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 Conductor, composer and pianist André Previn has received a number of 
awards and honours for his outstanding musical accomplishments, including 
both the Austrian and German Cross of Merit, the Kennedy Center's 
Lifetime Achievement Award and the Glenn Gould Prize. In May 2008 he 
was presented with the LSO's Lifetime Achievement Award, and in 
September 2008 he was honoured with the Gramophone Classic FM 
Lifetime Achievement Award. He has also received several Grammy awards 
for recordings, including the CD of his violin concerto Anne-Sophie and 
Bernstein’s Serenade featuring Anne-Sophie Mutter together with the 
Boston and London Symphony orchestras.
 A regular guest with the world’s major orchestras, both in concert and on 
recordings, André Previn frequently works with the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra, New York Philharmonic and Vienna Philharmonic. In addition, he 
has held the chief artistic posts with such orchestras as the Houston 
Symphony, London Symphony, Los Angeles Philharmonic, Pittsburgh Symphony and Royal Philharmonic 
orchestras
 As a pianist, André Previn enjoys recording and performing song recitals, chamber music and jazz. He has 
given recitals with Renée Fleming at the Lincoln Center and with Barbara Bonney at the Mozarteum in 
Salzburg. He regularly gives chamber music concerts with the Emerson String Quartet, as well as with 
members of the Boston Symphony and London Symphonyorchestras, and the Vienna Philharmonic.
 André Previn has enjoyed a number of successes as a composer. His first opera, A Streetcar Named Desire, 
was awarded the Grand Prix du Disque. Recent highlights include the premiere of his Double Concerto for 
Violin and Double Bass for Anne-Sophie Mutter and Roman Patkoló, premiered by the Boston Symphony in 
April 2007, receiving its European premiere this evening. His Harp Concerto commissioned by the Pittsburgh 
Symphony, premiered in March 2008; his work Owls was premiered by the Boston Symphony Orchestra in 
October 2008; his second opera, Brief Encounter, commissioned by the Houston Grand Opera, will be 
premiered in 2009; and his double concerto for violin and viola, written for Anne-Sophie Mutter and Yuri 
Bashmet, will also receive its premiere next year.
 For his 80th birthday in 2009, Carnegie Hall will be presenting four concerts which showcase the diversity of 
his career. Other highlights this season include a three-week residency with the NHK Symphony Orchestra, 
and concerts with the Philadelphia, Pittsburgh Symphony, Boston Symphony and Leipzig Gewandhaus 
orchestras, and Accademia Nazionale de Santa Cecilia. He returns to conduct the LSO on 25 April 2010.
Previn passed away at the end of February 2019.



Scheherazade Op. 35, is a symphonic suite composed by Nikolai Rimsky-Kor-
sakov in 1888 and based on One Thousand and One Nights (also known as The 
Arabian Nights).

This orchestral work combines two features typical of Russian music in general 
and of Rimsky-Korsakov in particular: dazzling, colorful orchestration and an 
interest in the East, which figured greatly in the history of Imperial Russia, as 
well as orientalism in general. The name "Scheherazade" refers to the main 
character Scheherazade of the One Thousand and One Nights. It is considered 
Rimsky-Korsakov's most popular work.
 
During the winter of 1887, as he worked to complete Alexander Borodin's 
unfinished opera Prince Igor, Rimsky-Korsakov decided to compose an orches-
tral piece based on pictures from One Thousand and One Nights as well as 
separate and unconnected episodes. After formulating musical sketches of his 
proposed work, he moved with his family to the Glinki-Mavriny dacha, in 
Nyezhgovitsy along the Cherementets Lake (near present-day Luga, in Lenin-
grad Oblast). The dacha where he stayed was destroyed by the Germans during 
World War II.

During the summer, he finished Scheherazade and the Russian Easter Festival 
Overture. Notes in his autograph orchestral score show that the former was 
completed between June 4 and August 7, 1888. Scheherazade consisted of a 
symphonic suite of four related movements that form a unified theme. It was 
written to produce a sensation of fantasy narratives from the Orient.

Initially, Rimsky-Korsakov intended to name the respective movements in 
Scheherazade "Prelude, Ballade, Adagio and Finale". However, after weighing 
the opinions of Anatoly Lyadov and others, as well as his own aversion to a 
too-definitive program, he settled upon thematic headings, based upon the 
tales from The Arabian Nights.

The composer deliberately made the titles vague so that they are not associat-
ed with specific tales or voyages of Sinbad. However, in the epigraph to the 
finale, he does make reference to the adventure of Prince Ajib. In a later 
edition, Rimsky-Korsakov did away with titles altogether, desiring instead that 
the listener should hear his work only as an Oriental-themed symphonic music 
that evokes a sense of the fairy-tale adventure, stating:

All I desired was that the hearer, if he liked my piece as symphonic music, 
should carry away the impression that it is beyond a doubt an Oriental narra-
tive of some numerous and varied fairy-tale wonders and not merely four 
pieces played one after the other and composed on the basis of themes 
common to all the four movements.

He went on to say that he kept the name Scheherazade because it brought to 
everyone’s mind the fairy-tale wonders of Arabian Nights and the East in 
general.



For more info e-mail us:
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Recorded by RCA April 1, 1968 (5 & 6), April 4 (1-4), Kingsway Hall, London
Producer – Peter Dellheim      Engineer – K. E. Wilkinson

1. The Sea And Sindbad's Ship 11:10
2.The Story Of The Kalender Prince 11:49
3. The Young Prince And the Young Princess 11:01
4. Festival At Bagdad; The Sea; The Ship goes To Princes On A Roc
    Surmounted By A Bronze Warrior; Conclusion 12:31
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