
�e RCA recording of Respighi's "Pines of 
Rome" and "Fountains of Rome" conducted by 
Fritz Reiner with the Chicago Symphony Or-
chestra is widely regarded as a classic and de�ni-
tive interpretation of these orchestral masterpiec-
es. Here's a review of the album:

Performance: Fritz Reiner's conducting brings 
out the full grandeur and beauty of Respighi's 
compositions. �e Chicago Symphony Orchestra 
delivers a powerful and dynamic performance,
capturing the colorful imagery and evocative 
moods of both pieces with precision and passion.

Sound Quality: �e recording quality, consider-
ing it was made in 1959, is remarkable. �e 
sound is clear, detailed, and well-balanced, allow-
ing listeners to appreciate the full richness of the 

orchestral textures and the nuances of the per-
formances.

Interpretation: Reiner's interpretation is charac-
terized by its clarity, rhythmic drive, and atten-
tion to orchestral colors. He brings out the dra-
matic contrasts and sweeping melodies in "Pines 
of Rome" while also conveying the delicate and 
atmospheric moments in "Fountains of Rome" 
with sensitivity.

Orchestral Performance: �e Chicago Sympho-
ny Orchestra shines in this recording, showcas-
ing its virtuosity and ensemble cohesion. �e 
brass fanfares, lush strings, and sparkling wood-
winds are all rendered with skill and artistry,
making each section of the orchestra stand out.

Overall Impact: �is album has stood the test of 
time and remains a benchmark recording for these 
Respighi works. It's a must-have for classical 
music enthusiasts, o�ering a compelling interpre-
tation, superb orchestral playing, and excellent 
sound quality that continue to captivate listeners 
decades after its initial release.

In summary, the RCA recording of Respighi's 
"Pines of Rome" and "Fountains of Rome" under 
Fritz Reiner's direction with the Chicago Sym-
phony Orchestra is a masterpiece of classical 
music recording, celebrated for its musical excel-
lence and enduring appeal.
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For more info e-mail us:
info@highdeftapetransfers.ca

or visit our website:
www.highdeftapetransfers.ca
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Pines Of Rome
1 The Pines Of The Villa Borghese 4:00
2 The Pines Near A Catacomb 5:51
3 The Pines Of The Janiculum 5:13
4 The Pines Of The Appian Way 5:57
Fountains Of Rome
5 The Fountain Of Valle Giulia At Dawn 4:37
6 The Triton Fountain At Morn 2:24
7 The Fountain Of Trevi At Mid-day 6:22
8 The Villa Medici Fountain At Sunset 2:08

Respighi
Pines Of Rome / Fountains Of Rome

Fritz Reiner Chicago Symphony

Recorded December 2-4, 1959 at Chicago Orchestra Hall
Producer – Richard Mohr • Engineer – Lewis Layton


