




Dear Reader,
This issue is entirely serious. It is meant 
to address  experiences several of us have 
had with college. We hope that it makes 
you think. Thanks to the handful of people 
who have helped out over the years.
The Men in Literary Fields
(2011—
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and barely spoke understandable English.

x The thing about college or a degree is, they’re only if you have no other 
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THE TRANSITION



College helps develop you as critical 
thinkers by teaching you to read widely. 
Eventually you should be able to 
understand what is important and what 
can and should be skipped.

When reading science texts, read for 
an argument. Look for the thesis and 
subtheses. Constantly ask yourself, what 
is the argument? How does this advance 
the thesis? Look for themes that run 
throughout the entire text. Read each 
chapter or section in one sitting.

When reading historical documents or 
literature, read to get a general feel of the 
time. Most literature contains conflict. 
Ask yourself, what are they arguing about? 
Who is in charge, and why? Read between 
the lines for emotion and motivation. 
Facts are not necessarily important. Read 
for the big picture. Ask yourself, Why did 
the professor assign me this? What does 
he want me to get out of it?

Nearly all writing will be argumentative, 
such as compare/contrast, case study, etc. 
Your writing should be focused on one 
thing: your thesis. Everything that follows 
must be how you develop this thesis.

In seminars, there is no right answer. The 
purpose of discussion is for everyone, 
including the professor, to learn from 
each other because everyone sees things 
differently. Break the ice as soon as 
possible, because anxiety debilitates 
listening. It’s good to ask questions 
because this will spark discussion.

In college, you must step out of your 
comfort zone to grow. But it is important 
that you’re not so uncomfortable you’re 
paralyzed. It is important to ask yourself, 
Am I enjoying this? Am I also learning?
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LETTER FROM MY FATHER



dear Brian,
 
Mom and I have talked about your 
courses. we suggest that you drop one 
class which demands you lots of time and 
has less interesting to you. the deadline 
for drop class is Oct 19. you still have 
enought credit hours for this semester.
 
as for why going to college, that is really a 
big and hard quetion to answer. you may 
have some disappointment for what you 
have seen so far at Emory, but I assure 
that you will be more disappointed if you 
do not go to college. from the people I 
know, the people I work with and from 
my own experience, higher education is 
a shortcut and makes a hugh difference. 
you may say why we still go to college 
while all the info is accessible on line.  this 
is the same argument for why everybody 
goes to middle school, high school while 
all the info can be accessible and for why 
still many people to watch live games 
while they can watch on TV or online. 
education is not only to learn knoweldge. 
it is about to experience. it is to shape a 
person, to  strengh a person, to mature a 
person, to make friends and connections, 
to learn how to interact with others, to 
experience what the happiness means for 
average people, to see how average people 
could succeed, to learn take responsibility 
as a society member and future leader. I 
forgot most I had leart in the classroom 
from college, but other things I have 
leart is priceless. one generation is gone 
and young generation has to bear the 
responsibilities. I believe that we have 
made the right decision if we look back 
some years later.
 
I still remember how excited when I was 
first put my foot on the US land even I 
was nervous, homesick, and barely spoke 

LETTER FROM MY FATHER

 6



understandable English. I know differen 
generation has different understanding of 
happniess and excitement, but one thing 
remains the same: one has to pursue what 
is good for himself or herself while doing 
something meaningful to others. higher 
education is not the only way, but one 
way which has been proved effective.
 
I would like to talk to you more if you have 
time. we really want you to be happy.
 
love you
 
dad

LETTER FROM MY FATHER
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UNCHARTED TERRITORY

For 70% of Americans, 
college is the safest route—
but is it the best?



“If I wrote a book, I would 
start it like this: ‘This is not 
going to tell you whether 
to go to college or not. This 
is just going to focus on 
obvious problems that can 
easily be fixed.’”

I.
If Daniel told you that he once made a 
lame man walk just by praying for him, you 
would believe it, because you know him, 
too. There’s a kid like him in every high 
school in America. He’s the guy everyone 
listens to, who plays multiple instruments 
and knows how to code, who leads Bible 
studies, takes care of his autistic brother, 
who gets along with his parents and 
teachers, all of whom have nothing but 
good things to say about him. When he goes 
to hospitals, even strangers let him kneel 
by their bedsides and pray. He just has a 
quiet confidence about him. Daniel is the 
last person you would find questioning the 
value of college, because everything in his 
life seemed to be gearing him for it. Yet, in 
the middle of application season, there he 
was. And though he’s in college right now, 
there he still is.
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“College should be based 
around an individual’s 
dreams instead of 
requirements for a degree. 
Doing so may be good for 
some people, but it’s much 
more powerful to equip 
them with mentors.”

