
NATIONAL
RUGBY AWARDS 2016

JOIN US AT THE ROSE ROOM,  TWICKENHAM STADIUM

 FOR THE LARGEST RUGBY CLUB AWARDS NIGHT

 IN THE WORLD.

THURSDAY, September 1, 2016

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITY



Invited England Rugby Players:

Ugo Monye, Joe Launchbury, Joe Marler, 

Danny Care, Jonathan Joseph, JEREMY 

GUSCOTT, jeff probyn & Austin healey

HOSTED BY:

ALEX PAYNE FROM SKY SPORTS

National Rugby Awards 2016



INTRODUCTION

The National Rugby Awards were created to 

honour the achievements of every one of the 

thousands of rugby clubs across the country. 

The event is a high profile acknowledgement of 

their dedication and commitment to the game. 

he awards give a unique 
opportunity for clubs at all levels 
to gain recognition for their 

contribution to the game. There is 
no rugby event that is comparable in 
terms of recognition, promotional worth 
and size. Our 2015 awards ceremony 
was the largest ever gathering in 
Twickenham’s Rose Room. 

In our first year an impressive 360 clubs 
entered; in 2016 we anticipate this to 
increase to well over a thousand entrants 
due to our success and publicity.

The 2016 Awards ceremony will 
again be hosted at Twickenham, 
“The Home of English Rugby”, and 
will be attended by rugby celebrities, 
members of England Rugby teams 
and Premiership players.

Zeus Events and The Rugby Paper 
are the creative and driving forces 
behind this unique project and the 
England captain, Chris Robshaw is the 
ambassador for the event.

This is a fantastic opportunity for 
sponsors to become involved in a 
proven concept that is destined to go 
from strength to strength.

T



RUGBY TEAM
OF THE YEAR

2015 WINNER: WETHERBY RFC

RUGBY COACH
OF THE YEAR

2015 WINNER: PAUL TARPLEY – OLD NORTHAMPTONIANS RFC

CLUB DEVELOPMENT
OF THE YEAR

2015 WINNER: MOSELEY RFC

YOUTH – MINI SECTION
OF THE YEAR

2015 WINNER: HEATON MOOR RFC

COMMUNITY TEAM
OF THE YEAR

2015 WINNER: CREDITON RFC

MEN’S PLAYER
OF THE YEAR (AMATEUR)

2015 WINNER: PAUL BRADLEY – ASTON OLD EDWARDIANS RFC

RUGBY CLUB
OF THE YEAR

2015 WINNER: BISHOP STORTFORD RFC

CLUB SPONSOR
OF THE YEAR

2015 WINNER: HALL FAST – NOTTINGHAM RFC

PROFESSIONAL PLAYER
OF THE YEAR

2015 WINNER: JONATHAN JOSEPH – BATH AND ENGLAND

WOMAN’S PLAYER
OF THE YEAR

2015 WINNER: LUCY MEADLEY – CARLSLE COUGARS RFC

WOMAN’S TEAM
OF THE YEAR

2015 WINNER: SARACENS RFC

SCHOOL TEAM
OF THE YEAR

2015 WINNER: WELLINGTON COLLEGE 1ST XV

RUGBY LIFE TIME
AWARD

CATEGORIES

2015 WINNER: JOHN NUNN – OLD COLFIANS RFC



or too long, the efforts of those 
behind the scenes and those 
away from the spotlight has gone 

unnoticed.  Now, with the staging the first 
ever National Rugby Awards in September 
2015, this is no longer the case.
 
The instant buy-in from rugby clubs up 
and down the country highlights just 
how much these awards were needed, 
and suggests that they will now be a 
permanent fixture in the rugby calendar.  
The applause, laughter and club songs 
throughout the night suggests they will 
also be one of the best fixtures in the 
rugby calendar!

 

Zeus Events, supported by the Rugby 
Paper, have combined their creative 
strengths with the hard work needed to 
develop this outstanding concept.  We 
are excited to promote the best rugby 
traditions through a new and exciting 
event, one which proved to be a huge 
success for guests, clients and sponsors 
alike in the first year.
 
I am also delighted that the event 
will support the RFU Injured Players 
Foundation, a cause close to my heart. 

The National Rugby Awards on the 1st of 
September 2016 is already in my diary.  I 
look forward to seeing you there.

Chris Robshaw
 
Harlequins and England

“
”

I am honoured to be a part of the event which 

recognises the work and achievements of those 

involved in rugby around the country. 

