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Livestock

By DAN CRUMMETT

TH epideminlogizts =avimg it's
a matter of “when™ not "I° a
strain of avian (o causes & pans

demic across the Western Hemilsphere,
a Kansas equipment manulacturer and
the Propane Edvocation and Hesearch
Council are busy showing ways to fight
the disease,

Ina PERC-sponsored news teleconfer-
ence al the Sunbelt Ag Expoin Moultrie,
G, Stewe Koch, Flame Engineering Inc.,
Lacroase, Kan., noted his Red Dragon
llamer has proven cflective in reseanch
studies and in actual use in Texas durfng
a 2004 avian T outbreak. It reduced dis-
ease and boosted poultry performance.

The Red Dragon consists of a wheeled
glainlEss-siee] hood equipped with six
propane bumers that project 2,000-
degree-t lames Bbeneath the hosoo.

LUniversity of Arkansas stuclies show
treating poultry house oors with the
dlisease=killing heat between each lock
of hirds elfecthvely controls avian flu
and odher wviruses and bacteria The
|-|-|.'I1:|m|-::|ﬂ' alsa |'|rnr-|‘|.'l itself in the
Texas experfence with avian Hu anel was
instrumental in stopping the spread of
the disease there,

Currently, 22 ol the machines are in
use peross the South and growers report
up to Yepound ncréaze in poaliry

Key Points

W Flaming poulsny house 100rs provides
nearty 100% diseass control.

W Propens council offers flame technology
as tood bo fight awian flu,

W Growers see imgioved pouliny
performancs behind the fire treatment

gaing, along with increased livability o
theeir bircls. The better performance is
linked, in part, to the redoction in ame
mennia levelds Behind the (lanser.

Mike Welch of Welch Gas in Texas
worked witls the techmolegy during thal
stale’s disease problem and says the
boost in production helps pay for the
maching in less than twao vears

"The  Texas  Animal  Health
Commission ordered the llaming of all
loor surlaces of poultry operations,” he
ecxplaing. “Alterwards, I've Seen growers
o hack to chemicalonly disinfectanis
lor o Mlock of birds, but they come right
Bk to lame the mext thme,” e adds

Koch explains the Namer is no sub-
siitute for house Lanitation, bul can be
a very elfective component lor daoing a
better job o disease control Growers
whio sucoessfully use the Aamer run
across thelr house floors alter every
hock leaves

“Thee lueat kills disease and lames ol

PROPANE BURNERS haat the
ground 1o 2,000 degries F bandath
thi R Dragon's stainbess-steel hood,
Hesearchers Say th tridl Dy fing Kils
virugas and bactoria with no residuas,

ammania vapors in a way chemical dis-
inlectianis alone canndat, e adds,

The typical treatment takes absout an
hour to un the Sfdnch-wide machine
across a poultry house (loor.

For more information on the flame
mrethodd of diseaze contral, visil i
flameengineerimt codn, O, call FERC at
(202 452-59054

Crunnnent (5 a Formn Progress exec
fris edifor

FLAME ENGINEERING Inc’s Rad
Dragon is fusled with a 100-gallon
propane tank and is controlled by
tracior-mouniad ignition and flama
controls,