II.
You can’t help but notice that there’s 
a theme of escalation when higher 
education in America is looked at as a 
whole. Everyone knows that SAT tests 
aren’t good measures of a student’s 
aptitude, so why are they still being used? 
Put bluntly, they’re used to cull the herd. 
Around the time of the Second World 
War, nearly 50% of Americans didn’t 
finish high school. SATs came around the 
same time there was a sudden increase in 
college applications in the US—and rather 
than slowing down, the rate of college 
applications has continued to increase 
ever since. The consequences are, aside 
from degree inflation, that students 
are feeling it even before they enter 
the workforce. High school counselors 
advise against taking more than two AP 
classes here, but nobody does just two. 
Stories about freshmen who have already 
finished their SATs, and even got 2400s, 
to boot, turn out to be true. You wonder 
why your relatives in China have to start 
going to cram school before they even hit 
puberty, and then you realize: there’s just 
too many people for the education system 
to handle. Now it’s slowly happening in 
the US, too. Art teacher Lee Akamichi 
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The cost of art supplies has never gone down. Even gas prices have gone 
down.

UNCHARTED TERRITORY



says that even 10, 15 years ago, engineers 
didn’t necessarily have to be “creative.” 
Nowadays, everybody has to be a problem 
solver, with multiple sets of skills and 
experience in all fields. Employers have 
always looked for people who are unique. 
But now that there are more people 
joining the workforce who have the same 
level of educational attainment, a higher 
level than in the past, people have to do 
more in order to distinguish themselves. 
Life is supposed to get better by each 
generation, but it’s almost undeniable 
that we will have to work harder than our 
parents just to get what they got. 

Naturally, given the present situation, 
the college-bound would seek out other 
options. Alternatives to conventional 
college seem to be popping up, Akamichi 
explains, for example, for-profit art 
schools. But how good can they be if you 
don’t need a portfolio to get in? At the 
same time, something must be terribly 
wrong if what’s being viewed as the 
legitimate schools are the ones you have 
to fight to get into.

There is  something about meeting in 
person that is just powerful. College life 
is convenient in that sense: it’s really easy 
to see people, and you can do so all the 
time if you want to. There’s a dynamism 
that can’t be found elsewhere, either; a 
week feels like a month in college. There’s 
always so much happening, and it all 
goes by so fast, even though classes can 
be a little dry; they hardly stray from 
the formula of walking into a classroom, 
listening to the professor for one and half 
hours, and then leaving. Because of class 
size, there’s little room to do anything else, 
such as asking however many questions 
as you want. A perfect institution would 
preserve what most people find to be the 
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life-changing experience about college: 
living in a dorm, hanging out with friends, 
and being free to do whatever you want, 
but classes and exams would have to be 
highly restructured, though.

What if there were no grades? But what if 
they get lazy? So? That’s their loss. What 
if you only paid for rent and utilities? How 
would you afford to hire professors? Why 
not mentors? How come we’re content to 
take the way the educational system is for 
granted?

