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ANOTHER SPRING START

‘ru did it again didn't you? Even
though you know better, you left
wour bike to sit alone and unloved
ower the winter, without so much as a kind
word or soft touch, let alone any proper
maintenance. Now it's payhack time.

For once, I'm going to forget the lec-
ture about an ounce of prevention being
worth a pound of cure, We all know the
consequences of riding them hard and
putting them away wet. Let’s move on
ard get the bike back on the road with
as little pain as possible,

Start by...

Oeceasionally you can heat the odds. I've
seen plenty of hikes that sat in the cold all
winter fire rght up corme spring, and run
just fine to boot, once the cobwebs were
blown aut. TF you're feeling lucky, go for it;
who lenows, mayhe the bike will shake it
off—if you're lucky. Most of us, especially

ol o

those that live in colder cimates, aren't
going to be that lucky, so chances are
good you'll have some worlk to do before
that first ride.

—
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= Charge it

L =Tl 1 9 7R Madern hikes place high electrical de-
mands on their batteries, so if yours n't
i decent shape it's unlikely you'll be going
anywhere until it is. Ideally, the hattery
should be removed from the bike; cleaned,
and inspected—including a load test if
possible—and fully charged before being
put back into service. You and T bath know
that isn't always going to happen, in some
cases because the manufacturers seem to
oo out of their way to make removing the
battery as complicated as possible, and in
others, because you just don't feel like do-
ing all that work when you can more easily
connect a charget to the battery where
it sits, T get it, but at least wipe down the
top of the hattery to remove any conduc-
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tive grime, and make sure the terminals
are clean and tight,

If you're still using a lead/acid wet cell
hattery, check the fluid level, and top it
off before recharging the thing, prefer-
ably using distilled water; again we both
know you're going to top it off with tap
water, and frankly in my experience
that'll work just as well. Chances are the
hattery will die an unnatural death from

other causes long before the
minerals in the water kill it.

What’s that gunk in the
float bowl?

As gasoline ages, some of the

more volatile components

evaparate out, making what

remains less effective as a fuel,

Stale gas creates starting and
performance problems, at least

until it burns off or is drained

and replaced by fresh stuff, so

of itself, it's not a huge problem.
Unfortunately, as the process

oceurs, hydrocarbaons in the gas

react with oxygen to change the
chermical composition of the fuel.

This leads to gum and vamish deposits
in the fuel system. Gum and varnish
don't work particularly well as an energy
source, but they do an outstanding job of
plugging up the small ports and passages
that carburetors and injector nozzles use
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It's best to check—and preferably
change—all your bilee's fluids if
it's been sitting idle all winter

Stale gas can
guIm up your
carbs, and you
miay have to

~* drain and clean
out the float
bowls to get to
the shudge.

to meter fuel, so they'll nead rermoving
before the bile runs properly.

The smaller the volume of fuel the
quicker it'll turn to goo so the first priority
is to drain the float howls. This is done
by loosening the float bowl drain screw
andl letting the old crap run out of the
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float bowl drain, preferably into a catch
can or at very least onto old towel or rag.
Dan't forget that, while it may no longer
be much good as a fuel, it's still a volatile,
easily combustible liguid, so treat it, and
any contaminated articles with caution.

If the drained liquid is really brown and
sluday, your carbs may be past the point
of no return (see the side bar for your
options), but be advised that if things
have gone too far, a total carburetor strip
and rebuild may be the only way out. As-
surming it still resemiles gas, let the bowl
drain completely, then remove the drain
sorew, taking care not to lose any O-rings
or washers, then spray a blast of carb
clean (making sure to protect any painted
areas) or WD 40 into the float bowl to
helpy clean out any residual sludge.

If your bike has a petcock with an
external removable screen (a rarity these
days) now's the time to inspect and clean
that as well, and to replace any fuel fil-
ters. If the gas is foul, you'll need to drain
the tank, and refill it with fresh fuel, and
again take the necessary precautions.

By the way, some manufacturers place
asmall screen at the fuel line inlet to the
carburetor, and debris there can cause
hard-to-diagnose fuel delivery problems.

I've yet to see one completely pluogoed,
but [ve found several that were plenty
dirty, 5o it pays to pull the fuel line and
check them from time to time.

EFT systems present different concerns.
Although it's not an everyday problem,
contaminated fuel can plug infector nozzle
tips or prevent the injector from operat-
ing properly, When that happens, your
only recourse is to remaove the injector
for service, or replace it. Fortunately,

Don't forget the cool-
ant:a petiodic change
ischeap insurance.

some of the pour-in cleaners that are now
available work very well, and in many
cases can restore a balky injector to
some semblance of health. In every other
respect what holds true for carbureted
hikes applies to EFT-equipped ones; ie, if
the fuel has deteriorated into something
that lools like tar, you might as well drain
the fuel tank and replace the filter mow, as
yourll be doing it eventually anyway.
‘While you're poling around in the
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fuel bay, take a few minutes to examine
the air box. T've seen mice build nests

in a motorcycle's air box overnight, and
given a few months they can construct
averitable condo. If it's been inhabited
by anything othet than the filker, give it
a thorough cleaning. Allow me to digress
here and point out that rodent infestation
should never be taken lightly. T've seen
more than one engine ruined hecause
mice made their way into the engine
through an open valve and camped out in
the cylincler. Basides the mess they male
with their nesting material, mouse urine
is highly corrosive, and they're not very
patticular about where they spray it, so
wou can imagine what the inside of your
imill will loak like if Mickey decides to set
up housekeeping in it

Ready, steady, go
With a fully charged battery and good
fuel, the engine should at least start, run

WHAT CONSTITUTES OLD FUEL?

