
Born: April 15, 1924 - Lincoln, England
Died: October 2, 2016

The English conductor, Neville Marriner, studied at the Royal College of Music in London 
and then entered the violin class at the Paris Conservatoire taught by René Benedetti. He 
spent a season at Eton college (1947-48), and then became second violinist in the Martin 
Quartet.
 In 1949 Neville Marriner founded the Virtuoso String Trio, and together with Thurston Dart, 
he founded the Jacobean Ensemble. From 1949 to 1950, he taught the violin at the Royal 
College of Music and at the same time attended summer courses in orchestral conducting 
held by Pierre Monteux in the USA state of Maine. He was a violinist in the London 
Philharmonic Orchestra from 1952 and went to the London Symphony Orchestra in 1956 as 
chief second violinist (until 1968). The playing with London orchestras him the experience of 
various legendary conductors - among them Arturo Toscanini and Wilhelm Furtwängler, 
Guido Cantelli and Herbert von Karajan.
 While playing as a principal in the London Symphony Orchestra Neville Marriner founded 
the Academy of St Martin-in-the-Fields in 1959, and from the concertmaster's seat as the 
director of this ensemble he gravitated towards conducting. Pierre Monteux became his 
mentor. He makes numerous concert tours with this ensemble and many recordings.
 From 1969 to 1979, Neville Marriner was also Musical Director of the Los Angeles 
Chamber Orchestra, from 1971 to 1973 deputy conductor of the Northern Symphony 
Orchestra, from 1979 to 1986 musical director of the Minnesota Orchestra and from 1983 to 
1989 Principal Conductor of SWR Sinfonieorchester Stuttgart.
 Although the majority of his opera and symphonic performances and recordings are with 
the Academy of St Martin-in-the-Fields, one of the most comprehensively recorded 
chamber orchestras in the world, he worked consistently with major orchestras throughout 
the world. 
 Neville Marriner was honoured twice for his services to music. In 1979 he was made a 
Commander of the Order of the British Empire and in 1985 he received a Knighthood. In 
addition, he was awarded the Ordre des Arts et Lettres in 1995 by the French Ministry of 
Culture for his outstanding lifelong commitment to French cultural life.



Gioachino Antonio Rossini February 1792 – 13 November 1868) was 
an Italian composer who gained fame for his 39 operas, although 
he also wrote many songs, some chamber music and piano pieces, 
and some sacred music. He set new standards for both comic and 
serious opera before retiring from large-scale composition while still 
in his thirties, at the height of his popularity.

Born in Pesaro to parents who were both musicians (his father a 
trumpeter, his mother a singer), Rossini began to compose by the 
age of 12 and was educated at music school in Bologna. His first 
opera was performed in Venice in 1810 when he was 18 years old. 
In 1815 he was engaged to write operas and manage theatres in 
Naples. In the period 1810–1823 he wrote 34 operas for the Italian 
stage that were performed in Venice, Milan, Ferrara, Naples and 
elsewhere; this productivity necessitated an almost formulaic 
approach for some components (such as overtures) and a certain 
amount of self-borrowing. During this period he produced his most 
popular works including the comic operas L'italiana in Algeri, Il 
barbiere di Siviglia (known in English as The Barber of Seville) and 
La Cenerentola, which brought to a peak the opera buffa tradition 
he inherited from masters such as Domenico Cimarosa. He also 
composed opera seria works such as Otello, Tancredi and Semira-
mide. All of these attracted admiration for their innovation in 

melody, harmonic and instrumental colour, and dramatic form. In 
1824 he was contracted by the Opéra in Paris, for which he 
produced an opera to celebrate the coronation of Charles X, Il 
viaggio a Reims (later cannibalised for his first opera in French, 
Le comte Ory), revisions of two of his Italian operas, Le siège de 
Corinthe and Moïse, and in 1829 his last opera, Guillaume Tell.

Rossini's withdrawal from opera for the last 40 years of his life 
has never been fully explained; contributary factors may have 
been ill-health, the wealth his success had brought him, and the 
rise of spectacular Grand Opera under composers such as 
Giacomo Meyerbeer. From the early 1830s to 1855, when he left 
Paris and was based in Bologna, Rossini wrote relatively little. 
On his return to Paris in 1855 he became renowned for his 
musical salons on Saturdays, regularly attended by musicians 
and the artistic and fashionable circles of Paris, for which he 
wrote the entertaining pieces Péchés de vieillesse. Guests 
included Franz Liszt, Anton Rubinstein, Giuseppe Verdi, Meyer-
beer and Joseph Joachim. Rossini's last major composition was 
his Petite messe solennelle (1863). He died in Paris in 1868.



For more info e-mail us:
admin@highdeftapetransfers.com

or visit our website:
www.highdeftapetransfers.com

Ro
ss

ini
 S

trin
g S

on
ata

s N
os

. 1
,3,

5 &
 6 

- N
ev

ille
 M

arr
ine

r T
he

 Ac
ad

em
y O

f S
t. M

art
in-

in-
the

-F
iel

ds
Rossini String Sonatas Nos. 1,3,5 & 6 - Neville Marriner The Academy Of St. Martin-in-the-Fields

Recorded by Argo/Decca 6 - 9 September 1966 in Kingsway Hall, London 
Engineers - Alan Reeve, Kenneth Wilkinson      Producer - Michael Bremner

Rossini
String Sonatas Nos. 1,3,5 & 6

 ACADEMY OF ST MARTIN-IN-THE-FIELDS
DIRECTED BY  NEVILLE MARRINER

String sonata No. 1
1 Moderato 5:08
2 Andantino 4:12
3 Allegro 2:43

String sonata No. 3
4 Allegro 6:04
5 Andante 4:10
6 Moderato 3:14

String sonata No. 5
7 Allegro Vivace 7:45
8 Andantino 3:14
9 Allegretto 3:47

String sonata No. 6
10 Allegro Spiritoso 7:39
11 Andante Assai 2:23
12 Tempesta (Allegro) 5:14


