
Other Sounds was the first album on 
which Yusef Lateef looked beyond the 
confines of jazz and popular music to 
hear and perhaps "sing" the music he 
heard from the East. He hadn't yet 
embraced it, but it intrigued him 
enough to employ the use of an argol 
on this recording. Lateef's band on this 
date featured flügelhorn giant Wilbur 
Harden, pianist Hugh Lawson (who 
also played Turkish finger cymbals), 
bassist Ernie Farrow (who doubled on 
rebob), and drummer Oliver Jackson, 
who used an "earth-board" as well as 

his kit. The set begins innocently 
enough with a post-bop, semi-West 
Coast swing version of Irving Berlin's 
"All Alone" that's all Lateef. His lead 
with Harden quickly gives way to his 
long solo before the tune returns and 
they take it out. It's the next number 
here that marks jazz history. "Anasta-
sia" begins with a deep gong from 
Japan and a dissonant Far East scale 
that calls drones into play against mi-
crotones and polyharmonics. After about 
two minutes it gives way to a gor-
geously understated read of the Alfred 

Newman tune before giving way to the 
swinging blues of Lateef's own "Minor 
Mood," which should have perhaps 
been entitled "Minor Mode." The tune 
is most notable for Harden's slippery, 
open-toned solo in the middle register. 
The set ends with the beguiling and com-
pletely exotic "Mahaba," with the whole 
band engaging in vocal interplay in a 
made-up language and using all African in-
struments except for a flute. It sets the lis-
tener upright, and feels like an odd way to 
end a record, with this kind of inquiry, but 
that's Lateef at his best, always keeping 
listeners -- and his musicians -- on their 
toes. It's just beautiful.
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1 All Alone 5:02
2 Anastasia  4:12
3 Minor Mood 9:32
4 Taboo 9:11
5 Lambert's Point 4:41
6 Mahaba  3:44

 Saxophone, Flute, Woodwind [Argol] – Yusef Lateef          Bass, Violin [Rebob] – Ernie Farrow
Drums, Percussion [Earth-board] – Oliver Jackson       Flugelhorn – Wilbur Harden

Piano, Finger Cymbals [Turkish] – Hugh Lawson
Recording Info: Recorded in Hackensack, NJ; October 11, 1957, by Prestige

Engineer [Recording] – Rudy Van Gelder
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