When confronted about the lackluster 
quality of academic education colleges 
have to offer, most people justify the 
cost with the opportunity of making 
connections in college. Akamichi says 
that in top art schools, nearly all of the 
professors are still working professionals 
so they can stay on top of industry trends; 
in this way, they are also able to provide 
students with internships and real-life, 
hands-on experience. If college were 
restructured to not have professors, there 
would still be an incentive for mentors 
to work with younger students. Students 
would be getting experience, and mentors 
would have their work being done for 
them, and wouldn’t have to pay; it’d be 
like an apprenticeship. This scenario 
doesn’t seem too far-fetched, either; 
trade schools that operate in this format, 
especially auto repair, are booming. More 
importantly, however, this type of format 
promotes creativity: you’re more likely 
to come up with new ideas when you’re 
working with young people who are 
thinking for themselves. It’d be a great 
place for startups, for birthing new ideas, 
and for mentors to find people to work 
with in the future.
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9:32 PM me: tell me first about
 when you first started questioning the 
value of college?
9:33 PM Daniel: I think it first started
 when brandon lee
 one of my “mentors” if you will
 he dropped out of college
 and it wasn’t because he was failing
and it wasn’t because he didn’t have 
enough money
9:34 PM me: mentors from agape/
church?
Daniel: yea kinda
 he was lynbrook class of 2008
me: where’d you meet him?
Daniel: I knew him through some 
mutual friends
 and he visited lynbrook pretty often my 
freshman year
 cause he went to de anza at the time
9:35 PM me: so he dropped out of de 
anza?
Daniel: no
me: in which year?
Daniel: he did his two years of junior 
college
 then transferred to simpson university 
up in redding
 and dropped out after a semester
me: man
 is this the legendary guy you were telling 
me about
9:36 PM like he lives off of online 
donations
 has youtube videos
 etc
Daniel: yea the dude’s a legend
 he knows at least one person in every 
state
and he gets flown out to other nations 
pretty often
he’s been on trips to south africa

III.
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 thailand
 finland
9:37 PM I can only remember those off 
the top of my head
 but he runs a blog at
 iamaspirit.org
 which is pretty ridiculous
 cause he posts once every couple months
9:38 PM but yet his traffic is still 
consistently growing
 which is quite insane
 but yea
 he dropped out of school
 because he felt like he was making more 
progress achieving what he wanted to do 
outside of school than in school
9:39 PM and after that he moved back to 
san jose
 but moved out of his parents’ house
moved into a house with some other crazy 
people that are just like him
me: do you know what he wanted to 
major in
 or was he undecided
before dropping out?
Daniel: he was doing seminary
me: Oh
 dayum
9:40 PM Daniel: yea he moved in with
 ryan rhodes and dennis bontrager
me: how does he pay rent?
Daniel: for a while he was living off 
donations
 it’s enough for rent
 but recently he started getting into real 
estate
9:41 PM to have a little more freedom 
financially
me: Wow
 so what is his “profession”
 like
 evangelist?
Daniel: he doesn’t like going by any titles
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me: okay cool
 anyway
 back to you
 so what grade were you in when he 
dropped out?
Daniel: my junior year
9:43 PM me: okay
 so what happened during senior year app 
season
Daniel: I wanted to travel first
 spend 6 months or so just traveling 
around the world
 cause honestly calculating it I figured it 
would be cheaper than tuition anyway
and then I wanted to just be open during 
my travels
 get a broader world view
 and then come back to decide what I 
want to do in the world
 cause I thought
 how do I know what I want to do in the 
world if I don’t even know what the world 
is actually like
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“How many times have you 
heard this: ‘My professor 
sucked, so I didn’t learn 
anything?’”

IV. 
We accept the way modern colleges are 
structured—centered around classes—
because that’s the way it’s always been. The 
classroom is where we do the majority of 
our learning, where we meet most of our 
peers, where we make connections with 
our professors. The leadership in colleges 
is clearly centralized—just look at the 
recent budget cuts at Emory University. At 
any school, there would be an obvious gap 
in the college community if its professors 
and administrators suddenly vanished. 
Airplanes are organized centrally because 
it’s paramount to safety. But this urgency 
doesn’t exist in the college environment. 
Colleges don’t need to be organized like 
airplanes. It doesn’t make any sense for 
colleges to be so rigidly structured.

Before the internet, you couldn’t learn 
things outside a classroom, but now, 
because of technology, you don’t have to 
be in class to learn. So why does college 
have to be run by administrators? Why 
can’t we remove the middlemen and 
cut out unnecessary costs? Why can’t it 
be entirely focused on the community 
itself? Would it collapse if it shifted to 
such a disorganized format? Daniel 
cites a book called The Starfish and the 
Spider. He talks about how eliminating 
hierarchy seems like it would inevitably 
lead to anarchy, but in many cases it 
doesn’t. Instead it leads to the creation 
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of new, innovative structures in place of 
the old.  “Seemingly chaotic groups,” the 
book says, “have challenged and defeated 
established institutions.”

