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Purpose:		To	determine	specific	DNA	signatures	(both	yDNA	and	mtDNA)	emphasizing	the	families	of	17th	and	18th	
century	Mennonite	and	Amish	families	to	Pennsylvania,	some	of	whom	later	migrated	west	across	the	United	
States	and	Canada.	These	families	are	predominately	from	Swiss,	German,	or	Dutch	origin.	
	



Purpose:		To	determine	specific	DNA	signatures	(both	yDNA	and	mtDNA)	emphasizing	the	families	of	17th	and	18th	
century	Mennonite	and	Amish	families	to	Pennsylvania,	some	of	whom	later	migrated	west	across	the	United	
States	and	Canada.	These	families	are	predominately	from	Swiss,	German,	or	Dutch	origin.	
	
These	signatures	can	then	be	used	to	enhance	family	history:		
1)  to	better	determine	the	lineages	of	unidentified	families	
2)  to	link	families	together	who	we	otherwise	could	not	consider	linked	
3)  to	determine	which	families	relate	more	closely	in	cluster	groups	
4)  to	assess	and	categorize	genetic	diversity	among	Swiss,	German	and	Dutch	families.	



•  Souder	
•  Souter	
•  Sauter	
•  Sauder	
•  Sauders	
•  Sutter	
•  Suter	
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Common Derivatives 



•  Zimmerman	
• Carpenter	
•  Timmerman	
•  Zimmerly	
•  Zimmerli	
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Common Derivatives 



• Wenger	
• Wanger	
• Winger	
• Wingerd	
• Wingart	
• Vinger	
• Vineyard	
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Common Derivatives 



• Hochstetler	
• Hostettler	
• Hostetler	
• Hostedler	
• Hochstedler	
• Huffstetler	
• Hoffstetler	
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Common Derivatives 



• Mast	
• Maust	
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Common Derivatives 





Paternally, all humans 
descend through one of  
twenty haplogroups, all 
interconnected through a 
common origin. 
 
Your haplogroup is 
determined by a DNA test. 
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Regardless of  whether your 
ancestry is African, Asian 
or European, you fall into 
one of  these haplogroups. 
 
Ironically, Swiss families 
appear quite diverse, and 
fall within at least six of  
these 20 haplogroups. 
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Who were the 
“recent” colonizers 
of  Switzerland and 
who lived in the 
Alps for thousands 
of  years? 
 
 
 
 
 

We	can	confirm	which	ancestors	were	the	original	
Germanic	tribes,	which	were	Roman,	and	which	lived	
in	Alpine	Europe	long	before	any	of	these.	

13	



R1b1a2a – L23 – Showalter 
 
R1b1a2a1 – P310 -- 
Hershberger 
 
R1b1a2a1a1 – U106 – 
Augsburger, Glick, Lehman, 
Stahly, Kolb 
 
R1b1a2a1a1a1a – L48 – 
Umble, Kessler, Horst, 
Snavely, Smoker, 
Hostetler, Kauffman 
 
R1b1a2a1a1b – P312 – Mast, 
Bear, Weber, Herr, Wenger, 
Stauffer, Brackbill, 
Hershey 
 
R1b1a2a1a1b3 – U152 – 
Brubaker, Lapp, Strickler, 
Kauffman, Mosemann, 
Graybill Stoner, Binkley, 
Sollenberger, Shearer 
 
R1b1a2a1a1b4 – L21-  Meili, 
Gerber, Habecker 
 
R1b1a2a2 – L23 -- 
Burkholder 

14	MRCA = Most recent common ancestor 

E-V13 --- Brenneman, Groff, 
Gingerich, Shelly 
 
F – M89 – Rothlisberger 
 
G- L42 – Beiler, Kreider, Kurtz, 
Witwer, Souder 
 
I1- M235 – Bachman, Bower, 
Charles, Bowman, Hess, Landis, 
Long, Musser,  Siegrist, Snyder, 
Troyer 
 
