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Onions were the stars of the day as people attending the onion variety trials at the Malheur Experiment Station on
Tuesday, to view and discuss the quality of onions and stands of some of the 53 varieties grown on the station since last
spring. Those varieties were grown from seed and there eight varieties grown from transplants. 
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WEISER 

A woman whose dogs were seized
in an animal abuse case on Aug. 4
relinquished ownership in a court
hearing Tuesday. 

Kimberly Anderson pleaded not
guilty to 37 counts of animal cruelty
and also gave up her rights to the
dogs during a hearing at Washington
County Magistrate Court, according
to Kim Hansen, a director of Ani-
Care Animal Shelter. 

The dogs were seized from a resi-
dence on Winslow Road, southeast
of Weiser because of unhealthy liv-
ing conditions, and were taken to
Ani-Care Animal Shelter, south of
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New Plymouth high school is
bringing
drones into
the classroom
for the first
time.

The New
Plymouth
School
District was
one of 22 re-
cipients
across the
state of Idaho

awarded $147,000 in grants so that
they could equip themselves with

SEE DRONES | PAGE A3

SALEM (AP) — Oregon’s gover-
nor and the head of the state police
defended the state’s legal marijuana
industry in letters to U.S. Attorney
General Jeff Sessions, who has been
hinting at a crackdown on states

SEE MARIJUANA | PAGE A3

Drones allow
‘more engaging’
classroom time

Weiser woman
turns over
dogs to shelter 
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T
he local onion harvest is getting un-
derway and a new crop of onions at
the Malheur Experiment Station

raised for research were being evaluated
Tuesday at the 2017 onion trials. 

Fifty-three varieties submitted by 10
different seed companies were on display
in a field at the experiment station, which
drew seed company representatives,
farmers and others in the onion industry.

Among the varieties this year were red
onions from New Zealand.

There were about 100 attendees, in-
cluding five people visiting from Brazil. 

In the group was Cleverton Spautz and
his brother, Evandro Spautz, who farm
about 300 acres in southeastern Brazil,
with 100 acres in onions. 

Cleverton Spautz said their purpose
was to get information about drip
irrigation and other aspects of the culti-

vation of onions.
“We met Clint 11 years ago,” Spautz

said of Clint Shock, with the Malheur
Experiment Station, who invited them to
come to Malheur County. This was his
fifth visit to the station, he said. 

Another visitor to the trials was Chad
Faaborg, of Industrial Ventilation, Inc.,
which is involved in onion storage facili-
ties. The onion trials is one of the annual
stops he makes to see what the company
can expect in the future. 

As for reconstruction of the onion facil-
ities damaged or destroyed by last win-
ter’s snowfall, the company has seen the
completion of 10 buildings out of 30 it is
involved with, and construction of anoth-
er 20 in progress. 

“Were hopeful to have them all done by
Oct. 1.” he said. 

Lower yields
Rob Wagstaff, of Wagstaff Farms, said

they are just getting started with harvest

and is expecting his yield will be lower. 
“We don’t have the stands,” he said,

commenting on the overall crop. 
One problem is there are “skips” in the

stands so they are not uniform. 
Erik Feibert, senior research assistant,

echoed Wagstaff’s remarks, saying “Last
year the yields were amazing.”  That is in
contrast to this year with lower yields
seen because of the weather, he said. 

Some people were in a hurry to get into
the field, when it was still wet and had
soil compaction problems. 

Onion fields at the station were thinned
to 120,000 plants per acre, also a change
from previous years, when there was a
greater emphasis on the very large
onions, Feibert said.

Employee recognition
During the complimentary luncheon six

experiment station employees were recog-

5 from Brazil attend local onion trials
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As students begin to flood
the halls of schools again,
police want to remind par-

ents, drivers —and students
themselves— to practice
safety. 

Whether it’s avoiding dis-
tractions while driving or
sitting down with children

to discuss safety tips while
walking, local police are en-
couraging everyone to keep
in mind several tips. 

Drivers
To start, drivers need to

yield to buses and not drive
past them when lights are
flashing. This is regardless
of what direction a driver is
traveling, said Malheur

SEE ONION TRIALS | PAGE A2

SEE BE VIGILANT | PAGE A2

Local police ask parents, drivers and students to take
the time to review school safety tips as many schools
are back in session. Drivers are asked to be extra cau-
tious near school zones and to watch out for walkers
and bicyclists. Pictured is an elementary student
walking across to other side of the road. 
TANYA BAÑUELOS | THE ARGUS OBSERVER

 

School is back in session: Police
urge drivers, parents to ‘be vigilant’ 

We’re
excited to
see what
we can do
with them.

— Clete Edmun-

son, principal,

New Plymouth

High School

Gov., state police
chief stand up
for marijuana
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such as Oregon that have
legalized pot in defiance
of federal law.