The music industry, for example, with 
all of its resources and lawyers, couldn’t 
win out against music sharing websites. 
The book goes on to cite Wikipedia and 
Craiglist, among others, as successful 
decentralized organizations, ones that 
encourage innovation by democratizing 
the decision-making process and 
mutating quickly to adapt to any need. 
For hundreds of years, alcoholics had to 
be treated by experts, but just a few years 
after Alcoholics Anonymous was founded, 
it became the accepted way of dealing 
with addiction.

Part of the reason a college education is 
so expensive now is because so much of 
the money we pay is being used outside of 
our control. It almost seems that in order 
for a college to be prestigious, it always 
has to be carrying out construction work. 
NYU and USC, two of the most expensive 
schools in the country, are able to name 
drop James Franco as one of their 
professors. Think about how much money 
that takes. Akamichi says that a former 
student of his at Otis found out that the 
school spent over a million dollars a year 
just on lawn care.

But these things can be changed instead of 
overlooked. Most people have thought, If 
I’m gonna pay so much, what are colleges 
actually giving me? But not many people 
take that thought a step further: are there 
alternatives to college, and can they be 
cheaper?

It isn’t as if there aren’t alternatives, 
people just haven’t begun to explore 
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them yet. Online colleges are being touted 
as the next big thing, and by prestigious 
institutions, too. Time magazine ran an 
article painting a picture of a Pakistani 
girl able to take classes from an MIT 
graduate with classmates coming from 
places such as Portugal, Malaysia, and 
England. With online college being backed 
by institutions like Princeton, Stanford, 
Penn, Duke, Berkeley, and Harvard, it’s 
not too difficult to imagine a future where 
quality education is readily available.

Even though more people than ever are 
receiving a higher education, there still 
hasn’t been a true democratization of 
college. This is ironic, because we have 
all the tools to make such a change. The 
biggest difference between the past and the 
present is how drastically communication 
has improved.

At this point, there are two visions of the 
future. One would continue down the path 
of escalation and hyper-individualism, 
where human beings steadily become 
more machine-like, starting from taking 
college prep courses in elementary school 
and ending with being hooked up to an IV 
at work, continually ingesting a cocktail of 
Adderall and Ritalin and other cognitive 
enhancers just to be able to hold onto 
your job. When everyone is struggling to 
place themselves above the rest, every 
man is an island, with no opportunity for 
collaboration.

But the problem of escalation is solved 
when education is democratized through 
the internet and made available and 
affordable for all. We live in a time 
where it’s never been more collaborative. 
Everybody always strives to be “more” 
because of how individualistic our 
society is, but now, it’s no longer about 
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individuals, that’s not how things get 
accomplished nowadays. This happens 
everywhere from the entertainment 
industry to science labs. We know who 
Rihanna is, but we don’t stop to consider 
the identity of her makeup artist, or her 
songwriter, producer, sound engineer, 
or costume designer. We know who 
Stephen Hawking is, but we don’t think 
about the countless others with whom he 
had to collaborate to do what he’s done. 
Whatever you accomplish nowadays is 
in collaboration with a hundred other 
institutions. It is this way because now 
it can be this way, now that everyone is 
so closely linked together. Throughout 
history, the important things that have 
changed have never come from one 
person, even though we always seek to 
glorify the individual. Now more than 
ever, everything is collaborative. This 
article was even written in collaboration 
by students from Emory, UC San Diego, 
and the University of Maryland.

When everybody is working together to 
create something, no one person needs to 
be superman.
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“The thing about college 
or a degree is, they’re 
only if you have no 
other accomplishments. 
Thousands of other people 
have a Computer Science 
degree from Berkeley. If 
you put on your resume 
that you got accepted into 
a top college, but didn’t 
go, and did something else 
instead, wouldn’t that be 
a lot more interesting to a 
prospective employer?”

V.
You don’t have to go to college to do things that can 
speak for you. Research is one of them; doing your 
own project is another. If you’ve ever mentioned 
Bill Gates to your parents, chances are that they’d 
respond, oh, you’re not them, those are special 
cases. But it’s important to remember that there 
are ways to be successful whether you go to college 
or not, and that going to college doesn’t guarantee 
you anything. With the famous college dropouts, 
there’s something deeper. What’s important isn’t 
necessarily the fact that they dropped out of college, 
but the fact that they dared to go against the norm. 
There are guys who aren’t going to college, because 
they don’t need degrees to prove themselves. 
They’re doing things already.
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“I want the things that I do 
to speak for me.”

