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Activity 3
SCENT FAMILIES	  – Teacher’s Instructions 
Objective:  
To teach how scents are categorised (so-called scent families) 
Duration:  
About one hour 
Material needed:   
Whispis, Handout. 

Lead-in: Explain that odors can also be grouped in different families, just like food or 
music.  This helps in order to describe, understand and memorize them. Besides, it also 
helps promote a diversity of vocabulary. 

Instructions: 
Task 1. The Scent Wheel (follow handout instructions) (30 mins) 

Task 2. What do they look like? (10 mins) 
Ask Students to do this in pairs, check answers as a group. 
Answer key: 1-f (rose), 2-j (pineapple), 3-g (cocoa), 4-e (grass), 5-h (glacier), 6.b 
(orange), 7-d (leather) , 8-c (cardamom), 9.i (woods), 10.a (mint). 

Task 3. What do they smell like? (20 mins) 
Put students in group or pairs, make this a competition. 
Answer key:  
Floral: orchid (16), rose (10)  
Fruity: apple (1), pineapple (13) 
Sweet: vanilla (8), cocoa (14) 
Green: grass (11) 
Water/Mineral: glacier (12) 
Citrusy: lemon (3) orange (2) bergamot (15) 
Animalic: leather (4), feathers and fur (19) 
Spicy: cinnamon (7), cardamom (18) 
Woody: wood (6) 
Herbal : lavender (5), sage in thyme (9) 
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      More information: 

• For younger children you can pick 3 easy families, for example: Fruity, Sweet and
Citrusy. Depending on the children’s ages or the purpose of the class, other
families can be explained.

• Training the nose to be consistent and to express feelings using new words.
• Learning that odors are not intrinsically good and friendly or bad and repulsive.

This depends on the cause of the odor, education and culture.

• Descriptors can be, and are even by professionals, taken from everyday life. One
can be as precise as one wishes to describe an experience (horse barn, grandma’s
perfume, holiday at the beach, etc).

• Scent families overlap too.
• Promote connections and interactions between scent and other abilities. Teach

the children to be multitalented and to juggle through different media (smells,
pictures in a collage, drawing, music or sounds, colors, etc�).  Very often people
are more at ease at describing scents with pictures than with words.

• Memory storage and recall (learning) is enhanced by smelling in association.