Gov. Kate Brown not-
ed Tuesday in her letter
that Sessions’ earlier let-
ter to her referenced a
draft report from the
Oregon State Police that
concluded a lot of
Oregon’s marijuana was
being diverted to other
states.

Brown and Oregon
State Police
Superintendent Travis
Hampton said that draft
report was invalid and
had incorrect data and
conclusions.

Brown said new laws
in Oregon, including
tracking all pot grown for
legal sale from seed to
store, will help cut down
on diversion into the
black market. Brown not-
ed that she also recently
signed into law legisla-
tion that makes it easier
to prosecute the unlawful
import and export of mar-
ijuana products.

Governors of Alaska
and Washington state al-
so recently pushed back
against the Trump ad-
ministration and defend-
ed their efforts to regu-
late the marijuana indus-
try. Alaska Gov. Bill
Walker wrote to Sessions
earlier this month asking
the Department of
Justice to maintain the
Obama administration’s
more hands-off enforce-
ment approach to states
that have legalized mari-
juana.

Washington Gov. Jay
Inslee said the attorney
general made claims
about the situation in his
state that are “outdated,
incorrect, or based on in-
complete information.”

The governors of
Oregon, Colorado,
Washington and Alaska

wrote to Sessions and
Treasury Secretary Steve
Mnuchin in April, warn-
ing that altering the Cole
memorandum, which re-
stricts federal marijuana
law enforcement in
states where pot is legal,
“would divert existing
marijuana product into
the black market and in-
crease dangerous activi-
ty in both our states and
our neighboring states.”

Sessions, however,
then wrote to congres-
sional leaders, opposing
an amendment that pre-
vents the Justice
Department from using
appropriated funds to in-
terfere with states’ med-
ical marijuana.

Oregon Democratic
Rep. Earl Blumenauer,
who co-wrote the
amendment with
California Republican
Rep. Dana Rohrabacher,
told The Associated
Press recently that
Congress is becoming
more pro-marijuana, and
that more legalization
will tamp down the
black market.

“The more that we go
down the path of legal-
ization, regulation and
taxation, diversion be-
comes less and less of a
problem,” Blumenauer
said.

Brown told Sessions in
her letter that Oregon’s
medical and recreational
marijuana industry has
raised over $60.2 million
in revenue and created
over 16,000 jobs.

She said her staff looks
forward to continuing its
work with Session’s of-
fice and his representa-
tive in Oregon “to end
black market marijuana
operations, and to pro-
vide mutual education
and support of our legal
and regulated market-
place.”
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drones in June earlier
this year.

Idaho Action STEM
Action Center was the or-
ganization that awarded
the grant funds in order to
help the state meet future
workforce needs, accord-
ing to a news release by
the organization.

New Plymouth High
School will be utilizing
parts for five drones this
year as the 2017-18
school year kicked off
last week.

The drones will be used
in the school’s robotics
class, said Carrie Jackson,
who teaches at the high
school as a physical, ex-
perimental, and environ-
mental science teacher.

“This is the first year we
have experimented with
drones,” said Clete
Edmunson, New
Plymouth High School
principal. “We’re excited
to see what we can do
with them.”

Jackson applied for the
grant from the Idaho
STEM Action Center in

an effort to place more
emphasis on engineering
with the school’s sciences.

“It also makes every-
thing more engaging in
class,” she added.

According to Jackson,
the high school has never
implemented any sort of
drone curriculum before
this year after it found
out about being awarded
the grant.

Drone parts will be part
of the curriculum set to
begin in earnest at the end
of this week in Jackson’s
robotics class. Students
will use parts manufac-
tured by PCS Edventures,
a Boise-based company
dealing in hands-on edu-
cational products for
classroom, after-school
and home learning.

New Plymouth High
School is set to begin us-
ing drones in the class-
room for the first time as
Idaho’s tech sector is
currently the second-
fastest growing in the na-
tion at 6.3 percent, and
80 percent of all jobs
will require technology

skills within the next 20
years, according to the
action center.

In addition, the Federal
Aviation Administration
predicts the number of
hobbyist-owned drones
will reach 3.6 million by
2021 — more than triple
last year’s 1.1 million. It
also anticipates business
usage will increase tenfold
during the same timeframe
from 42,000 drones in
2016 to 442,000 in 2021.

Curriculum with the
drones includes having
students both build and
program the machines,
Jackson said. Should the
program continue on
track, students will be fly-
ing their drones within
three weeks.

The current plan for the
robotics students is to
have them compete in the
Technological Students of
America Competition for
drones, in October.
According to Jackson, the
competition would test
student knowledge on ba-
sic parts and would even
include a drone-flying-

skills competition.
However, that isn’t the

only opportunity robotics
students will have during
the class, Jackson said.
They also will get the
chance to take a test to
earn a license to become
an unmanned pilot for the
Federal Aviation
Administration. This will
only require one year of
the class, Jackson said.

