
Movements and Motives in 
the Mast Family Migrations 



Mast migrations overview 

•  European	religious	and	
political	context	
(1650-1750)	
•  1737	immigrant	Jacob	
Mast	and	son	Joseph	
Mast	
•  1750	immigrant	
Magdalena	Mast	and	
husband	Michael	Troyer	
•  Two	church	leaders:	
David	Troyer	and	Daniel	
Mast	
•  Samuel	Mast,	WW	I	
conscientious	objector	



Guggisberg, Switzerland: 
homeland of the Masts 



Going North: Bern to Alsace and 
the Palatinate 



Crossings: 1737 and 1750 

•  1737	Charming	Nancy:	
Jacob	Mast	and	Barbara	
•  1750	Brotherhood:	
John	Mast	and	six	
nephews	and	nieces:	
Jacob,	John,	Magdalena	
+	3	nieces	



The life journey of Magdalena 
Mast 
• Birth	and	life	in	Europe	
• Marriage	and	child-
bearing	years	in	eastern	
Pa.	
• Child-rearing	and	loss	
of	husband	in	
southwestern	Pa.	
•  Living	with	children	in	
Holmes	County,	Ohio	



Elizabeth Meyli separated from 
her children (Zurich 1637) 



Deportation from Bern 



Dordrecht Confession of Faith 

• Adopted	in	1632	to	
unify	Flemish	
Mennonites	in	the	
Netherlands	
• Accepted	and	used	by	
Swiss	Anabaptists,	
contributing	to	1693	
Amish	schism.	
• Article	14:	“flee,	for	the	
Lord’s	sake…rather	
than	give	occasion	for	
offense”	



Amish movements/settlements in 
Europe 



First Amish settlement in North 
America: Northkill 



Amish settlements in Pennyslvania 



Holmes County, Ohio and “White” 
Jonas Stutzman 



Remembering Mast family hospitality 
to natives: Peace Bridge plaque near 
Walnut Creek, Ohio 



Amish Ministers’ Meeting 1865/
Abraham Mast 



David A. Troyer 



Daniel E. Mast 



Samuel L. Mast, Conscientious 
Objector 



Thank you! 


