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As the self-proclaimed child of backpacking hippies, 
Kirsty Ballentine-Turnbull says gypsy spirit is in her 
DNA. Born in London to a South African dad and an 
Australian mum, Kirsty spent her early years in a 
Kombi exploring the world with her intrepid parents. 
They eventually settled back in Perth when she was 
aged five, but wanderlust was never far from the 
surface, and the growing family was often on the 
road seeking new adventures.

When she was 14, the Ballentines upped stakes and 
moved to Brisbane, where Kirsty completed her high 
schooling and went to uni. The peripatetic family 

Gypsy spirit
Kirsty Ballentine-Turnbull 
brings equal measures of 
wanderlust and passion for a 
cool Bohemian aesthetic to her 
homewares importing business.
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CLOCKWISE  
FROM ABOVE:  
Kirsty relaxes in her 
Federation-style 
home; a neutral 
palette allows striking 
art and furniture  
to shine; a tribal  
motif runs throughout 
the entire home. 





“I’d always had 
an appreciation 
of architecture 
and design, but 
suddenly I had  
a blank canvas  

to work on.”
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In the process of 
decorating her home, 

Kirsty uncovered a 
passion for sourcing and 

designing handcrafted 
homewares, opening 

the door to an exciting  
new career.
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THIS PAGE:  
Kirsty’s interior design 
prowess extends to the rear 
deck and backyard.
OPPOSITE: The entire family, 
pooch included, loves the 
home’s light and airy feel.



moved on to Melbourne, but Kirsty flew in the face of 
tradition, and stayed in Brisbane to graduate and build a 
corporate career in learning and organisational development.

“By the time I was 24 I had a house, a car and a great job,” 
she recalls. “But I also had the travel bug, so I headed off to 
London and spent the next few years living and working 
there and in Europe. I met and became great friends with my 
future husband, Jonathan Turnbull, who is a Perth boy, in the 
UK. After moving back to Australia we began our relationship. 
He then developed his career in IT, management consultancy 
and property development.”

Kirsty continued to work as a HR consultant specialising 
in executive coaching and career transitioning while raising 
Ava, who is now eight, and Charlie, who is six. But for the 
girl who liked nothing better than to lock herself in her 
bedroom and listen to Fleetwood Mac while designing 
clothes and dashing out charcoal drawings, there was 
always an unrequited creative gene bouncing around in 
the background. Then three years ago Kirsty and Jonathan 
bought a 1920s Federation-style property on a ramshackle 
granny block in the inner-Perth suburb of Nedlands and 
Kirsty found a whole new outlet for her artistic tendancies.

“I’d always had an appreciation of architecture and design, 
but suddenly I had a blank canvas to work on,” she 
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recalls. “The house had already had an extension when we 
bought it, but it was up to us to knock out walls and open it 
up with bi-folds onto the wraparound verandah.”

Gradually, the woman who had previously been 
accustomed to telling other people how to make changes 
to their careers found herself making her own transition. 
“It all began when I wanted to buy a shell chandelier for the 
living area,” she recalls. “I searched everywhere but couldn’t 
find anything like what I had in mind. Then I went on a trip to 
Bali and discovered the most exquisitely crafted pendants in 
all shapes and sizes. By the time I came home I was well on 
the way to becoming an importer of beautiful hand-crafted 
homewares and clothing, all with a Bohemian edge.”

She didn’t have to look far for a name for her business. 
She’d stumbled across losari, an ancient Javanese word 
meaning spirit of the earth, while researching names for her 
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THESE PAGES:  
Pieces from Kirsty’s 
homewares brand, 

Losari, are dotted 
about the house.  

children and tucked it away for a future use. “Losari kind of 
summed up all the beautiful products I started to source,” 
she explains. “Feather craft, delicately carved skulls, tribal 
art and crochet blankets and gorgeous fabrics from all over 
Indonesia, India, Bangladesh and China have a place in the 
repertoire. We’ve grown exponentially since I launched two 
years ago, but the essence of luxurious homewares and 
clothes with a free spirit remains at the core.”

In that utterly unpredictable way life has of turning up 
curve balls, Kirsty’s tight-knit family was dealt a massive 
blow about the same time as the business was launching 
when her mother suffered a catastrophic stroke. “Suddenly 
we found ourselves sharing responsibility for her intensive 
care around the clock,” Kirsty explains. “I had just started on 
this amazing adventure and I didn’t know how I would find 
the time, energy or space to keep going and fit Losari 



INSPIRED BY COUNTRY



44  australiancountry.net.au 

CLOCKWISE FROM 
THIS IMAGE:  
Eight-year-old Ava enjoys 
relaxing outside; an all-
white Bohemian boudoir; 
a shell chandelier makes 
a strong statement in  
the living room. 
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in around her care. But we took it in shifts and gradually 
Mum improved to the point where she could come home, 
admittedly, with high-level care from all of us. We’ve always 
shared a mutual love for things from faraway places and 
cultures, so I felt I needed to keep going for both of us.”

Fortunately, the worldwide web makes it possible for Kirsty 
to browse, discover and connect with artisan producers 
all over the world from the comfort of her home office. 
Gradually, however, she has come to the realisation that as 
most of her custom is based in the eastern states, it makes 
much more sense to move over there. So the Ballentine 
gypsy caravan is gearing up for yet another move, this time 
to Queensland, where Kirsty has taken on a business partner 
and established a distribution warehouse.

“Now I’ve become the catalyst for change,” she says. “My 
brother and sister-in-law hope to move to northern NSW 
so they can be close enough to continue to help out with 
Mum. The rest of us, hopefully my parents included, will 
be following. We’ve always done things as a family and this 
new chapter will be no different. It’s a funny feeling as the 
11 years in Perth are the longest I’ve ever lived in one place. 
But we are gypsy souls and moving is what gypsies do. And 
challenging though it is to pack up everything and make the 
change, I feel it is the right thing to do. Life goes on and it just 
wouldn’t suit any of us to shy away from the next challenge. 
It’s exciting and a bit frightening, but I have a deep conviction 
that it will be for the long-term good.” 
For more information visit losari.com.au.
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love this look

Designer Kirsty Ballentine-Turnbull 
favours light and floaty pieces 
with a tribal-meets-tropical edge. 
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← Bird & Knoll 
Pixel collection 

scarves, $225 each, 
birdandknoll.com

← Chinese-style 
blue and white 

ginger jar, $129, 
downthatlittlelane.
com.au

Inspired by ...

Curtain Call print, $180, 
urbanroad.com.au

Losari Sofia feather 
and shell tribal 
necklace, $310, Belle 
Maison cushion, $140, 
Serenity throw, $140, 
Scandi baskets, $60, 
losari.com.au

→Cape Lodge 
print, $770, 

boydblue.com

Morocco rug, $199.95, 
ebandive.com.au

↓ Losari Ashanti plume, $320, 
losari.com.au

Compiled by Alice Griffin

→ Bowerhouse drum 
stool, $229.95, 

zanui.com.au

Moroccan wool pom 
pom cushions, $120 each, 
barefootgypsy.com.au


