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A SENSE FOR SCENTS Activity 3 

  NAME            
 

SCENT FAMILIES 
Most scents belong to one of about 10 main scent families. This helps in or-
der to describe, understand and memorize them. You smell lots of different 
scents every single day. Can you figure out which families these scents be-
long to? 
 
Task 1. The Scent Wheel 
Instructions: 
1. On the back of this page, make a list of at least 20 scents that you know 

well. Include pleasant scents and funky ones.  
2. Next, use crayons or colored pencils to color in the scent family chart 

below. Use a different color for each of the 10 families. 
3. Finally, write each scent from your list in the family quadrant it belongs 

to. If a quadrant remains empty try to think of a smell that would fit in it.  
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Activity 3 - SCENT FAMILIES 
 
Task 2. What do they look like? 
Here are the main 10 families and some of their subfamilies. Find a corre-
spondent picture for each: 
 
1. Floral: rose, jasmine etc	  but also petals, fresh, sultry 
2. Fruity: apple, banana, blueberry 
3. Sweet: vanilla, chocolate, maple, caramel 
4. Green: grass, leaves 
5. Water/Mineral: sea breeze, water, stone, sulfur 
6. Citrusy: lemon, orange, bergamot, grapefruit, yuzu 
7. Animalic: beaver, cheese, cow, horse, dogs, leather 
8. Spicy: clove, cinnamon, pepper, cardamom 
9. Woody: cedar wood, pinewood, patchouli 
10. Herbal : lavender, basil, sage, mint 
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Activity 3 - SCENT FAMILIES 
 
Task 3. What do they smell like? 
 
Instructions:  Finally, it is now time to smell! Find the right whispi for each 
family. Remember, there may be more than one whispi for each family!
 

	  


