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Practices for Distance 
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Students 



● Started as at’s omputer chool in 1988

● Grew to network of experiential learning 

centers in Idaho, Washington and 

California

● PCS Edventures learning solutions are now 

in more than 7000 sites in all 50 states and 

over 17 other countries

● Philosophy of hands-on projects that 

fuel a passion for learning and a lifelong 

love of STEM

About PCS Edventures

Tips, Tricks & Best Practices for 
Distance Learning



Our Products
● Turn-key kits 

● Makerspace materials

● Drones for STEM education and 

career exploration

● Curriculum to spark interest in 

STEAM

● Training and support for educators
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Our Customers

K-12 classrooms

Summer schools

After-school programs

Libraries and makerspaces
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1. Establishing and maintaining strong 
connections with students and parents to 
gain momentum for distance learning

2. Strategies for synchronous and 
asynchronous communication

3. Student choice as a means of motivation

4. Student choice and assessment 

6. Wrap up

Tips, Tricks & Best Practices for 
Distance Learning
Agenda



Human connection 
is more critical 

than instructional 
time right now

Emphasize the importance of 
your relationship with your 
students and acknowledge 

the importance of their 
well-being to set the stage 

for better learning outcomes 
down the road

Establishing and Maintaining 
Strong Connections



Assess the tech 
available to your 
students as soon as 
possible so you can 
determine which 
communication tools 
will be most effective 
in reaching them

Reaching out via phone, text, 
email, online apps, etc.



Identify which students are not responding or seem to be missing

Identify your mandated policies for such situations

Reach out via conventional means (phone, letters, visit, etc)

Make a plan for students who respond but have no access to 
digital/online resources

Be mindful of your limitations in such situations and don’t take on 
too much

Identify which students are missing

Try to establish contact



When will you meet?

What are the behavior expectations for 
students when meeting?

● Behavior when on camera
● Behavior when interacting with other 

students

What should students do if they can’t 
attend?

● How should they notify you?
● Will you require make-up time?

Daily communication with students

Set clear routines and realistic expectations 



Morning 
Meetings

Regularly scheduled group 
meetings help maintain 
momentum and buy-in

Pro Tip- Daily group contact



Supporting Student 
Social-Emotional Health

Recreate what you’d do at the 
door or when starting class

● If using Remind, Talking Points or 
another communication service, ask 
students to respond with an emoji

● On Zoom or Google Hangouts, use 
a quick thumbs up, sideways or 
down

● Use a Google Form survey on your 
LMS to track how students are 
feeling and what supports they 
need

Strategy: Virtual Check-ins

Dr. Torrey Trust, PhD
www.torreytrust.com

http://www.torreytrust.com


Implement both 
synchronous and 

asynchronous  
teaching strategies 

Having a diversity of 
communication tools and 
procedures impacts both 
differentiation and equity

Strategies For Synchronous and 
Asynchronous Lesson Delivery

From Asynchronous, Remote, & Flipped Classroom Resources | 
2nd Edition



One-on-one Communication

● Establish acceptable 
method(s) of 
communication

● Set expectations (office 
hours scheduled 
one-on-one check-ins, etc)

Group/class Instruction

● Establish shared platform
● Set schedule (daily?  Weekly? 

Time of day, etc)
● Set expectations (schedule, 

attendance, behavior, etc)

Strategies For Synchronous and 
Asynchronous Instruction

Synchronous options: 



Individual communication tools



Group communication tools



One-on-one Communication

● Establish acceptable 
method(s) of communication

● Procedures and expectations 
( How and when to ask for 
help, turn-around time, 
expectations for student 
while waiting for response, 
etc)

Group/class Instruction

● Identify tools and make sure 
students know how to use 
them (Classroom blogs, web 
pages, LMS, etc)

● Make use of the abundant 
resources available for 
teachers right now

Strategies For Synchronous and 
Asynchronous Communication
Asynchronous options: 



Distance education via public television across the US

Strategies For Synchronous and 
Asynchronous Communication



Pro Tip: Limit worksheets and 
packets for non-digital students

*For students with 
no digital 
presence, limiting 
the amount of 
“packets” will 
increase buy-in



Student Choice as a Means of Motivation

https://www.thepmdgroup.net/

https://www.thepmdgroup.net/


Student Choice as a Means of Motivation



Choice of Content

● “Genius Hour” or passion 
projects

Choice of Response 

● “Choice Boards” or 
learning menus

Student Choice as a Means of Motivation

Student choice can be broken down 
into two categories:



● Adaptable for any content 
area(s), standard or grade 
level
○ Exploration of new 

content for information 
gathering (formative 
practice)

○ Student creation to 
demonstrate new learning 
(preparation for 
summative assessment)

Student Choice as a Means of Motivation

Strategy: Choice Boards 



Tech and Tech-Free Choice Boards 



Choice Boards Organized by Standard



Free Exploration Choice Boards



Cross-Curricular Choice Boards



Choice Boards For Family Engagement



Self-Led Professional Development



Strategy: Genius Hour or Passion Projects

Student Choice as a Means of Motivation

Exploration of student interests 
with scaffolded framework 
from guiding teacher

Benefits:

● Intrinsic motivation
● Critical-thinking and 

problem-solving
● Project management and 

research skills
● Innovative way to meet 

standards



Scaffolding is key 

Setting Up Genius Hour Projects

Provide strong supports to set up the project’s SMART goal 



Scaffolding is key 

Setting Up Genius Hour Projects

Ensure that students reflect on their learning 



Scaffolding is key 

Setting Up Genius Hour Projects

Use a preferred platform as a means to support student 
choice, learning exploration and the production of an artifact

Genius Hour 
projects based 
on content 
from: 







Digital Portfolios as Alternative Assessment

Use your existing LMS or try a new app!



Sample Student Portfolio on Bulb



1. Establishing and maintaining strong 
relationships

2. Strategies for synchronous and 
asynchronous communication

3. Student choice as a means of motivation

4. Student choice and assessment 

Tips, Tricks & Best Practices for 
Distance Learning
Wrap Up



Distance Learning

Contact a 

PCS STEMbassador

For customized solutions 
tailored for your learning 

environment

By phone:

(800) 429-3110

By email:

sales@edventures.com

Website:

edventures.com

mailto:sales@edventures.com

