 Fig 8 Fig 9
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3. Apply glue to the foundation 
edge of the house, then center it on 
the base and allow it to dry (Fig 16). 
Note: From front to back, the house 
and base are slightly oblong, and the 
two pieces will only center in the 
longer direction.

Chimney & Roof
1. Cut a piece of felt 1 1/4 wide x 3 
inches long from the stiffened felt. 
Tightly roll the short felt end on 
a skewer to get the chimney tube 
started (Fig 17). Remove the felt 
and put a thin glue line along the 
curled edge (Fig 18). Tightly re-roll 
the chimney, so the glue edge grabs 
the felt. 

Trim off the excess felt (from the 
original 3-inch length), so you have 
a round chimney “tube”. Decorative 
paper straws can also be used to 
make chimneys (Fig 19). Cut a 1 1/14 
length off of a straw, then slice it up 
the side. Put a thin glue line along 
the curled edge, then roll the straw 
around the skewer as you did with 
the felt, narrowing it to a slimmer 
diameter. 
Cut the base of the chimney at 
a 45-degree angle to match the 
roof’s angle and set it aside (Fig 20).

Fig 16

Fig 17

Fig 18

Fig 19

2. Lay a bead of glue on the peak 
and side edges of the house (Fig 
21), then center and place the roof, 
pressing down until the glue grabs. 

Fig 20

3. Thread a needle with a single 
strand of floss, double it and knot-
the end. Pull off a stuffing whisp, 
then bind its center with a few 
stitches (Fig 22). Insert the needle 
through the straight-cut chimney 
end, pulling the bound stuffing 
through the opposite angled end 
(Fig 23). Trim the stuffing to match 
the 45-degree angle of the chimney 
(Fig 24).

Fig 21
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4. Apply glue to the angled end 
of the chimney, then attach it to 
the roof at the back right (Fig 25).

Fig 25

Finishing touches
1. Make mini gumdrop entry posts 
using two glass head pins and seed 
beads. Alternate red and white seed 
beads onto each pin (Fig 26) (two 
red and two white on each).

2. Use needle-nosed pliers to 
insert them through the base on ei-
ther side of the front door. (Fig 27)

3. Carefully trim the pin shafts 
flush with the bottom surface 
of the base (Fig 28).

4. Using a Flexi-tip, apply a drop of 
CA gell glue (Zap gell) to the base 
of each gum drop post (Fig 29) 
and to the underside of the base 
where the pins were flush cut.

5.  Add a jump ring to the center 
ridgeline gumdrop bead for a hanger 
(or simply stitch through the ridge-
line) to attach a hanger (Fig 30-31).. 

Fig 26 Fig 27

Fig 28 Fig 29
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