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Thank you for purchasing a TrueTrac System! 

Our goal is to provide exceptional service and excellent products. If at any 
time you have an issue, give us a call at 1.888.877.4514 or 1.937.544.6855. 

A video version of this instruction can be found at our website:  

https://www.truetracsaw.com/pages/installation-how-to-videos 

 

Tools Required: 
• Safety rated eye protection 
• Circular Saw of your choice 
• Powered hand drill 
• 5/32” metal rated drill bit, at least 2.00” long 
• 6” drill bit extension (optional) 
• Phillips driver bit or Phillips screw driver 
• 3/8” combination wrench 
• Two (2) spring clamps 
• Two (2) C-style clamps 
• One (1) 3/8” countersink (optional) 
• Flashlight / copy paper (used to check for gaps) 
• Flat and stable work surface. 

 

Items Provided: 
• One (1) Hardware packet (6 bolts, 6 nuts) 
• One (1) Universal Saw Adapter Plate 
• One (1) Set-up jig 
• One (1) Zero Clearance Block 
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Instruction Overview: 
• Install the Saw Adapter Plate onto your circular saw using the 

supplied set-up jig for proper spacing (steps 1-8) 
o Test fit the Zero-Clearance Block while attaching the saw plate, usually the 

bolt hole drilled to the outside-front of the blade can be utilized for the ZCB 
as well. Saves drilling another hole later. 

o If you install the ZCB before trimming the Anti-Chip on the track there will 
be interference between the two (they will overlap) 

• Trim the Anti-Chip Strip on your TrueTrac guide rail (steps 9-14) 
• Suitably locate and drill holes for the Zero-Clearance Block, install, and 

trim to your saw via a plunge cut. 
• Go make something! 

 
1. Ensure your saw is in an 

un-powered state, either by 
unplugging the cord or 
removing the battery. 

 
2. Using two spring clamps, 

temporarily fasten the 
adapter plate to the base of 
your saw. 
a. Align the front edge of 

the plate parallel to the 
front edge of the saw 
base plate 

b. Align the thin side of the 
plate parallel to the saw 
base plate 
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3. Locate the black set-up jig 
included with your kit 
a. The thick edge will rest 

against the adapter plate 
(top arrow) 

b. The thin edge will rest 
against the body of the 
blade (bottom arrow) 

 
4. Use a flashlight or piece of 

copy paper to highlight 
gaps between the set-up jig 
and the body of the saw 
blade (white circle) 
a. Be careful to rest the jig 

on the body of the blade, 
and not on a tooth. 

b. Adjust as necessary to 
eliminate gaps between 
the set-up jig and blade. 
 

 

General Notes: 
• Ensure the set-up jig is resting on the universal adapter plate, and not 

the saw base plate. 
• If the adapter plate and the saw base plate are not parallel after 

adjustments to remove the gaps, this is okay – Some saw base plates 
are not exactly parallel to the saw blade, while the universal adapter 
plate should be parallel to the blade itself. 
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5. Add in C-style clamps for a 
more secure fastening 
method. 
a. It never hurts to double 

check the adapter plate 
placement with the set-
up jig and flashlight after 
attaching the C-style 
clamps -- Something 
might have shifted 
slightly. 

 
6. The easiest location for the 

first hole is to the rear of 
the blade on the motor side 
of your saw – Area C in the 
photo, if the front of your 
blade is in area B. 
a. The second and third 

holes should be in areas 
A and D. 
 

Note: The ZCB will be placed in 
area B, along the leading edge 
of the blade. Feel free to use it 
as a template to locate the 
hole(s) in area B once the 
other three corners are 
secured. 
 
This is why it’s nice to leave 
area B to be the final holes 
drilled/placed. 
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7. After locating the first two 
suitable locations, with a 
powered hand drill use the 
5/32” drill bit to drill 
through both the universal 
saw adapter plate and your 
saw’s metal base plate. 
a. Wear proper safety 

protection or PPE while 
performing this task! 
 

 
8. If a suitable position 

happens to be in one of the 
thinner, flat areas of the 
adapter plate, this is 
acceptable as long as the 
bolt is properly 
countersunk. 
a. Drilling through the 

beveled/angled edges is 
not acceptable, and will 
impede track function. 

b. Placing mounting bolts 
into the center ‘key’ (to 
the left of the finger in 
the photo) that rides 
between the rises on the 
track may cause the 
plate to lock in place, as 
it will spread the center 
key. 
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Installing and Trimming the Anti-Chip Strips on the Track 

Determine which side of the track & anti-chip 
strips you will be trimming. 