VI.
The machine was sitting in the corner of 
his room gathering dust when we came in. 
It’s seen far better days. But its existence 
serves to prove the power of his vision. 
Through education you learn a different 
way of doing and thinking about things, 
and he got that by building it, but he 
doesn’t just have a piece of paper to show 
for it. Daniel built a flying machine.

Having stumbled upon a microcontroller 
called the arduino on the internet, Daniel 
was going to modify an old RC car he had 
to be autonomous, but his father stepped 
in and urged him to pick something more 
challenging.

He was up for the challenge: he wanted 
to make it, he wanted to learn. For the 
whole summer, he worked for hours 
each day on it. He learned how to solder, 
ordered an arduino online first and 
started programming it, learning the 
basics of electronics--LEDs, resistors, 
capacitors--a direct application of the 
material covered in his physics class, only 
a lot more fascinating in the context of a 
microcontroller.

The power of mentors is most obvious 
when there aren’t external motivators 
such as grades on the line. His father, 
a hardware engineer, acted as his, 
inspiring him during his setbacks and 
frustrations, teaching him how to read 
datasheets, sometimes helping him by 
troubleshooting things, or by buying parts 
for him or just coming home from work 
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and asking, “Hey, did you think about it 
today?” Daniel did most of the work, but 
the way his dad treated it--the effort he 
invested in it--meant that it was almost 
partly his project, too.

When he was finally finished, his five-
pound machine could achieve a 20-minute 
flight time.

A year after he submitted his college 
applications, Daniel starting sending 
out something else--resumes to actual 
companies--and landed two interviews 
for internships, both of which asked 
questions about his personal drone 
project. The quadrocopter’s scuffed up 
from its many crash landings, and the 
plastic sheets that form its body are 
unevenly cut, but Daniel did it by himself, 
in his own house, and now, more than 
just a project, it’s become a conversation 
point. It speaks for Daniel, giving his 
interviewers far more information 
about him than classroom assessments 
ever could. This, to him, is what higher 
education is all about: moving on from 
books to the real world.
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CURRENTLY, I just started my own real 
estate business with a friend. We’ve been 
going at it for the last 2 months, hopefully 
to gain some traction in the coming weeks. 
I’m a learning fiend, I spend a lot of time 
assessing my own decisions, assessing 
my own feelings, what drives me, what 
motivates me.

I have a passion for what a lot of people 
would call “teaching.” I don’t like calling 
it teaching because at the heart of it, I 
just want to share what I know with other 
people.

I’ve gotten very good at dismantling 
mindsets and reframing people’s motives, 
as opposed to just changing outward 
appearances and teaching tactics.

I have an older brother and sister. Brother 
is 7 years older, went to UCSD and is now 
a software engineer. Sister is 1 1/2 years 
older, working as an executive assistant 
in Beijing.

My parents are divorced, dad left 5-6 years 
ago, he used to work at Intel. Mom is a 
nurse at Kaiser right now. Both of them 
wanted me to be a doctor or engineer like 
them.

Family dynamics were heavily 
performance oriented. It was a lot of 
them telling me what they wanted me to 
do, I felt very pressured to live up to their 
“idea” of success rather than finding my 
own passions and what interested me.

I grew close to my brother and sister 
after we all in/past college because we 
started to see and respect each other as 
individuals as opposed to measuring 
ourselves against the standards our 
parents were holding us to.
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IT STARTED OUT AS, “I don’t see the 
point in school.” It was laced with “I want 
more excitement/adventure” and “This is 
rather mundane and boring.”

I was in school for a year and one 
semester. I was at community college for 
a year, transferred, spent a semester at a 
private, and then I dropped out.

I was majoring in psychology with the 
hopes of learning about how I thought, 
and how other people thought so that I 
could interact with others better. I was 
hoping that it would improve my ability to 
understand myself and thus, understand 
others. I don’t think school really helped 
with that though.

The biggest influence on my decision was 
one night, I was hanging out with some 
students on campus. There were 2 girls 
there that had physical issues. One had 
arthritis for 20 years, and the other had 
scoliosis for 20 years. Both of them were 
21-22. Long story short, a friend and I 
prayed for these two girls and within 30-
40 minutes, both of them were completely 
free from all their symptoms.

