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A SENSE FOR SCENTS Activity 2
BE NOSEY –	  Teacher’s Instructions 
Objective: 
Teaching the geography of great explorations through scents. 

Duration:  
About 45 mins. 

Material needed: 
- The following whispis: Bergamot, Cocoa, Orchid, Cardamom, Jasmine Tea, 

Feathers & Fur, Glacier, Pineapple. 
- A photocopy of the “A Nose for Discovery”	   poster and a copy of the activity 

handout for every group of students. 

Lead-in: 
Write on the board “Great Explorers”. Ask students what they know about it. Tell 
students they are going to learn about “Great explorers and their scented routes”. 
(The period of Great Explorations around the globe was a turning point in human 
history. A lot of these great trips were actually organized to discover new sources 
of precious materials such as gold, spices or silk). 

Instructions: 
1. Divide the class so that you will have 8 groups. Give each group a whispi and

ask them to sniff and compare ideas. (5 mins) 

2. Introduce the poster as you give each group a copy. Ask them to match the
scent they have to the right scented route on the photocopy by writing the
whispi number on it. Every group passes their whispi to the neighboring group
and will match the new whispi to the correct scented route and so forth, until all
groups have received and matched all scents and routes. (10 mins)

3. Give students each correct answer at a time, passing around the correct whispi
and giving more background information for every scent - see following page.
(15 mins) Answers: Glacier = 12, Pineapple = 13, Cocoa = 14, Bergamot =
15, Orchid = 16, Jasmine Tea = 17, Cardamom = 18, Feathers & Fur = 19.

4. Give every group a copy of the handout as they complete the matching activity.
(5mins)  Answers: 1-E, 2-D, 3-B, 4-A, 5-C, 6-G, 7-H , 8-F.

5. Ask every group to discuss other aromas the explorers may have encountered
in their travels and share with the others. (10 mins)
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A brief note about the different stop overs on those amazing journeys: 

• Glacier: Captain Cook approached the Arctic and the Antarctic several
times during his trips. These two regions are host to the largest quantities of
fresh water and are most affected by global warming.

• Pineapple: famously associated with Hawaii. Unlike other scents, such as
jasmine for example, pineapple scent cannot be extracted from the fruit and
is man-made from other molecules. Ask students if they know why (fruit un-
like jasmine or lavender is mainly water and contains little oil).

• Cocoa: the cocoa plant and the chocolate drink were great treats intro-
duced by the Mayans and the Aztecs from the New World. Cocoa has inter-
esting physiological effects on the body that scientists are still studying.

• Bergamot: The bergamot tree is a cross between a lemon tree and a bitter
orange tree. The bergamot fruit is used for the oil in its peel. Bergamot oil is
important in perfumery and has been cultivated and traded traditionally from
Italy to all parts of Europe and the US (Paris, Grasse, Cologne, New York�)
for fine fragrance creation as well as for Earl Grey tea!

• Orchid: Orchids are fascinating living organisms with all kinds of adapta-
tions, habits and habitats around the world. Many orchids are fragrant (with a
large variety of different scents for different orchids). The scent of the or-
chid in this kit was captured using “headspace”	  analysis which analyzes mol-
ecules around a plant with a special instrument without damaging the plant
or the flower.

• Jasmine Tea: Tea and Jasmine are important plants from Asia, culturally and
commercially. Whereas tea is a popular beverage, Jasmine is a flower widely
used to create perfumes.

• Cardamom: the Great Explorers were each time on the lookout for a new
route, shorter or safer, to India. India was and still is a key place to source
spices such as pepper, clove or cardamom.

• Feathers & Fur: a scent to symbolize Australia as a unique place to discover
Darwin’s theory of evolution as well as unique plant and animal species.