As it stands, most stu-
dents in the robotics
class are juniors and sen-
iors. Future plans for ex-
panding drones beyond
the robotics classroom
haven’t been made as of
yet, as the school’s ro-
botics class came into
existence only about two
to three years ago. 

DRONES:Students can take test for FAA license
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HUNTER MARROW is a
news reporter at The Argus

Observer. He
can be reached
at (541) 823-
4822 or by
emailing
hunterm@argu-

sobserver.com. To comment
on this story, go to www.argu-
sobserver.com.

Wildfire burns 5 homes in southwestern Oregon
BROOKINGS, Ore.

(AP) — Authorities on
Tuesday designated a
wildfire in southwestern
Oregon as the top fire-
fighting priority nation-
wide, a spokesman for
the Incident Fire
Management system said.

Five homes have
burned in the 153-
square-mile blaze near
Brookings, a coastal
town near the California
border, said Greg Heule,
a spokesman for the
team, which collaborates
with various federal and
state firefighting agen-
cies and releases infor-
mation about blazes
around the country.

More than 700 people
are under mandatory

evacuation and another
1,000 are under an evac-
uation warning, he said.

The lightning-sparked
fire began more than a
month ago, but has
grown rapidly in the past
week with low humidity
and strong winds. The
weather, however, may
start cooperating in the
coming days, Heule said.

“Yesterday the fire did-
n’t move very much at
all and today it’s pretty
much the same. It gives
our firefighters an oppor-
tunity to get in there on
this and make some
progress,” he said in a
telephone interview.

There are nearly 800
firefighters on scene and
many more crews are

streaming in to battle the
flames.

No one has been in-
jured in the fire.

It is burning in the
Kalmiopsis Wilderness
in the Rogue River-
Siskiyou National Forest
in some of the same area
affected by a notorious
fire in 2002 that remains
seared in the memory of
those living along the
Oregon-California bor-
der. That blaze burned
800 square miles.

The terrain is rugged in
the remote area, but the
flames have reached to
within six miles of
Brookings, which is
about six miles from the
California border.
Highway 101 remains

open, he added.
August is peak wildfire

season in the Pacific
Northwest, and firefight-
ers are busy throughout
Oregon.

In the central part of
state, a wildfire in the
Three Sisters Wilderness
has scorched 18 square
miles. An evacuation
warning went out Monday
for an area that includes
Black Butte Ranch, a re-
sort community.

Last week, hundreds of
people living near the
Western-themed town of
Sisters were advised to
evacuate. Fire managers
worry that winds will
push the fire out of the
wilderness and into pop-
ulated areas.

Police probe ‘suspicious death’ at treatment center
NAMPA (AP) — Employees at a

state-run treatment center in Idaho
discovered a male resident dead in
his bed.

Police at first thought the Sunday
death at the Southwest Idaho
Treatment Center may have been a
homicide, but they now are investi-
gating it as a suspicious death,
Nampa Police Department Lt. Eric
Skoglund said.

Skoglund declined to provide de-
tails about the investigation. An au-
topsy was scheduled for Tuesday,
the Idaho Statesman reported.

Staff entered the man’s room
Sunday shortly after 11 a.m. and
found him unresponsive, said
Idaho Department of Health and
Welfare spokesman Chris Smith.

The staff immediately started CPR
and called 911, but the man was
later pronounced dead, Smith said.

The death comes just weeks after
the Idaho Department of Health
and Welfare began investigating
complaints of psychological and
physical abuse of seven adult resi-
dents at the same center.

Six employees resigned or
were fired earlier this month after
the department completed its in-
vestigation.

Two of the employees were the
main suspects in the abuse, and the
other four knew about the abuse but
did not report it, the department said.

The department also said its in-
vestigation found psychological
abuse that included bullying and

insulting residents, as well as phys-
ical abuse that included an employ-
ee slapping a resident and an em-
ployee putting inappropriate pres-
sure on a resident’s jaw.

Nampa police also are pursuing
criminal investigations of possi-
ble abuse.

The Southwest Idaho Treatment
Center was issued a provisional li-
cense until Nov. 16, with a warning
to correct problems by Sept. 2 or
risk losing Medicaid payments.

The center, run by the Health and
Welfare Department, provides as-
sessment, training and treatment to
people with developmental disabil-
ities and mental illnesses. The goal
is to help them transition into liv-
ing in their communities.

Officials looking for funds to build housing for homeless
EUGENE (AP) — Lane County

officials are seeking $11.7 million in
funds to design and construct a 50-
unit apartment building in Eugene
that would house homeless people
and offer them support services.

