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Huntlng Standard Operatlng Procedures (SOP)
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Thanks for your interest in the Efficient Hunting Standard | ¢
Operating Procedures. ﬁ?

In this quick reference guide you'll get the top layer of 1
procedures for the hunting process.

It doesn't matter if you're new to hunting or a seasoned o

hand, you can reap many benefits from this SOP cheat
sheet.

* As afield guide. d
* To help you identify knowledge gaps. i
* As as tool for your practice sessions. i:

* Input to validate and improve your own SOP. j

More detail: Ema|I companlon course

This is a high-level summary.
I've created an email companion course for you as well.

You'll get more detail on each of the SOP, as well as a

couple of sub-processes.
Click here to sign up for the course if you haven't already |}
done so. o
By the way, on the course page you can also download the }
Efficient Hunting e-book. It gives you a summary of the
entire framework.
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The hunting process is one of the core elements in the
Efficient Hunting framework. L
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It's a step-by-step approach that describes how you hunt.

It provides three overall benefits:

e Atool for planning, training, preparation, and
coordination.

A reference point for optimization (effectiveness and
efficiency).

* A set of procedures to help you execute in the field.
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It consists of six universal phases.

 the move phase

* the find phase
 thegetinrange phase
e the set up phase

* theshoot phase

o the follow up phase g
You need to add tactics to describe how you will use the t
checks and process for a given hunt (time and place).

The process, a stalk and a treestand

mmmm YA AN R | TR B TR
When hunting and scouting, you use the process in two i

‘ main ways. o
.-;_'f'.i‘

As part of your planning you will have decided on one of #
two overall hunting strategies. Static hunting or dynamic
hunting. {8

- The former is hunting from a prepared position like a hide
or a treestand. Where you wait for the animal to come to
youl.

- The latter is when you move through the terrain to find and
stalk the animal you're hunting.

The order of the process phases is pretty much the same
for the two types of hunting.
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Static hunting
For static hunting, steps 1-4 is scouting and preparation.

On the day of your hunt, you return to your set-up point
and get ready. You might run through the setup phase
checks again, but you should be good to go.

Dynamic hunting

For dynamic hunting, you might plan your overall route
in advance. Other than that, you execute most of the
procedures in the field.

One important note. The above description assumes you
are familiar with your hunting ground, the animal you hunt
in, and all the procedures. And that you use all of your gear
confidently and effortlessly.

It that’s not the case you must use the hunting process
and the wider framework as a tool to help you experiment
and practice until you've found the right gear set-up.
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“Move” ph.ase"SOP _
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Your objective with the move phase is to cover ground so
vou can find the animal or the spots it hangs out.

Use the following four steps to execute the move phase:
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Plan an appropriate macro route.

1y |' !
EETAR DU T R TR TR S T R R e Iﬂﬁﬁéf‘i :

B
é | il. I:

Identify navigational macro guides.
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Move accordlng to your macro plan,

adjustlng for micro factors.
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Macro means the things you can identify on a map. Micro
factors is vegetation and terrain features not on the map.
As well as any relevant events (spotting an animal or a
change in the wind direction).
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You have two objectives in the find phase, and you cycle
through five checks.

The objectives are:

1. Find the animal.
2. Look for a suitable set-up point.

The "find" phase checks are:

' Scan in sectors.

i T

. Look, smell and listen for animal
. indicators.
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. Confirm it's the right animal.
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Your objective for the "get in range" phase is to identify
and reach your set-up point.

Consider these four general scenarios for the "get in range”
phase.

 Abandon

e Setup

* Pursue
* Stalk to a point

You follow a three-step procedure when stalking to a point. #
|
i

i , N 1 S R 1 O TP 10029 0 M
. Plan your route using macro and
. micro factors.
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It's the same approach as for the "move" phase. Just

on a smaller scale and with more emphasis on avoiding
detection. Conceptually the steps are simple. In reality,
they can be challenging. But usually a lot of fun.