The girl with arthritis had no more pain, 
aches, or stiffness. The girl with scoliosis 
had her friend check her back and she 
couldn’t find the curve in her spine 
anymore.

So I remember walking into my dorm 
that night thinking, “By an act of will, a 
decision, I got to see two lives change in 
a huge way. Those two lives will never be 
the same, and I got to be a part of that.”

And then I thought, “Man… I’d rather 
spend my life seeing how I can impact 
people’s lives in a concrete, powerful, 
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radical way than sitting in a classroom 
for three more years learning about 
theories that a few dead guys thought up 
of decades ago.”

Adventure and helping people in a radical 
way over boring mundane classroom for 
three more years? I was sold.

Telling my mom was tough. I remember 
hour-long arguments and intense 
discussions. Bottom line was that I had to 
draw a line and tell my mom that this was 
my life, I was old enough to make my own 
decisions. I had to communicate to her 
that I wasn’t trying to disobey her, I wasn’t 
trying to disagree with her, I wasn’t trying 
to upset her. I just didn’t think that her 
idea of “success” (go to school, get a job, 
make money, have a family) is the main 
point of why I’m alive.

It wasn’t that I didn’t value making 
money or educating myself. I just didn’t 
see how it was currently relevant to where 
was going at the time. And the time, I just 
wanted to figure out what I really cared 
about, what drove me, what I wanted to 
do with my life.

---

I WENT BACK TO SAN JOSE but I 
decided to move out because I knew I 
couldn’t keep hanging around my mom if 
I wanted to pursue this new direction.

I moved about 20 minutes away with 
some friends and did a lot of ministry/
traveling for the next 2-3 years.

With the ministry stuff that we were 
doing, we gained a lot of attention online 
with the blogs we had running and the 
videos we put up on our Youtube channel. 
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Lots of people all over the world came 
across our material, teaching, and daily 
updates and were impacted.

That was actually how I supported myself 
for a while. Random people around the 
world started donating and supporting us 
because they were very impacted by what 
we shared.

People flew me out to South Africa, 
Finland, Thailand, throughout the states, 
it was a crazy time.

I did random gigs on the side (craigslist 
ETC section), freelance video editing, 
gametesting for EA... but that wasn’t a 
substantial part of my income.

It took a good year or two before my mom 
was somewhat o-k with what I was doing. 
Dropping out was probably what created 
the opportunity for me to actually have a 
relationship with my mom where we would 
actually talk and hang out compared to 
the non-existent relationship I had with 
her when I was in high school.

It definitely took lots of patience to talk 
to her when we clearly disagreed and 
I constantly felt disapproval from her. 
Definitely grew a lot as a communicator 
and learning to keep composure when 
things I valued were being poked at.

---

THE HIGHS? Made lots of real friends. 
Beyond all the superficial hanging out. 
Actually know people, their issues, and 
still value each other’s company. Made 
friends that I would take a bullet for and I 
know would take a bullet for me. It’s nice 
when these people are in the same city, 
but it’s amazing when you have people 
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like this who are all around the world, 
different state, different countries.

Knowing that I’ve made real impacts in 
people’s live, some that I’ve never even 
met, they just send me a long email. And 
then finally meeting someone that I only 
used to know online via email or facebook 
and actually becoming friends with them, 
and still being in touch with them.

I’ve met countless people. Broke out of my 
introvert, indifferent, socially awkward 
asian shell in the last 3 years. I’ve had the 
privilege to meet and befriend affluent 
and famous people. The best part of that 
is not letting the world know that you’ve 
met them and just being a good friend to 
them.

---

THE WORST POSSIBLE FEELING 
you can ever feel is being in a place of 
compassion for someone, but being 
powerless to change their situation. I 
experienced that a lot on multiple levels. 
That only pushed me to grow, so I would 
never have to face a situation like that 
again and feel powerless.

Another low moment was realizing how 
little I knew. Spent a good chunk of those 
three years feeling like I was on top of the 
world because I had so much attention. 
And then I realized that I was in a bubble. 
Spent a good bit feeling like an idiot for 
thinking that I knew a lot.

