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MASTERING EQUIPMENT 

This is all Walter Weller and the Suisse Romande, excellent performances both: they 
are crisp, direct, swift, unsentimental, but full of punchy, characterful accents and 
never lacking in feeling in the slow movements. The way that Weller handles tempo 
transitions in the First Symphony’s opening movement, for example, also o�ers a 
textbook lesson in how to give the music a strong emotional pro�le–and plenty of 
excitement–while still respecting its structural integrity. By 1972, well into the 
post-Ansermet period, the Swiss orchestra �nally was becoming a reliably top-quality 
ensemble, ironically just as its discographic career on Decca was winding down. The 
woodwinds in particular have wonderful bite in the outer movements of both 
symphonies, and Weller takes the scherzo of the Ninth at a clip that many orchestras 
would �nd hard to match today. Indeed, the performance of this latter work especial-
ly is as �ne as any available. If you collect Shostakovich, then by all means get this, 
particularly as the sonics are also very good by any standard. 
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24/96 HIGH RESOLUTION AUDIO DISC
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 Please Note:  In the interest of preserving the superb sound quality of these historic recordings, they have been preserved in their original,  pristine state for maximum 
�delity. Transferred from commercially released, analog reel-to-reel tapes (some of which are more than 50 years old), the recordings themselves can be subject to certain 

"artifacts" which are an inseparable part of the original analog recording process, such as tape "hiss" or other defects, and these may be audible on certain music tracks.  
 Because your CD or DVD-A was individually "burned" in order to realize superior sound quality to stamped, mass-produced versions, microscopic cosmetic blemishes may 

be visible. Please regard these tiny marks as  evidence of the "human touch" in the care and individual attention that each and every HDTT disc receives during its very 
demanding  manufacturing process.
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01-Allegretto - Allegro non troppo
02-Allegro
03-Lento
04-Lento - Allegro molto 

Symphony No. 1

05-Allegro
06-Moderato
07-Presto
08-Largo
09-Allegretto

Symphony No. 9
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Walter Weller was born in Vienna, Austria where he �rst gained 
renown as a prodigy on the violin. His father, also named Walter, 
was a violinist in the Vienna Philharmonic, and at the age of 17, the 
young Weller became a member, and by the unusually early age of 
22 he had become joint concertmaster with Willi Boskovsky. He 
remained in this post for 11 years.
While leading the orchestra, Weller also established and led his 
own string quartet from 1958 to 1969. In 1966 he married Elisabeth 
Samohyl with whom he had a son.
Weller’s �rst engagements as a conductor were in 1966, deputizing 
at short notice for Karl Böhm in Beethoven’s Pastoral and Franz 
Schubert’s Great C Major symphonies and Josef Krips Johannes 
Brahms’s Piano Concerto No. 1 with Claudio Arrau and Beethoven’s 
Eroica Symphony.
From 1969 Weller conducted regularly at the Vienna Volksoper and 
the Vienna State Opera.
After this he conducted in Duisburg, Germany. In 1977 he relocated 
to Great Britain to become principal conductor of the Royal Liver-
pool Philharmonic. This was followed by stints with the Royal 

Philharmonic Orchestra from 1980 to 1986 and from 1992 to 1997 
with the Scottish National Orchestra where he remains Conductor 
Emeritus. The Bank of Scotland honored Weller by printing his 
portrait on a special 50 pound note. He was the last Chief Conductor 
of the Basel Symphony Orchestra (before that ensemble joined with 
the Radio Symphony Orchestra Basel to form the Sinfonieorchester 
Basel) and General Music Director Allgemeine Basler Musikgesell-
shaft (site in German) from 1994 until 1997 overlapping with his 
appointment as the principal guest conductor of the Spanish 
National Orchestra from 1987 until 2002.
Weller became Music Director of the National Orchestra of Belgium 
(NOB) in 2007. He is scheduled to step down from the NOB music 
directorship in 2012 and to take the title of Honorary Conductor. In 
2010, he became the �rst honorary conductor of the Trondheim 
Symphony Orchestra.
He is currently conductor laureate of the Stuttgart Philharmonic 
Orchestra (site in German) and Associate Director of the Valencia 
Orchestra.


