the same period "All Day Long" and "All
Night Long.” The lone trio session, on the
standard "How Long Has This Been
Going On?," is regarded as quintes-
sential Flanagan, and quite indicative of
the Midwestern Motor City flavor Flana-
gan and his many peers brought into
the mainstream jazz of the day and
beyond. One yearns for alternate takes
of this session. The Cats is a prelude
to much more music from all of these
masters that would come within a very
short time period thereafter, and cannot
come more highly recommended.
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In 1957, one of the greatest years for re-
corded music including modern jazz, De-
troit was a hot spot, a centerpiece to
many hometown heroes as well as
short-term residents like John Coltrane
and Miles Davis. It was here that Trane
connected with pianist Tommy Flanagan,
subsequently headed for the East Coast,
and recorded this seminal hard bop
album. In tow were fellow Detroiters -
drummer Louis Hayes, bassist Doug Wat-
kins, and guitarist Kenny Burrell, with the
fine trumpeter from modern big bands
Idrees Sulieman as the sixth wheel. From

the opening number, the classic "Minor
Mishap,” you realize something special is
happening. Flanagan is energized, playing
bright and joyous melody lines, comping and
soloing like the blossoming artist he was.
Coltrane is effervescent and inspired, hot off
the presses from the Miles Davis Quintet and
searching for more expressionism. The other
hard bop originals, "Eclypso” and "Solacium,”
easily burn with a cool flame not readily as-
sociated with East Coast jazz. Flanagan him-
self is the catalyst more than the horns dig
his soaring, animated solo on "Eclypso” as he
quotes "Jeepers Creepers.” The near 12-min-
ute blues "Tommy's Tune" is the perfect vehi-
cle for Burrell, a prelude for his classics of



THE CATS

Tommy Flanagan, John Coltrane
Kenny Burrell, Idrees Sulieman

1 Minor Mishap 7:24

2 How Long Has This Been Going On? 5:53
3 Eclypso 7:55

4 Solacium 9:06

5 Tommy's Time 11:58

Total Time: 42:16

Piano - Tommy Flanagan Tenor Saxophone — John Coltrane
Trumpet - Idrees Sulieman Bass — Doug Watkins
Drums - Louis Hayes Guitar — Kenny Burrell
Recorded by New Jazz April 18, 1957
Producer - Bob Weinstock Engineer - Rudy Van Gelder

@I©® The Cats - Flanagan, Coltrane, Burrell, Sulieman

For more info e-mail us:
admin@highdeftapetransfers.com
or visit our website:
www.highdeftapetransfers.com
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