 
9. The physical track has a wide 

side and a narrow side. 
a. The wide side is for 

normal 90-degree cuts 
(red arrow). 

b. The narrow side is for 
beveled cuts, when the 
saw is tilted relative to the 
base (white arrow). 

 

 

 

10. For clarification, to the 
right is an example of a 
beveled cut when the blade is 
on the narrow side of the 
track. 

 
11. After determining which 

side of the track and anti-chip 
strip you will be trimming, 
place your scrap piece of 
wood on a flat and stable 
work surface and place your 
track on top of the work 
piece. 
c. Our “Contractor Table” is 

useful in this situation.  

Wide Side 

 

Narrow Side 
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12. Place your saw on the 
track and set the depth of cut 
on your saw to 1/32” of an 
inch below the anti-chip 
strip. 
a. This shallow depth of cut 

helps to prevent the blade 
from bending the anti-chip 
strip upwards and 
shattering while being 
trimmed. 

  

13. Before you trim the anti-chip strips, start your saw and allow it to 
raise to full RPM. 
 
Then, SLOWLY feed the saw along the track and trim the anti-chip strip. 
 
Once complete, let the blade fully stop before lifting the saw from the 
track. 
 

If the AC Strips shatter, chip out, or otherwise do something weird 
please give us a call and we’ll take care of it! 

 
As much as we’d like to say everything is always perfect, it never is. 

Sometimes the strips have small micro air-bubbles, stress concentrations, 
or are just feeling particularly brittle that day and will chip or shatter 

during trimming. We’ll cover the defective ones under warranty, free of 
charge. 

 

WARNING 
THE ANTI-CHIP STRIP CAN BE VERY SHARP AFTER IT IS CUT TO 45 DEGREES.  

It is a good idea to dull the edges with sandpaper after you trim the anti-chip strip 
meant for beveled cuts. 
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Installing and Trimming the Zero-Clearance Block 

 
14. After installing the 

adapter plate and trimming 
the anti-chip on the track, 
the zero-clearance block is 
the last item to install. 
a. The zero-clearance block 

goes towards the front of 
the adapter plate, with 
the countersunk holes 
facing down and the lip 
resting against the 
adapter plate  

15. As a rough guide, the 
blade should be half way 
along the ZCB at maximum 
depth of cut. Take a few 
seconds and ensure the 
blade will still intersect the 
ZCB at minimum depth of 
cut.  

16. The easiest way to 
locate where the mounting 
holes for the zero-clearance 
block go is to bring it to the 
top of your saw’s metal 
base plate. 
b. Use a spring or C-styled 

clamp to hold it in position 

c. Utilize the pre-drilled 
holes for guides to drill 
your plates for proper 
spacing. 
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17. The ZCB is pre-
countersunk on the bottom 
so the included hardware 
will seat nicely. 
a. As mentioned in the 

overview, usually the 
bolt to the outside-front 
of the blade can be 
utilized for the first 
mounting hole for the 
ZCB, as shown in the 
photo 

b. If your saw has an 
unusually narrow metal 
base plate to the outside 
of the saw blade, feel 
free to drill/countersink 
holes where required to 
hit your metal shoe. The 
pre-drilled holes are our 
best guess. 
 

 

18. After installing the zero-
clearance block, it needs to 
be trimmed to your saw 
and blade combination. 
d. On a scrap piece of 

lumber, slowly and 
carefully plunge your 
saw down into the ZCB 
to trim it. 
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19. The finished product 
after trimming the ZCB 
should look something like 
the photo to the right 
a. There’s only roughly 

1/16th of an inch that 
will be trimmed from the 
ZCB. 

b. If your saw does not trim 
the ZCB, double check 
the spacing from the 
body of the blade to the 
outside of the saw 
adapter plate. It should 
be 1.5 inches. 

 
And with that, you have successfully installed our universal adapter plate 

onto the base of your circular saw! 
 

We hope you’ve found these instructions helpful, but if you have any 
questions at all, don’t hesitate to give us a call at 1.888.877.4514 or 

1.937.544.6855 or email at jacob@truetracsaw.com 
 

Thank you again for your business, and happy woodworking! 
 

 
www.truetracsaw.com 

 