The apartment complex will cost
the county $8.5 million to build and
an additional $3.2 million in “soft”
costs such design work and legal
fees, the Register-Guard reported.

County officials plan to fund a por-
tion of the building through a federal
program that gives low-income
housing developers federal income
tax credits that they can later sell to
investors to raise money. They will
look for federal, state and local funds

to pay for the remaining tab.
The four-story building will have

studio-size units with a sleeping area,
private bathroom and kitchenette.
Along with offices and counseling
centers, the building will also be
equipped with a laundry facility and
meeting rooms.

The county’s last one-day home-
less count identified over 1,500 peo-
ple who were living on the streets
and in homeless shelters in the metro
area.

Future tenants will be accepted re-
gardless of sobriety or criminal histo-
ry and have access to drug and alco-
hol treatment, job training and other
services at the apartment building,

said Steve Manela, the county’s hu-
man services manager. Officials ex-
pect to cover a part of the operating
costs through a rental subsidy from
the federal government. Tenants with
jobs will be expected to pay 30 per-
cent of their monthly adjusted gross
income for their unit.

“We’re pretty darn close to having
all the service and operating pieces
figured out,” he said. “The main
thing we’re looking at now is the
money for the construction.”

Once finished, the apartment build-
ing would be managed by the
Housing and Community Service
Agency of Lane County or a proper-
ty manager hired by the agency,

 

Family member of murder victims visits scene of crime
CALDWELL (AP) —

Two months after the
bodies of two women and
a teen girl were discov-
ered inside a shed on the
property of an Idaho
home, a family member
of two of the victims en-
tered the house.

Mark Medley visited
Caldwell and said he
walked inside the
home where his sister-in-
law, Nadja Medley, and
niece, Payton Medley,
were killed.

“It was extremely emo-

tional, extremely stress-
ful,” Mark Medley said.
“It was sadness mostly,
going through their per-
sonal belongings and find-
ing things that reminded
me of them.”

Medley said it is hard not
to think about what hap-
pened to his family mem-
bers weeks before their
bodies were discovered de-
composing in a shed.

Nadja and her daughter
moved to Caldwell to be
with Gerald Michael
Bullinger, who is the sus-

pect in the killings but has
not been located by author-
ities, KTVB-TV reported.

The third victim was
Bullinger’s wife, Cheryl
Baker.

Nadja Medley “had no
idea that he was married to
his wife,” Medley said. “If
she had, she never would
have gotten involved with
him and more so, she nev-
er would have moved up to
Idaho with him.”

Nadja’s mother-in-law
contacted the Canyon
County Sheriff’s Office on

June 20 about not being
able to reach Nadja and
Payton. Since then, the
family has been trying to
understand why the
killings happened.

“Why wouldn’t you just
leave them alone?”
Medley asked. “Why in
the world would you go
this far with what you did?
What was your motive?”

Medley said he wants to
make sure no one forgets
what happened and that
people try to identify
Bullinger.
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2 men cited for
illegal dumping,
1 wearing
recycling shirt

COLTON (AP) —
Authorities say two men
— one wearing a recy-
cling shirt — were cited
for illegally dumping
garbage on a rural
Oregon road.

The Oregonian/
OregonLive reports the
men were cited Tuesday
for dumping garbage on
Hunter Road in Colton
after county employees
reported the trash.

The Clackamas
County Sheriff Office
said on Facebook
deputies stopped the
men as they were leav-
ing the site.

Officials say the men
admitted to illegally
dumping trash and
picked it up like “good
sports.”

One of the men was
wearing a shirt with a
recycling symbol proud-
ly proclaiming, “Going
Green.”

Labrador blasts
BSU president
following rally
criticism

BOISE (AP) —
Idaho’s U.S. Rep. Raul
Labrador says maybe it’s
time for Boise State
University President
Bob Kustra to resign af-
ter Kustra criticized the
Republican congress-

man’s response to a re-
cent white supremacist
rally in Charlottesville,
Virginia.

Labrador spoke out
against Kustra during a
Monday interview with
670 KBOI.

Police arrest
man who waved
gun in library

PORTLAND (AP) —
Police arrested a man
who they say barricaded
himself at a home after
waving a gun in the li-
brary at Portland
Community College.

Portland police Sgt.
Chris Burley says offi-
cers went to the library
Tuesday after getting a
report of an armed man.
Burley says the officers
were told the man ran
from the scene, waving
the weapon, after col-
lege security officers re-
sponded to an employ-
ee’s request for assis-
tance.

Police traced the route
the man took out of the
library and found a
firearm.

Soon, a North
Portland homeowner
told officers that a man
entered his house with-
out permission. Burley
says the man barricaded
himself in an upstairs
bedroom, but a team of
officers that included
crisis negotiators arrest-
ed him.

Burley says the man
will be booked into the
Multnomah County Jail.
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