I2a1b – M423 – Ober, Rutt 
 
I2a2a – M223 – Martin, Yoder, 
Zimmerman 
 
J2a – L581 – Esch/Oesch, 
Schrag 
J2a4h2 –L25 – Hollinger, 
Metzler 
J2b2 – M241 – Newcomer, Nisley 
 
L-M349 – Good 
 
Q1—L232 -- Basinger 
 
R1a1a1 – M417 -- Harnish, 
Hertzler, Johns 
 
R1b1a2 – M269 (ungrouped) – 
Erb, Glick, Longenecker, Zook, 
SAuder, Bricker, Lichty, Ammon,  
Buckwalter, Ebersole, Neff, 
Hildebrand, Kneisley, Mumma,  
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Elias	E.	Fisher	(1855-1940)	and	Hannah	M.	Kurtz	(1855-1937)	
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Elias	E.	Fisher	(1855-1940)	and	Hannah	M.	Kurtz	(1855-1937)	



•  42.	Kurtz,	John	K.,	b.	Aug	16,	1810;	Berks	Co.,	Pa.;	d.	May	26,	1886;	
m.	1843;	Elizabeth	M.	Mast;	bur.	at	Pine	Grove	Cemetery	

•  43.	Mast,	Elizabeth	M.,	b.	Mar	24,1826;	Caernarvon	Twp.,	Berks	Co.,	
Pa.;	d.	Feb	24,	1861;	bur.	at	Pine	Grove	Cemetery	

•  They	owned	two	farms	in	Caernarvon	Twp.,	Lancaster	Co.,	PA;	the	first	of	113	
acres,	he	bought	from	Caleb	Evans	Apr	1,	1840	(Deed	C-7-26),	and	the	second	of	
80	acres	he	bought	from	James	H.	Jacobs	on	Apr	1,	1846	(Deed	C-7-223).	
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Sixth Generation -  Hannah M. Kurtz’s parents 

1827 
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Sixth Generation -  Hannah M. Kurtz’s parents 

1827 



•  86.	Mast,	Stephen,	b.	Sep	8,	1800;	Caernarvon	Twp.,	Berks	Co.,	Pa.;	d.	
Nov	8,	1868;	Caernarvon	Twp.,	Berks	Co.,	Pa.;	bur.	at	Pine	Grove	
Cemetery	

•  87.	Miller,	Hannah,	b.	Mar	18,	1805;	Cumru	Twp.,	Berks	Co.,	Pa.;	d.	
Mar	18,	1866;	Caernarvon	Twp.,	Berks	Co.,	Pa.;	bur.	at	Pine	Grove	
Cemetery.		

•  Their	farm	of	89	acres	117	perches	was	bought	Apr	1,	1844	(Deed	Y-6-594)	from	
Christian	Kurtz,	and	then	transferred	to	their	son	Isaac	in	1848.		They	lived	on	the	
farm	at	Masthof	through	the	1830,	1840,	and	1850	census.		In	1860	they	are	
living	on	the	farm	they	bought	for	their	son	Isaac.		
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Seventh Generation -  Eizabeth M. Mast’s parents 

1800 



•  42.	Kurtz,	John	K.,	b.	Aug	16,	1810;	Berks	Co.,	Pa.;	d.	May	26,	1886;	
m.	1843;	Elizabeth	M.	Mast;	bur.	at	Pine	Grove	Cemetery	

•  43.	Mast,	Elizabeth	M.,	b.	Mar	24,1826;	Caernarvon	Twp.,	Berks	Co.,	
Pa.;	d.	Feb	24,	1861;	bur.	at	Pine	Grove	Cemetery 
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Sixth Generation -  Hannah M. Kurtz’s parents 

1827 



•  172.Mast,	John,	b.	Feb	24,	1763;	d.	Nov	5,	1832;	Caernarvon	Twp.;	
Berks	Co.,	Pa.		Bur	Pine	Grove	Cemetery,	Berks	Co.,	Pa.		Deacon	in	the	
Amish	Church	

•  173.Kurtz,	Mary,	b.	May	17,	1765;	Northkill	Amish	Settlement;	
Heildelburg	Twp.,	Lebanon	Co.,	Pa.;	d.	Aug	5,	1845;	Caernarvon	Twp.,	
Berks	Co.,	Pa.;	bur.	Pine	Grove	Cemetery,	Berks	Co.,	Pa.	

