Leapold Stokowski was oneofthe reatest conductors f al tim.Bomin London on Apri 18,1882, e tate is muscal caeeras amorganistn 1903, hetookthe postof principal rganista St James Churchin ondon,
Sfuate i small sideof the fmousPccal.Athough only 21 years old, e became soon well-nown anafer o year eceved an offer from St Bartholomen's Church in New York, which he accepted enthusiatcelly. The
congregatonloved him, particulayforhisuncommon musical epetore.

In 1909, thefamous ianist Olga amaroff made it possblfo himto conductaconcert withthe Cncnnat Symphony Orchestraon May 12 inwhichshevwas th solost The concert wasa great success and Stokoskiwas ntanty
engaged forthe next season.Despite tiumphl succeses, e, e et incinnatn 1911, due tointemal quarels. Bak nEurope, he marid Olga. I 1912, e etumedttothe United States, this e to the Philadelphia Orchesta,
wherehe conducted is it concert on October 1, The Phiadelphia Orchestra wasthen rather a midlelssorchstra but Stkowskimproved it sound within shrt . The result becamelter known s the Piadelphia Sound and
Wi aceved withsome unusual inovations. Firs, he allowee the sringsfree bowing,which mesnsthe string plajrs e e to movethelr bows p and down s they leased, rather thann unson. This producesa very warm,iky
and vividsound asit had never been heard before. Stk also madeseveralchanges tothe orchestelsseatinganangement o improve th ransparency and cartyofthe sound. But ws noton this what made him populr He

somefimes produced hisconcerts ke stageplay by lacinglight spots o him o his s batoness conducting hands, by speechest the audience and even once by hidingtheorchestrabehind acurtan Stokowskialways madea ﬁ@
mystery of himse. Acked about is age, he would gve 1887 a is yearofirth instee of 1882, Thoughaut his whole e spoke withastrange pseudo-east Enopen accent of which nobocy ver had andea wherehe s bor
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11940, Sokowsiimade the famous i Fantsaogethervith Wl Diney, i which cartoo ures e bt ke sequence to lasice masicThe music o the i wasecorded neghtchannl tereaphony and supried s S Le()DOld StOkOWSkl

spectatorsfor both tsisuel and acoustical acevements. Stokowskilo appeared nsome other ather luhy lms whic e fsted here = S h f lh ! .

HisprivteIfe lso brought himitothe nemspapers. He was marred severltims - nce tothe millon heiress loia Vanderbit-and had a wellpubliczed affarwithGreta Garbo.

Musiclly, e provokecatilasting contrversy oer s bombastic symphonic transcription o Bach works,whichare conideed scrlege by baroguepurss.He also ad no infbtons about making changes o thescoesoffher
et masters such asBeethoven or Tchalkovsky i tis e the workinany wey.He lso e his own ochestal aangements of
atherworks suchas Mussorgs' icures atan Etibiton and ANight onthe Bare Mountan o Debussy'sLa cathécaleengloute
Stokomskileft Prladelphian 1941 tuming to vrius musicl pojects.He had many engagements s guest conductoral oer the
word and founded several ochestas, suchas The Al Amercan outh Orchestra, The Amercan Symphony Orchestr, The ymphony
o the Airand "His" Symphony Orchestra forecordingsesionsvith Capitol Records).

Withalegendary conceton June 14,197 Stokowscelebraed the siceth anniversay of s fst appearancewith the London
Symphony Orchesta, tokowskivwas awaysvery nerested inimproving the sound qualtyof ecording media. Therfor,its agreat
Huckforthe record overtht e hecame 0o, He made il excellnt perhaps even his bestsereorecordingsnhis igherage. The
cifetence efween is recoringsand those ofother conductorsis imply hat heis amegican. When you hear Stokows suddenly
the musi bginstodevelopts on e, The soundis usullyichr than everyhere ls and so ntensethet you can' beeve s
produced by a hundred people and ot by oy one. s said tha tokowski e on plyingthe organ s whole fe: through the
orchestra.

At 94 he was optimistic enough t signa fve ears contract with ColumbiaRecords. Unfortunetly, thiscould ot avert his destny.
He died on September 13,197, attheage of 99 i is house nNether Wallop, Hampshire,Englanc. twas the day on which e s o
record Rechmaninov's Second Symphony, awondefulworkhe neverrecorded commerclly Stoloskiwas bured at rylebone
CemeteryEas Fincle; imnorth London. Should you wishtovisthisgrave,you willind it at postion D10 147.




Filmmaker/critic Pare Lorentz (1905-1992) was the creative force behind the
landmark documentary The Plow That Broke the Plains. The project was under-
written by the United States Resettlement Administration, a New Deal organiza-
tion. Lorentz' film accomplished visually what President Roosevelt's radio
speeches had heen doing orally: serving as a wake-up call to those Americans
unaware of the deprivations of the "Dust Bowl." For many years, Lorentz was
known as “FDR's Film-maker." This film details the ecological causes for the
natural disasters befalling farmers in Oklahoma and Texas. It then illustrates in
up-cose-and-personal fashion the devastating effects those disasters had on the
farmers and their families, who were already reeling from the Depression.
Lorentz concludes his film on an upbeat note, showing the efforts made by the
Resettlement Administration to improve conditions for the unfortunate farmers,
and to make certain that environmental reforms are put into effect to prevent
another Dust Bowl. The Plow That Broke the Plains was followed by the Tennes-
see \lalley Authority-sanctioned The River, likewise assembled by Lorentz, In
1936, FDR gave Lorentz the opportunity to make a film about one of the

President's favorite subjects—conservation, Lorentz made The River, a film
celebrating the exploits of the Tennessee Valley Authority. The TVA mitigated
flooding, but more importantly to Lorentz and to Roosevelt, it put a stop to the
prodigious pillaging of the forests by providing cheap, readily available
hydro-electric power to a wide area, This film won the "best documentary"
category at the Venice International Film Festival, The text of River appeared in
hook form, and was nominated for the Pulitzer Prize in poetry the same year. It
is generally considered his most masterful work,

Originally written as music to accompany documentary films by Pere Lorentz,
the heautiful scores by Virgil Thomson have lived a fruitful life of their own with
considerable credit due to Stokowski. He made a prize-winning recording of the
The Plow that Broke the Plains with the Hollywood Bowl Orchestra in 1946 and
rerecorded it and The Riverin 1961 to near universal critical acclaim: take, for
example, Roger Dettmer’s citation of the recording as “a national Treasure” in
Fanfare Magazine (November-December 1983).
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eopold Stokowski / Symphony of the Ar

Suite From “The River”
1-The 0ld South

2-Industrial Expansion In

The Mississippi Valley
3-Soil Erosion And Floods
4-Finale

5-The Plough that Broke the Plains

Please Note: In the interest of preserving the superb sound quality of these historic recordings, they have been preserved in their original, pristine state for maximum
fidelity. Transferred from commercially released, analog reel-to-reel tapes (some of which are more than 50 years old), the recordings themselves can be subject to certain
"artifacts" which are an inseparable part of the original analog recording process, such as tape "hiss" or other defects, and these may be audible on certain music tracks.
Because your (D or DVD-A was individually "burned" in order to realize superior sound quality to stamped, mass-produced versions, microscopic cosmetic blemishes may
be visible. Please regard these tiny marks as evidence of the "human touch" in the care and individual attention that each and every HDTT disc receives during its very
demanding manufacturing process.

= Virgil Thomson / The Plow That Broke The Plains / Suite From ‘The River' Symphony Of The Air / Leopold Stokowski
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For more info e-mail us:
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or visit our website:
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