
The Overture to Rienzo is a dramatic and powerful piece, reflect-
ing the grandeur and historical themes of the opera. It is notable 
for its majestic brass fanfares and sweeping melodies. The opera 
itself is loosely based on the life of Cola di Rienzo, a Roman 
tribune in the 14th century. The character Rienzi is portrayed as a 
populist leader who rises to power but ultimately faces tragic 
consequences.
 Wagner's early opera "Rienzi" is distinct from his later works in 
that it follows a more conventional Italian opera style, with arias, 
choruses, and arias in a more traditional structure. Wagner would 
later evolve his style, moving towards the development of his 
innovative music dramas.
 The overture to "Rienzi" remains a popular concert piece and is 
often performed independently from the complete opera. Its grand 
and triumphant character has contributed to its enduring appeal.

The overture to "Der fliegende Holländer" is a dynamic and 
evocative piece that captures the essence of the opera's nautical 
themes and the legend of the cursed Dutchman condemned to sail 
the seas forever. It opens with a stormy and turbulent passage, 
reflecting the perilous maritime setting, and transitions into more 
lyrical and dramatic sections.

 The opera tells the story of the Dutchman, a sailor who is 
cursed to roam the seas until he finds true love. The overture 
effectively sets the tone for the opera's dramatic narrative and 
introduces some of the key musical themes that reappear 
throughout the work.
 Wagner's "Der fliegende Holländer" is considered a transitional 
work in his career, combining elements of traditional opera with 
innovations that would later characterize his mature style. The 
opera and its overture showcase Wagner's early mastery of 
orchestration and his ability to convey powerful emotions through 
music.
 Similar to the overture to "Rienzi," the "Flying Dutchman Over-
ture" is often performed independently in concert settings and is 
appreciated for its dramatic intensity and thematic richness.

"Tannhäuser" is another opera composed by Richard Wagner, 
and it features both an overture and a famous ballet scene 
known as the "Bacchanale." The overture and bacchanale are 
distinct sections within the opera that serve different purposes.
 Overture to "Tannhäuser": The overture sets the stage for the 
opera and introduces some of the key musical themes that will be 
developed throughout the work. It begins with a solemn and 

  
mysterious Pilgrims' Chorus, which is a recurring motif in the 
opera. The overture then builds in intensity, showcasing Wagner's 
skill in creating dramatic and evocative orchestral textures. The 
overall character of the overture reflects the contrasts and con-
flicts central to the opera's narrative.
 Bacchanale: The Bacchanale is a lively and energetic ballet 
scene that occurs in Act I of "Tannhäuser." It takes place in the 
Venusberg, a mythical realm associated with Venus, the goddess 
of love. The scene features sensual and frenzied dancing, repre-
senting the seductive and otherworldly nature of Venusberg. The 
Bacchanale is known for its rhythmic vitality and lush orchestra-
tion, capturing the hedonistic and passionate atmosphere of the 
Venusberg.
 "Tannhäuser" as a whole explores themes of love, redemption, 
and the conflict between sacred and profane love. The opera's 
overture and the Bacchanale contribute significantly to its overall 
impact, creating a rich and immersive musical experience.
 Both the overture and the Bacchanale from "Tannhäuser" are 
appreciated not only within the context of the complete opera but 
are also performed independently in concert settings due to their 
standalone musical and dramatic qualities.
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Recorded by Decca at Sofiensaal, Vienna, October 1961
Engineer – Gordon Parry          Producer – John Culshaw

The Vienna Philharmonic
plays Wagner 

conducted by George Solti

1 Overture and Bacchanale 14:20
2 "Tannhauser"  13:10
3 Overture - "Rienzi" 11:30
4 "Der Fliegende Hollander" (The Flying Dutchman) 10:30
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