The rule of thumb is that properly stored gasoline has a shelf life of approxi-
mately 90 days before serious degradation sets in, but as always, there's a catch
or two. First, you never know old the gas you just purchased is. It may have left
the refinery yesterday, or it could have been in storage for a month before you
pumped it into your tank. Second, what constitutes "proper storage? While
there are several good answers, a half full motorcycle tanlk, parked in a non-
temperature-controlled environment like your typical garage, isn't one of them.
The bottom line here is that, if you use your motorcycle on an infrequent basis, or
leave it parked over the cold dark winter, a can of stabilizer is cheap insurance,

and idle, so check the oil and coolant
levels, (assuming your bile is water-
cooled) and fire it up. If everything goes
according to plan, the engine should
crank gquickly and start easily, though it
imay take a moment or two for the fresh
gas to work its way into the combustion
chamber. After a short warm up, it should
settle down to an even idle and respond
smoothly to the throttle. Finich up by
changing the engine oil and Tilter, especial-
Iy if you can't recall when you last did it.
As a footnote, liquid-cooled bikes should
hawve their coolant tested and changed on
a regular basis. Even if the stuff looks fine,
change it if it's two or more years old. Like
0il, coolant contains additives that are
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depleted in use. As the coolant degrades,
&0 does its ability to protect vour engine.
If nothing else, a periodic coolant change
i5 cheap insurance,

Wait—there's more

With the engine out of the way, it's time
to address the running gear, Foremost are
the tires. Skins that might have been good
enolgh "for one last ride" aren't going to
cut it when the weather turns balmy and
the open road beckons. Check the tire
sidewalls for cracks and damage, and the
tread for depth. Adjust the tire pressure,
and take a good look at the drive chain

or belt. If it's loose, adjust it and give it a
shot or three of its favorite lube, though
obwiously that last only applies to chains.
While you're at wheel level, give the brakes
a nuick loolk; if they're getting thin, vou
know what to do.

Do a guick preflight on the controls.
Cables stretch slowly in use, so slowly
that you might not realize how much
free play has developed when you're
riding the bike every day. If they require

it to give 'em a closer look

I:efnre that first spring fling.
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Engines rleed
three things to
run: Compres-
sion, spark and
fuel, However if
we want them
to run properly,
we have to at-
tend to certain
details, not the
least of which is
having the fuel
delivered in the
proper prapot-
tion, and therein lies the major
problem for bikes that have been
left to stew in their own juices.

Very often bikes that sit with
stale fuel in them for any length of
time will start, but refuse to run
properly. If the bike is very difficult
to start, won't idle, or dossn't
respond to the throttle well, or
maybe not at all, you can reasonably
assume that the carburetor jets or
injector orifices are at least partially
blocked and require cleaning,

Normally, I'd tell you that if that's
the case, you're going to have to
bite the bullet and physically clean
the parts in question, and guite
frankly that's probably going to be
the most practical solution, espe-
cially if the bike uses carburetors, or
has sat unprotected for an extended
period of time.

However, as the quality of fuel has
deteriorated, some very good fuel
system detergents have come onto
the market, so my first inclination,
particularly if the problem isn't
severe, would be to try running a
few ounces of a commanly avail-
able cleaner through the tank to
see what happens. My guess would
be that you have at least a 50/50
shot at curing the problem without
resorting to pulling the fuel system
apart and if I'm wrong, you're no
worse off.

Of course, if the hike refuses to
start at all or won't run once the
choke is turned off, it's unlikely
that anything you pour into the
tank is going to be of much help,
but who knows? Maybe you'll
dodge the bullet,

Of course, the best way to dodge
the fuel issue altogether is to use
a conditioner, or drain the system
before storage.

adjustment or lubrication, do it before
the first test ride. & sticky or broken
throttle or clutch cable will make that
first spring ride way more exciting than
it has to be. As will brakes that stick or
fade, so if the brake fluid is getting a
little murky, now might be an opportine
time to change it.

Finally, give the remaining fluids a
guick check and don't forget to check
and top off or change the tranmy, rear
encl and drive shaft fluids as reguired,
and give the hardware a once over. Look

for loose or missing nuts and bolts, and
make sure any cotter pins are in place
and propetly bent and make sure the
lights and horn work properly.

Assuming the foregoing has gone
without hitch, you're good to go, at least
in a guick and dirty sense, and I'll add that
the usual cautions apply here, If you've
been of f the road for a few months, allow
wourself a few miles to get acclimated.
Riding skills deteriorate neady as fast as
motorcycles when they sit unused, so take
it easy. CR
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