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Wilbur DeParis, an adequate soloist, was an
excellent ensemble player and an important
bandleader who helped keep New Orleans
jazz alive in the 1950s. He started out on alto
horn and in 1922 played C-melody sax while
working with A.J. Piron before switching per-
manently to trombone. In 1925, DeParis led a
band in Philadelphia and then had stints in the
orchestras of Leroy Smith (1928), Dave
Nelson, Noble Sissle, Edgar Hayes, Teddy Hill
(1936-1937), the Mills Blue Rhythm Band, and
Louis Armstrong (1937-1940). Not as
well-known as his brother, the talented trum-
pet soloist Sidney DeParis, Wilbur was with
Roy Eldridge's big band and Duke Ellington
(1945-1947) and recorded with Sidney Bechet
during 1949-1950. However, it was in 1951

when he put together a band to play at Ryan's
that included his brother and clarinetist Omer
Simeon that he found his niche. Wilbur DeParis’
New New Orleans Jazz Band did not just play
Dixieland standards but marches, pop tunes,
and hymns, all turned into swinging and spirited
jazz. Throughout the 1950s, the group recorded
consistently exciting sets for Atlantic (aII of
which are unfortunately long out of print) and
they were the resident band at Ryan's during
1951-1962, touring Africa in 1957. DeParis con-
tinued leading bands up until his death, but his
last recordings were in 1961.
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1 Introduction By Wilbur De Paris
2 Majorca 3:46

3 Juba Dance 2:31

4 Toll Gate Blues 7:05

5 Wrought Iron Rag 5:57

6 Cielito Lindo 2:54

7 Sister Kate 3:52

8 Banjoker 2:35

9 Piano Blues 6:51

10 Farewell Blues 5:02
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Recorded by Atlantic at Symphony Hall, Boston, Massachusetts, October 26, 1956
Engineer - Tom Dowd Supervised By - Nesuhi Ertegun
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