
The Vienna Boys' Choir, or Wiener Sängerkna-
ben in German (and also known as the Vienna 
Choir Boys, a more direct translation), is among 
the world's foremost and beloved children's 
choirs. It is also one of the oldest musical orga-
nizations anywhere, fulfilling traditional roles that 
date back centuries.

The choir dates back to June or July of 1498 
when Holy Roman Emperor Maximilian I issued a 
decree specifying that boys' voices should be the 
singers of the court chapel at the Hofburg 
Palace; the boys perform at Sunday masses 
there to this day. Composers who have written 
for the Boy's Choir include Mozart, Schubert, and 
Bruckner, and conductors Clemens Krauss and 
Hans Richter are among the choir's many distin-

guished musical alumni. At the height of Aus-
tro-Hungarian imperial power, the choir often per-
formed secular concerts in military-style uniforms 
complete with daggers. That came to an end as 
the empire dissolved after World War I, but a 
chaplain at the court, spending his own money, 
reassembled the choir and created a new image 
featuring sailor uniforms.

The choir gradually gained international popularity, 
making the first of more than 50 U.S. tours in 
1932. In 1948, choristers began attending their own 
boarding school at the Augarten Palace. In 1961, 
the choir appeared in the Walt Disney film Almost 
Angels; the Austrian national emblem on their uni-
forms dates back to that film. The Vienna Boys' 
Choir has toured all six inhabited continents, with 
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the membership of 100 singers divided into smaller 
groups that are on the road for three months at a 
time, with a tutor and nurse. Together, the Vienna 
Boys' Choir groups perform about 300 concerts a 
year.

Vienna Boys Choir Goes PopThe Vienna Boys' 
Choir has had a long history of recordings. Its 
repertory has modernized somewhat under Gerald 
Wirth, who became its director in 2001; recordings 
since then have included Vienna Boys' Choir Goes 
Pop (2002) and A Jewish Celebration in Song 
(2004). The choir's Christmas albums are espe-
cially popular and include Weihnachten mit den 
Wiener Sängerknaben (Christmas with the Vienna 
Boys' Choir, 2019).
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For more info e-mail us:
admin@highdeftapetransfers.com

or visit our website:
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Recorded by Philips 1964

The Vienna Choir Boys Sing Sacred Music & Love Songs By Schubert & Brahms

Schubert
1 Die Forelle (The Trout)
2 Das Dörfchen (The Village)
3 Widerspruch (Contradiction)
4 Der 23 Psalm (Psalm 23)
5 Der Gondelfahrer (The Gondolier)
6 Litanei (Litany For All Souls Day)
7 An Die Musik (To Music)
8 Heidenröslein (The Hedge Rose

Brahms
9 Regina Coeli (Queen Of Heaven)
10 Ave Maria (Hail, Mary)
11 Der 13 Psalm (Psalm 13)
12 Wie Des Abends Schöne Rote (Like The Sunset Of The Evening)
13 Vögelein Durchrauscht Die Luft (The Little Bird Flies Here And There)
14 Nicht Wandle, Mein Licht (Do Not Stray, My Sweet)
15 Wahre, Wahre Deinen Sohn (Guard Your Son)
16 Rosen Steckt Mir An (I Have Pinned On Some Roses)
17 Nein, Geliebter (No, Beloved, Do Not Sit Too Close)
18 Juchhel (Hurrah!)
19 Nachtigall (Nightingale)
20 Feldeinsamkeit (Solitude In The Meadow)
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