EVENT AMBASSADOR

CHRIS ROBSHAW

F



zeus events

These ensure that we provide you with an outstanding 
and unforgettable event. Whatever the client, whoever 
the client, Zeus will deliver.

So far we have raised over £1 million for various charities 
and our rapidly expanding portfolio boasts some 
amazing events.

“All the team at Zeus Events are proud to deliver the 
National Rugby Awards along with The Rugby Paper, 
Pitchero and the RFU. This will be a truly special evening, 
celebrating the sport we all love and praising those at its 
very heart.

Join us and a collection of sporting stars including 
members of the current England rugby team for an 
unforgettable evening. We would all like you to be part of 
something very special in the world of rugby.”

Darren Clayton
Zeus Company Director

Zeus Corporate
Creates bespoke events for our 
corporate clients.

Zeus Testimonial 
Tailor-made events to celebrate 
a professional sports player’s 
testimonial.

Zeus Cycling 
Organising memorable, fun and 
hugely popular cycling events.

Zeus events is at the forefront of event management with over 

thirty years of industry experience. 

We work with some of the most famous names in sport and some 

of the biggest companies in the world as well as fund raising 

for several major charities.

Our core values are:

engagement, vision and attention to detail. 



Pitchero powers over 12,000 sports websites worldwide 
reaching over 5 million users per month. From semi 
professional football clubs in England to amateur rugby 
clubs in Australia, Pitchero is the number one provider 
of club, league and county websites.

Pitchero’s simple website building tools allow anyone 
to create a professional sports website in minutes. 
Each website is packed with time-saving features, to 
help improve team management and communication.

Users can share the role of Webmaster with team 
managers and club of cials. There is no html or tricky 
software. Simply add content and manage your 
members online.

www.pitchero.com

It contains comprehensive match reports, 
photographs from award-winning agency Getty 
Images, interviews, news, transfer gossip and 
special features like Dream Team, Young Guns, 
My Life in Rugby and sections for schools, 
universities and women’s rugby.
 
Columnists include Jeremy Guscott, Jeff Probyn, 
Shane Williams, Nick Cain, Brendan Gallagher and 
Peter Jackson.

The Rugby Paper sells an average of 17,792 copies 
every Sunday with each copy read by approx. 3.8 
people giving a weekly readership of 67,000, or a 
total of 3.5 million a year.
 
A digital version of The Rugby Paper is available on-
line on the Sunday morning of publication, complete 
with page-turning facility.

www.therugbypaper.co.uk

Pitchero is a global network of sports websites, uniting

millions of players, parents, coaches and club officials online.

The Rugby Paper was launched in 2008 and covers Rugby Union from 

international level down to the grass roots.

3.29m

Total Print
Readership

58

Print
Cuttings

952

Total Items
of Coverage

247

Multimedia
Uses

645

Online
Uses

280,00
emails sent out

 
2,400,000

banner impressions served

Pitchero reaches 75%
of english community

rugby clubs

The biggest rugby union 
network in the world 

uniting over 400,000
players, parents and

coaches online.

PITCHEROAVE

£718k



Special afternoon for the Nominees and Sponsors 
•  •  •

Champagne Pitch Side Drinks Reception
•  •  •

Host for the evening -  Alex Payne
•  •  •

Welcome
•  •  •

Three Course Dinner
•  •  •

Awards
•  •  •

Silent Auction
•  •  •

Heads and Tails / Raffles

FORMAT OF THE EVENING



SPONSORS’ BENEFITS

The National Rugby Awards offers sponsors an opportunity to 

fully engage with the grassroots of the game and to be a part 

of the largest Rugby Club dinner in the world.  The following 

exposure, events and opportunities will all help build up to the 

Awards themselves, but also will be used to maximise exposure 

and reach for our partners.

television

• Highlights of the National Rugby Awards 2016 will  
 appear on Sky Sports.

Website /Exposure Online

• The National Rugby Awards site will feature event  
 sponsors’ name, logo and details as appropriate.

• The Rugby Paper website – event feature 
 and logo links.

• Inclusion in RFU mail shot; emailed out to all the  
 rugby clubs across the country every two weeks.

Digital Marketing

• Pitchero Database - 500,000 Members
 (What access do sponsors get to this?)