•  They	lived	on	the	farm	at	Masthof,	which	was	then	transferred	to	their	son	Levi	
Mast,	and	then	to	his	son	Daniel	Z.	Mast.		
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Eighth Generation -  Stephen Mast’s parents 

1763 



•  344.	Mast,	Jacob,	(MS14),	b.	c1732;	d.	Feb	8,	1808;	Caernarvon	Twp.,	
Berks	Co.,	Pa.	Arrived	in	Philadelphia	with	his	uncle	Johannes	Mast	on	Nov.	
3,	1750,	on	the	ship	Brotherhood	with	a	large	group	of	Amish.		His	parents	
had	died	young	in	Europe.	He	was	first	ordained	to	serve	the	Conestoga	
congregation	at	Morgantown	in	1765.	He	became	the	first	Amish	bishop	
ordained	in	America	in	1788;	following	the	death	of	Jacob	Hertzler.	Bur.	at	
Pine	Grove	Cemetery,	Caernarvon	Twp.,	Berks	Co.,	Pa.	

•  345.	Hooley,	Magdalena,	b.	Jan	26,	1739;	d.	Oct	25,	1820;	Caernarvon	
Twp.,	Berks	Co.,	Pa.	She	arrived	in	Philadelphia	with	her	parents	and	family	
on	Nov.	3,	1750	on	the	ship	Brotherhood	with	a	large	group	of	Amish.		Her	
parents	were	Johannes	and	Veronica	Hooley.	
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Ninth Generation -  John Mast’s parents 

c1732 



•  688.	Mast,	?[Joseph/Yost]	(MS1)	b.	c1704;	d.	by	1750;	probably	the	brother	of	
1737	immigrant	Jacob	Mast	(MS3)	and	his	wife	Barbara	Berkey.	Probably	also	the	
brother	of	Johannes	Mast	(MS2)	and	his	wife	Barbara	Risser,	who	brought	the	six	
orphaned	Mast	children	to	Pennsylvania	Nov.	3,	1750,	on	the	ship	Brotherhood.		
They	left	their	home	a	Le	Hang,	high	in	the	Vosges	Mountains	in	Alsace.		He	is	
probably	the	son	of	Hans	Mast	and	Anna	Mishler	of	Guggisberg,	Bern,	
Switzerland.		We	assume	his	wife	came	from	the	same	community:		Anabaptist	
names	from	Guggisburg	include:	Beiler,	Binkely,	Hochstettler,	and	Stockli.		Or	
maybe	a	Berkey	or	Risser	like	his	brothers.	

•  689.	?[unknown],	b.	c1710;	d.	by	1750;	(did	she	come	to	Pennsylvania	with	her	
sons?		There’s	no	tradition	saying	so,	I	think	she	died	before	immigration	as	well).	
married	?[Joseph]	Mast	about	1730;	probably	in	the	Le	Hang	Amish	community	
in	Alsace.		She	could	be	the	sister	to	Christian	Reusser	(c1705-1757),	who	died	in	
Le	Hang,	Alsace,	France.		Or	possibly	a	daughter	of	Hans	Schörtz	of	Ste.	Marie	aux	
Mines.	
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Tenth Generation -  Jacob Mast’s parents 

c1704 



•  1376.	Mast,	Hans,	b.	Oct	10,	1664;	Guggisberg,	Switz.		[d.	c1731]	He	
married	Mar	3,	1693;	in	Guggisberg,	to	Anna	Mischler.		He	was	the	
son	of	Ulrich	Mast	and	Elsi	Beyeler.	

•  1377.	Mischler,	Anna,	b.	c1670;	d.	c1737	
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11th Generation -  Jacob Mast’s grandparents 

c1664 



•  2752.	Mast,	Uli,	bapt.	Mar	13,	1636;	Guggisberg,	Switz.		[d.	c]	He	
married	Jan	18,	1660/61;	in	Guggisberg,	to	Elsbeth	Beyeler.		

