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Aside from being a consummate musician, Narciso Yepes was also a significant 
scholar. His research into forgotten manuscripts of the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries resulted in the rediscovery of numerous works for guitar or lute. He was also 
the first person to record the complete lute works of Bach on period instruments 
(14-course baroque lute). In addition, through his patient and intensive study of his 
instrument, Yepes developed a revolutionary technique and previously unsuspected 
resources and possibilities.
His recordings are world-wide sold, but his endless research interest leads him to 
invent in 1964 the 10 strings guitar, and at the same time that he goes on his big 
career as concertist all over the world, he constantly works in the recovery and edition 
of old unpublished scores from the Renaissance, Baroque, etc., with more than 6000 
works. Many composers made works for solo guitar or guitar and orchestra for Narciso 
Yepes, and he gave many premières. Thanks to Narciso Yepes, as well to other great 
concertists from the 20th Century like Andrés Segovia and Emilio Pujol, the guitar has 
reached a big prestige as instrument.
As well-known world-wide concertist and teacher, Narciso Yepes was granted many 
official honours and distinctions during his life, including: 1964 Favourite Son of the 
Town of Lorca; 1964 Laurels of Murcia; 1977 Doctor Honnoris Causa by the University 
of Murcia; 1977 Member by Chapter and Honnour of the Royal Academy Alfonso X El 
Sabio from Murcia; 1978 Favourite Son of the Region of Murcia; 1984 Prize of the 
General Authors Society of Spain; 1985 Prize of the Spanish Radio and TV Broadcast-
ing; 1986 National Prize of Music of Spain; 1986 Counselor of the Higher Council for 
Culture and Fine Arts; 1989 Member of the Spanish Royal Academy of Fine Arts of 
San Fernando (elected unanimously); 1989 Gold Medal of Lorca; Gold Medal for 
Distinction in Arts, conferred by King Juan Carlos I; Many other Spanish and foreign 
distinctions. As these distinctions show, and using Yepes' own words, he was and felt 
"prophet in his homeland", in the town of Murcia, on the occasion of his last public 
appearance, he received a warm homage the January 26, 1997, giving his name to 
the symphonic hall of the Auditorium and Congress Center.
Since 1993 Narcisco Yepes limited his public appearances due to illness. He gave his 
last concert on March 1, 1996, in Santander (Spain). He and Marysia had 3 children, 
Juan de la Cruz (death in accident), Ignacio, an orchestral conductor, and Ana, a 
dancer and choreographer at the Opera in Paris. 



The Concierto de Aranjuez is a composition for classical guitar and 
orchestra by the Spanish composer Joaquín Rodrigo. Written in 1939, 
it is by far Rodrigo's best-known work, and its success established his 
reputation as one of the most significant Spanish composers of the 
twentieth century.
The Concierto de Aranjuez was inspired by the gardens at Palacio 
Real de Aranjuez, the spring resort palace and gardens built by Philip 
II in the last half of the 16th century and rebuilt in the middle of the 
18th century by Ferdinand VI. The work attempts to transport the 
listener to another place and time through the evocation of the sounds 
of nature.
According to the composer, the first movement is "animated by a 
rhythmic spirit and vigour without either of the two themes... interrupt-
ing its relentless pace"; the second movement "represents a dialogue 
between guitar and solo instruments (cor anglais, bassoon, oboe, horn 
etc.)"; and the last movement "recalls a courtly dance in which the 
combination of double and triple time maintains a taut tempo right to 
the closing bar." He described the concerto itself as capturing "the 
fragrance of magnolias, the singing of birds, and the gushing of 
fountains" in the gardens of Aranjuez.
Rodrigo and his wife Victoria stayed silent for many years about the 
inspiration for the second movement, and thus the popular belief grew 
that it was inspired by the bombing of Guernica in 1937. In her 
autobiography, Victoria eventually declared that it was both an evoca-
tion of the happy days of their honeymoon and a response to Rodri-
go's devastation at the miscarriage of their first pregnancy. It was 
composed in 1939 in Paris.

In the Fantasía para un gentilhombre of 1954, written for and dedicat-
ed to Andrés Segovia, Joaquín Rodrigo turned for inspiration to a 
fellow Spaniard and one of the first great guitar virtuosi, Gaspar Sanz. 
Not much is known about Sanz. He was born somewhere around the 
middle of the seventeenth century and lived into the early eighteenth, 
and he wrote one of the earliest surviving guitar methods (published in 
1674). He also composed a fair amount of guitar music that reflects 
the styles of song and dance popular in Spain at that time. Rodrigo 
borrowed several of Sanz's short pieces in crafting his Fantasía for 
guitar and orchestra. The result is a perennially charming work that 
evokes an antique world in a natural way, free of musty airs.
 The opening movement is titled "Villano y Ricercare"; the Villano 
theme is heard in the violins at the very beginning of the work, and 
the Ricercare was completed by Rodrigo based on Sanz's sketches. 
The second movement, "Españoleta y Fanfare de la Caballería de 
Nápoles," is also in two parts. After a short woodwind introduction, the 
Españoleta theme, first heard in the strings, is subjected to several 
variations. The Fanfare makes use of string techniques like harmonics 
and col legno (using the wooden side of the bow); the title of the 
Fanfare reminds one that Spain governed Naples in Sanz's time. The 
guitar moves between solo and accompanist roles in the third move-
ment "Danza de las Hachas," or "Hatchet Dance," and the Fantasía 
ends with a rousing "Canario," a folk dance in 6/8 time.
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Fantasia Para Un Gentil Hombre
4 Villano Y Ricercare 4:58
5 Españoletas Y Fanfarria De La
  Caballeria De Nápoles 9:43
6 Danza De Las Hachas 2:07
7 Canarios 5:07
Total Time: 44:3

Concierto De Aranjuez
1 Allegro Con Spirito 6:11
2 Adagio 11:27
3 Allegro Gentile 5:02


