The Organ at St. Francis de Sales, Philadelphia, PA
Organ Specifications (1980)
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Flor Peeters (h. 1903), the well-known Bel-
gian organist, teacher, and composer, has presided at
the console of the organ in Mechelen Cathedral,
Belgium, since 1923, where he has given annual
international masterclasses in organ since 1968 un-
der government sponsorship.  United States audi-
ences know him through his many recitals here as
well as from recordings he has made of his own music
Many of his compositions are in the active repertory
of organists worldwide. The present Trumpet Tune,
dedicated to American Frederick Tulan, is No. 6 of
the Six Lyrical Pieces, Op. 116 (19671, The jolly but
regal melody shows off the splendid en chamade
trumpet in the St Franeis de Sales organ. In A-B-A
larm, Trumpet Tune opens with a bold statement of
the theme followed by an expressive cantabile be-
fore the recapitulation of the tune.

The Pracludium und Fuge in G-dur (BMV
541) of Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) dates
from his eqrly days in Leipzig. One of two such
works in G major, BMVS41 shows Bach in a jovous
maod. The prelude is noted for its toccata-like arpeg-
gios and the fugue for its dance-like rhythm which
builds in intensity to the finaf entry of the fugue
subject in slretto

Cesar Franck (1822-1890) was born in Bei-
giwm, but lived most of his life in France where he
was erganist ar the Chureh of Sainte-Clotilde in
Paris for 30 years prior to his death. The Trois
Chorals were composed in the year of his death, with
the third in A minor being the most varied of the set.
Franck's compositiona! stvle was influenced by the
magnificent organs built by Aristide Cavillé-Coll,
whose influence 1s indeed present in the instrument
heard on this recording. This rhapsodic work dis-
plays the chorus reeds, strings and celestes, and the
archestral reeds, which of course do not exist in
argans ol an earlier design.

Lowis Vierne (1870-1937) was a pupil of

Franck, Widor, and Guilmant whose influences are
evident in Vierne's symphonic style.  Almost to-
tally blind for most of this life, Vierne became organ-
ist of Notre Dame de Paris in 1900 where he died at
the console while preparing to improvise on a theme
submitted in Braille. Vierne's six organ sympho-
nies are among the most lovely and difficult of the
genre. His most famous piece is perhaps the Carrillon
de Westminster, Op. 54 No. 6, dedicated to famed
English organ builder, Henry Willis. Vierne's de-
but recital m the United States was February |,
1927, New York. The Berceuse in No. 19 of Vinl-
quartre pieces en style libre dating from 1913, Six of
these were heard al Vierne's 1927 concert. The
quiet rocking elfect presents a lovely interlude be-
tween the Franck and Widor works heard in this
program.

Charles Marie Widor (1844-1937) is most '

Sameous for s long tenure as organist at §

- Sulpice,
Paris (1869-1933), where his service playing and
improvisations were legendary even in his own
time. Widor's ten organ symphonies are not aften
heard as complete works on recital programs be-
cause of their length and dithculty. The most famous
Toccata [rom the Fifth Symphony rivals Bach's
Toccata and Fugue in D minor BVW 565 as the
world's best known organ work.  The brilliamt
Finale of Symphonie [I. Op. 13, No. 2, brings this
program to a stunning concolusion displaying the
full tonal resources of the St. Francis de Sales instru-
ment.

—William Marsh

Douglas Tester

Douglas Tester began his organ studies while
in his teens under Dr. James Edward Hoy at the
famed Settlement Music School in his native Phila-
delphia.  Mr. Tester later studied privately with

John W. Tuttle and then with Robert Plimpton al
The Philadelphia College of the Performing Arts,
where he received his Bachelor of Music. While
still a student there, Mr. Tester was appointed or-
ganist at historic St. Stephens Episcopal Church in
Philadelphia. A frequent recitalist and accompanist
in the Philadelphia area, he has appeared on numer-
ous programs spansored by The merican Guild of
Organists and with The Concerto Soloists of Phila-
delphia.  Other notable appearances include those
in California, Wisconsin, and world-famous
Longwood Gardens in Kennett Square, PA. Mr.
Tester's recent activities include many appearances
in public schools as a member of Young Audiences,
Inc.. whose program intreduces music 10 young
people. Now himsellan instructor at The Settlement
Music School, Mr, Tester has also recently been
appointed organist at the Church of the Resurrec-
tion (Episcopal), Philadelphia. This program marks
Mr. Tester's recording debut.

The Organ

Originally a 1911 Haskell instrument, the
organ of St. Francis de Sales Church, Philadelphia,
has been brought (o its present state of magnificence
by Bruce Shultz, present organist of this landmark
church. The 93 ranks and 112 stops are controlled
by a 4-manual Welte console once in the Bryn Mawr
(PA) Presbyterian Church. Mr. Shultz favors prin-
cipal and flue work in the style of G. Donald Harrison,
who is remembered for his work with Acolian-Skin-
ner; the reeds are voiced similarly to those of
Cavaille-Coll. This Romantic instrument neverthe-
less has an unusual clarity, despite the splendid
resonance in this beautiful church, whose central
dome towers 90 feet above ornate mosaics set mnto
marble walls capped with polychromed terra cotta
arches.

The positive organ was in the final stages of
completion at the time this recording was made and
1s not heard on this lape. A whimsical touch in the
specification 1s the designation of the Trompetic en
chamade stop on the solo organ division as Hilfertys
Horn™ in honor of the rector ol St. Francis de Sales,
danor of this most telling rank
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