It’s not an issue to acknowledge your 
expertise in an area, but it’s foolish to think 
you’re on top of the world just because of 
one area of expertise. It deceives you into 
thinking that you’re better than someone 
else and by definition, keeps you from 
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being a place to serve them. Everything 
becomes self-serving when you reach 
that point and there’s no meaning and 
significance to live a self-serving life 
(another thing I discovered).

---

MY END GOAL is to transform lives, 
build people up, move them forward in 
life. Whether it be financially, creatively, 
spiritually, in business, knowledge, 
psychology, social skills, communication 
skills, etc. Doesn’t matter.

My passion is to give people a helping 
hand. To help them through life faster 
than I went through it, help them learn 
from my mistakes so they don’t have to 
make the same ones.

My only drive is because I wish I had 
someone to do that with my when I was 
younger. I wish I had someone who was 
real, unfiltered, didn’t give me fluffy BS, 
actually helped me move forward, helped 
me understand why things were the way 
they were, and who believed me more 
than I believed in myself.

33

BRANDON’S STORY



TOC

Click to navigate

Serious

What college is for

x It is important to ask yourself, Am I enjoying this? Am I also learning?

x I still remember how excited I was even though I was nervous, homesick, 
and barely spoke understandable English.

x The thing about college or a degree is, they’re only if you have no other 
accomplishments.

x I decided to move out because I couldn’t keep hanging around my mom 
if I wanted to pursue this new direction.

x Take a good look around, you’re gonna miss this. 

http://issuu.com/action/page?page=5
http://issuu.com/action/page?page=7
http://issuu.com/action/page?page=7
http://issuu.com/action/page?page=11
http://issuu.com/action/page?page=11
http://issuu.com/action/page?page=29
http://issuu.com/action/page?page=29
http://issuu.com/action/page?page=37
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We came into Lynbrook as little fish in a 
vast ocean, but we’ve grown to become big 
fish in a little pond. In kindergarten, we 
used to learn letters to advance grades, but 
in high school we learned advanced things 
to get letter grades. From “The Odyssey” 
to “The School Newspaper”, many of our 
experiences were nothing short of epic.

We watched as our transcripts filled up, 
fifty percent AP, proving to ourselves 
that we would succeed in life. We began 
to amass physics knowledge in addition 
to math, calculating the mass of the math 
we were moving around hoping to cancel 
something out, after all, being in motion 
and studying motion always proved to 
be physical. Homework became the work 
at home that we needed to support the 
astronomical egos and pressure of our 
parents and peers, hoping to peer on an A 
on our report cards.

We were told to give 110%, only to be 
disappointed when we had to pay 9% sales 
tax on our efforts, leaving us with a 100% 
maximum return. We remember the days 
that we stayed up late researching our 
research papers until we hit a dead end 
and had to re-search it. We used to occupy 
the passenger seat on the way to school, 
until we waited hours at the DMV in order 
to occupy the driver’s seat and take control 
of the lives we drive. But now, and the end 
of the road, we see our lanes merging into 
the real world.

No matter where we go, what we do, or 
who we become, every senior graduating 
today has memories from Lynbrook 
that they will remember for the rest of 
their lives. We will look back upon our 
yearbooks, and see how we had each year 
booked, hoping to extract and reminisce 
on our experiences these four years. 
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We remember the times we kept each 
other company through the late hours 
of the night, cramming for a test or 
eagerly trying to finish a paper. It was 
during these times that we formed bonds 
stronger than the most attractive ionic 
bonds attracting our class together into 
one united, heterogeneous class. We 
remember the times we rallied together, 
hoping to extend and expand class and 
school unity. We were told to shoot for 
the stars, so we played our version of Star 
Wars, finding not only blueprints, but 
revealing the stars that were somehow 
hidden in our class.

Looking around, I see classmates who will 
become the future leaders and driving 
forces of the world. I see individuals who 
will persevere through trials, storms, 
reaching for their goals and never taking 
“no” for an answer. And looking forward, 
we are ready to embrace reality and 
accept our identity as world-changers, 
we pat each other on the back, promising 
to always stay in touch, and thanking 
all of the teachers, mentors, and family 
members that made this possible. We put 
on our caps and gowns, ready to take the 
next step in changing the world.

Class of 2012, Take a deep breath, take 
a good look around, cause you’re gonna 
miss this.
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