s PRAR AR ' T TS
kil ! ! i s
|'.-li: iy I_..|! I|'|I | | E [ ik .! :'_ J
.'I"‘il I ) .II | i [ Fi i ‘-., i I .:
1 ! A EY LEW 1 ] ¥ '
'r.'. LYIE i - R B T B R I 4 i
a N § i - N & i ||
14 i 1 i ol I "!I'-. | N
i T : { I I | Il ; " o [ N ;':':'l i i 4 ' i 1 Ir
- 5 ! il Bt | 1% TR
\ ‘: | & | L :IF ':fll ' i i K LY ]
" | il AN i i ' I | b
! ! ke E AP [ 1
:i { LR :1 i ']' ' N g P
1 \ A [ | I ) M N L
L i .i_ rl WS {

| 4/ | i
T 9 ! Ij i SR .
] | bl B v PR S WMLy R L AR R A |
i il I"Ii 'l.i- W : .7, 3 y .I.I il &1

Hunting Standard Operating Procedure

L e v e ol R




,..II. .. .I... P ||I
!. - .
_-...,41._.1..........“........,.,.,..-_..............:u.
T g L W Y Ty Tl St

id detection

(Avoid the animal smelling you).

D) =
J @ E
o [ e |
G — W.
y—
| Q %
W (=) g T
=R > = O
O (T = on @
= ._.M f— - ro T 5
m — d .m: ) u = .m
L= = (G wn (= ._m =
c S S o= e —a o
(g o) —
v C a T E— o .
e =, - W = — (V)] a = (V) ] Q
V.5 = 2 E 3 @ 0 n 5
1 = o v & Ot = 5
e L U O TS dieta s
.m @ o — = wid o e o o (¢ 5
2 O s e 5 e i e 1=
o L el o 9 an n B e h ©
g = s (R = i - e @
oy = - B T O R S 5
@ = - m e o W > M g=
o ot 7 = = . Q. - m mm . =
S o e m: W — O - = St = T wn
" e e e = O = E - = on
C - B O - e =
@) o+ ® ® ® ®) ® ® ® S =
R o = W U i



"Set up phase SOP
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Your objective with the set-up phase is to ensure you
can hit and kill the animal without causing unintended
damage.

Your set up includes two things.

1. establish your set up point
2. establish your shooting position

The approach is the same for dynamic and static hunting.

If you're shooting from a static position, you will establish
both the setup point and test your shooting positions.

And then return to the spot on the day of your hunt.

Please note. From a fixed setup point, you may need to
validate several positions.

For dynamic hunting, you go to work after you've run
through the procedure below.

Step 1-4 in the sub-process are concerned with the setup
point.

Step 5 is where you build your shooting position.
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You complete the setup phase with the following five-step
procedure.

Confirm it's a clear shot.

b ATV M 3R R R R AR | FWE £
| Confirm you're (sufficiently)
concealed

B
e e s RERT e IEETTRTT e
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Establish your shooting position.

There's a lot to a good shooting position. Including the
- specifics of each variant, and the general marksmanship
principles.

For static hunting, you often need to test several positions
to be able to cover all your arcs of fire.

Huntlng Standard Operatlng Procedure
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Your objective with the "shoot phase" is to take the shot
and call the impact.

You complete the "shoot" phase in five steps:

a round.

Confirm safe and clear.
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3. | Shoot when ready.
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-7' Reload the rifle.

Call the shot.

The "shoot when ready" step is critical for this procedure.
And it has its own procedure.
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Safety off.
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Here is a program you can use to help you execute the shot

correctly and consistently.
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Reach the natural respiratory pause.

Pull the trigger.
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Follow through.
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"FoIIow up “ phase SOP
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Your objective with the "follow up" phase is to secure and
prepare the animal for transport and entry into the food
chain. And, perhaps, prepare the trophy for transport and
for the taxidermist.

You use this four-step procedure to complete the follow up

Tl et s '+-:'=.:"' i ‘mh’ W@Wﬁ

i Dlspatch |f necessary, and secure
the anlmal

VAN | N MR VR VY 1 L
Conﬁrm the animal can enter the
i food chaln.

0 SN

R R, T
F|eId process and prepare for
transport

The overall procedure for the follow up phase is the same
for dynamic hunting and static hunting.
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It is helpful to prepare for the following four scenarios.

 The animal might be dead and in sight.

 You may have wounded the animal and need to take a
follow-up shot. ’f;,t

* You called the shot as good, but you need to locate the ‘,g
animal. E’f*\!;
* You're concerned about the shot and need to trackand 0

possibly use a dog.
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Here's the procedure for locating the animal:
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