•  2753.	Elsbeth	Beyeler,	bapt.	Mar	21,	1640/41;	Guggisberg;	daughter	
of	Hans	Beyeler	and	Elsbeth	Marti	
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12th Generation -  Hans Mast’s parents 

c1636 



•  5504.	Mast,	Peter,	bapt.	May	18,	1600;	Guggisberg,	Switz.		[d.	c]	He	
married	Jul	6,	1629;	in	Guggisberg,	to	Anna	Zwahlen	

•  5505.	Zwahlen,	Anna,	b.	c1605;	Guggisberg;		
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13th Generation -  Uli Mast’s parents 

c1600 



•  11	008.	Mast,	Bendikt,	b.	c1570;	Guggisberg,	Switz.		
•  11	009.	Zwahlen,	Anna,	b.	c1572;	Guggisberg	

The	church	books	in	Guggisberg	start	in	1591,	but	the	village	itself	is	as	
old	as	1076.		
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14th Generation -  Peter Mast’s parents 

c1570 



•  11	008.	Mast,	Bendikt,	b.	c1570;	Guggisberg,	Switz.		
•  11	009.	Zwahlen,	Anna,	b.	c1572;	Guggisberg	

The	church	books	in	Guggisberg	start	in	1591,	but	the	village	itself	is	as	
old	as	1076.		
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14th Generation -  Peter Mast’s parents 

c1570 
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•  11	009.	Zwahlen,	Anna,	b.	c1572;	Guggisberg	

The	church	books	in	Guggisberg	start	in	1591,	but	the	village	itself	is	as	
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14th Generation -  Peter Mast’s parents 

c1570 
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Myth #1 -  Your DNA is private.   
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Myth #1 -  Your DNA is private.  
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Actually, your DNA is a composite of your ancestors 



Mendel found that 
some traits skipped a 
generation. Somehow 

the skipped 
generation contained 
the trait, and passed 
it to some offspring, 
although it was not 

visible.  
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Three	Types	of	DNA…	
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Myth #2 -  Your DNA test can quantify ethnicity.  



44	

Myth #2 -  Your DNA test can quantify ethnicity. 



What is ethnicity? 

45	



What is ethnicity? 

Ethnicity	-	the	fact	or	state	of	belonging	to	a	social	group	that	has	a	
common	national	or	cultural	tradition.	
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Is biological ancestry different from ethnicity? 

		

47	



Is biological ancestry different from ethnicity? 

	Did	your	parents,	grandparents,	or	great-grandparents	stress	
one	tradition	over	others?	
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Is biological ancestry different from ethnicity? 

	Did	your	parents,	grandparents,	or	great-grandparents	stress	
one	tradition	over	others?	

	Does	your	ethnicity	directly	reflect	your	biological	ancestry?	
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Is biological ancestry different from ethnicity? 

	Did	your	parents,	grandparents,	or	great-grandparents	stress	
one	tradition	over	others?	

	Does	your	ethnicity	directly	reflect	your	biological	ancestry?	
	Adoption?	How	does	Adoption	change	ethnicity?			
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Is biological ancestry different from ethnicity? 

	Did	your	parents,	grandparents,	or	great-grandparents	stress	
one	tradition	over	others?	

	Does	your	ethnicity	directly	reflect	your	biological	ancestry?	
	Adoption?	How	does	Adoption	change	ethnicity?		What	if	your	

grandmother	or	great-grandmother	was	adopted?	
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52	

Your	DNA	is	a	scramble		of	your	parents	
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Your	DNA	is	a	scramble		of	your	parents	
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Your	DNA	is	a	scramble		of	your	parents	
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Your	DNA	is	a	scramble		of	your	parents	
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Your	DNA	is	a	scramble		of	your	parents	

5.9%	Scandinavian;	12.7%	Mediterranean	Islands	

4.4%	Scandinavian;	14.3%	Mediterranean	Islands	

7.7%	Scandinavian;	10.3%	Mediterranean	Islands	
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Your DNA is a composite of 
“pieces” of your ancestors, but not 
every “piece” is represented 
equally. 
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yDNA Haplogroup migrations across the world 


