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Facts about this Recording
Transferred from a London 4 Track Tape
The Firebird Recorded 15-16 May 1955
Engineer Roy Wallace • Producer James Walker
The Song of the Nightingale  Recorded 1-9 May 1956
Engineer James Brown • Producer Victor Olof
Venue: Victoria Hall, Geneva

The Swiss conductor, Ernest Ansermet, came from a musical family; he successively studied the clarinet, violin and 
brass instruments, which he used in fanfares; later he wrote military marches for the Swiss army which he did not 
consider important. Besides Music, he studied Mathematics in Lausanne and 
graduated with a Diploma in 1903; until 1906 he taught at the Lausanne Grammar 
School, then he decided to continue his studies at the Sorbonne and, at the 
same time, to attend courses at the Paris Conservatory. After his return 
to Lausanne, he taught Mathematics for one more year before 
devoting himself entirely to music.
 Ansermet was a particular advocate of the Swiss 
composers Arthur Honegger and Frank Martin. He 
conducted the �rst performances of the following works of A. 
Honegger: Horace victorieux (1921), Chant de joie (1923), Rugby 
(1928) and Paci�c 231 (1923), which was dedicated to him, and of 
the following works of Frank Martin: Symphonie (1938), In terra pax 
(1945), Der Sturm (1956), Le mystère de la Nativité (1959), Monsieur de 
Pourceaugnac (1963) and Les Quatre Éléments, which were dedicated to him. 
Also important were the �rst performances of Benjamin Britten’s The Rape of 
Lucretia (1946) and Cantata misericordium (1963).



Ernest Ansermet's authority in the music of Stravinsky was unsurpassed: he 
had a close working relationship with the composer for a quarter of a century 
and was involved in the original productions of a number of his most signi�-
cant works including The Firebird, The Rite of Spring, Petrushka, The Soldier's 
Tale, The Song of the Nightingale and Pulcinella. Ansermet's recordings, which 
were both meticulous and inspired, were the ones to have even after Stravin-
sky himself took up the baton.
Ernest Ansermet's long friendship with Igor Stravinsky enabled him to witness 
the birth creations. This proved to be of incalculable worth in his interpretation 
of the works he premiered for Stravinsky. Here Ansermet directs the OSR in a 
performance of Stravinsky's The Firebird. It is the composer's �rst major ballet, 
and brought him world fame and continues to gain in popularity to this day. 
The story - which combines the motifs of several Russian fairy tales, with a 
magic Firebird, a vanishing castle, an evil magician, and a hero who saves the 
maiden - inspired Stravinsky to write some of his most fascinating and 
mysterious music. The OSR is fully equal to its �ne reputation. Ernest Anser-
met's competence as an interpreter is evident in all the suites. Acoustically, 
this pressing o�ers advantages over the original. Here the orchestra resonates 

with a full, natural and mellow sound that blossoms into a veritable garden of 
tonality extending around and behind the loudspeakers. 
Ansermet’s last recording – with the New Philharmonia Orchestra – was of 
The Firebird. Ansermet's clear and methodical counting of beats is a distinct 
feature of his approach. The results of Ansermet’s arduous, often “mathemati-
cal” preparation are quite palpable in the sequence of divided strings in 
glissando harmonics.  His aural perspicacity is no less evident in his 1957 Decca 
Firebird for John Culshaw.  The arrangement of the 1917 opera The Song of the 
Nightingale – in four scenes after Hans Christian Andersen – proves a splendid 
vehicle for Ansermet’s hand-picked orchestra. Recall that Ansermet gave the 
world premiere of the fully-staged ballet in 1920. The sonic presence and 
acerbic bite of the strings and percussion were a high-end feature of the Decca 
production qualities. This is among Ansermet’s best, most authoritative, 
readings.   
Ansermet was an ardent man who argued his opinions vehemently. He was 
notable in Britain for his argumentative rehearsals with British orchestras, who 
were used to the more jovial style of Sir Thomas Beecham or the more 
restrained manner of Sir Adrian Boult.  



 Please Note:  In the interest of preserving the superb sound quality of these historic recordings, they have been preserved in their original,  pristine state for maximum 
�delity. Transferred from commercially released, analog reel-to-reel tapes (some of which are more than 50 years old), the recordings themselves can be subject to certain 

"artifacts" which are an inseparable part of the original analog recording process, such as tape "hiss" or other defects, and these may be audible on certain music tracks.  
 Because your CD or DVD-A was individually "burned" in order to realize superior sound quality to stamped, mass-produced versions, microscopic cosmetic blemishes may 

be visible. Please regard these tiny marks as  evidence of the "human touch" in the care and individual attention that each and every HDTT disc receives during its very 
demanding  manufacturing process.

For more info e-mail us:
admin@highdeftapetransfers.com

or visit our website:
www.highdeftapetransfers.com
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Stravinsky / The Firebird / The Song of the Nightingale / Ernest Ansermet / L'Orchestre de la Suisse Romande 

The Firebird
1-Introduction
2-Kashchei's enchanted garden
3-Appearance of the Firebird pursued by Ivan Tsarevich
4-Dance of the Firebird
5-Ivan Tsarevich captures the Firebird
6-Supplication of the Firebird
7-Game of the Princesses with the golden apples
8-Sudden appearance of Ivan Tsarevich
9-Round dance of the Princesses
10-Daybreak
11-Magic carillon, appearance of Kashchei's guardian monsters and capture of Ivan Tsarevich
12-Dance of Kashchei's retinue under the spell of the Firebird
13-Infernal dance of all Kashchei's subject's
14-Lullaby of the Firebird
15-Collapse of Kashchei's palace and dissolution of all enchantments
   Reanimation of the petri�ed prisoners - General rejoicing
16-The Song of the Nightingale
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