• In 2016, we will be launching the event with   
 the #NationalRugbyAwards hashtag.  We will be  
 promoting the event across the National Rugby  
 Awards social media platforms, and those of our  
 ambassadors and partners.

Print

• The Rugby Paper - read by 3.5million people per year.

Press Opportunities

• The Rugby Paper Press launch to announce the  
 RFU partnership and the Title sponsor.  All  
 sponsors will be invited to be a part of the Press  
 Launch. This will be attended by event  
 ambassador Chris Robshaw with local and  
 national press invited. 

• The Rugby Paper awards nominations – double  
 page spread to announce the short list of winners  
 with sponsor logos.

• Post event award winners – in 2015 the Title  
 Sponsor benefitted from an AVE of £718k from  
 local and national pick up. This event will also  
 be featured in a double page spread in the Rugby  
 Paper on the first Sunday after the event.   

Ambassador opportunities.

• Photo shoot and interview opportunities with 
 Chris Robshaw.

Branding

• Sponsors’ logos on all promotional material



Title Sponsor – £30,000 (+VAT)

Gold Sponsor Package
£10,000 (+VAT)

Category Sponsors Package 
£5,000 (+VAT)

• Two VIP Premium tables (ten seats) each table to be  
 hosted by an England Rugby Player

• Title sponsorship event name: “Browns’ National  
 Rugby Awards’’ (example)

• Inclusion on all social media marketing
 (Twitter, Facebook, blog)

• Logo and link on event website

• Airtime at the event to present your company

• Front cover logo and a double page advert
 in the event programme

• Branding on the evening

• Branded event media and stationary

• Photo opportunity with England rugby players

• Top award rebranded to “Company name”
 Rugby Lifetime Award

• The event will be featured on 2,500 rugby
 club websites

• One VIP premium table (ten seats) to be hosted by  
 an England Rugby Player

• Inclusion on all social media marketing
 (Twitter, Facebook, blog)

• Logo and link on event website

• One page advert in the event programme

• Branding on the evening in the Rose Room
 at Twickenham

• Photo opportunity with England rugby players

• One award rebranded to “Company name”
 award name

• The event will be featured on 2,500 rugby club
 websites in England

• Two VIP seats on a table with an England Player

• Inclusion on all social media marketing
 (Twitter, Facebook, blog)

• Logo and link on event website

• Half page advert in the event programme

• Branding on the evening in the Rose Room
 at Twickenham

• One award rebranded to “Company name”
 award name

• The event will be featured on 2,500 rugby club
 websites in England

SPONSORS’ PACKAGES



Our Vision

The aim is for the rugby union game to be played 
without incidents of catastrophic injuries and to 
assist all injured players in rehabilitation, enabling 
them to lead the life that they wish to lead.

Our Mission

The IPF provides support and information to those 
who sustain a catastrophic injury as a result of 
participating in rugby union, empowering them to 
lead as full and independent a life as possible. We 
also work with all stakeholders to reduce the risk of 
these and other injuries in the game.

How the IPF helps

We are there for any seriously injured player. 
Encompassing all players fem internationals right 
through to the grass roots game, including schools 
and universities across England. We are striving for 
breakthroughs in research, to make the game safer for 
every current and future player, as well as improve the 
care of those who have been injured.

Find out more and read some personal stories about our 
work in the ‘What We Do’ section.

How you can help and get involved: We would ask 
everyone that loves our great game to become involved. 
The RFU covers our administration costs which means 
that 100% of your support goes directly to injured 
players and prevention research. 

To find out how you, your club or even your company 
can help, and to be inspired by others who have 
already joined us, please see our get involved 
section today.

BENEFITTING CHARITY
Welcome to the RFU Injured Players Foundation. We are Rugby 

Union’s charity: the Injured Players Foundation. With your 

backing, we care for seriously injured players and help prevent 

future injuries through research and education.
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GENERAL AND AWARD ENQUIRIES:

Adam Clayton
Operations Director Zeus Sports Ltd 
Email: ac@zeusevents.co.uk
Mobile: 07785 575 355
Office: 0203 770 6982

Powered by:

Event Director:

Barry Clayton
Event Director
Email: bc@zeussportsuk.com
Mobile: 07855 546 116
Office: 0203 770 6982

MEDIA ENQUIRIES:

Natasha Tillard
Marketing Manager Zeus Sports Ltd 
Email: nt@zeusevents.co.uk
Mobile: 0781 256 8679
Office: 0203 770 6982


