
The "Dance of the Seven Veils" is a famous orchestral 
interlude from Richard Strauss' opera, "Salome." The opera, 
with a libretto by the composer himself, is based on Oscar 
Wilde's play of the same name, which in turn was inspired 
by the biblical story of Salome.

In the opera, the "Dance of the Seven Veils" occurs near 
the end of the work and is performed by the character 
Salome, who dances seductively for Herod in order to obtain 
the head of John the Baptist. As the name suggests, 
Salome's dance involves the gradual removal of seven veils, 
symbolizing her stripping away her inhibitions and revealing 
her true desires.

Musically, Richard Strauss composed a sensual and evoca-
tive piece to accompany the dance. The orchestration is 
lush and colorful, utilizing a wide range of instruments to 
create a seductive atmosphere. The music starts quietly and 
slowly builds in intensity as the dance progresses, reflecting 
the growing fascination and desire of Herod and the audi-
ence.

It's worth noting that the "Dance of the Seven Veils" has 

often been a subject of controversy due to its erotic nature. 
The scene and its accompanying music were considered 
scandalous when the opera premiered in 1905, and it contin-
ues to be a provocative element in productions of "Salome" 
to this day.

 Richard Strauss' "Dance of the Seven Veils" is a captivating 
piece of music that captures the allure and sensuality of 
Salome's infamous dance in the opera.

One of Hector Berlioz notable works is the dramatic sympho-
ny "Roméo et Juliette," which is inspired by William Shake-
speare's famous play.

"Roméo et Juliette" is not a traditional opera but rather a 
symphony with vocal parts. It was composed between 1839 
and 1846 and premiered in 1839. Berlioz referred to the work 
as a "dramatic symphony," as it combines elements of both 
symphonic and vocal music to tell the story of Romeo and 
Juliet.

The symphony is divided into several movements, each 
depicting various scenes and emotions from the play. It 

includes vocal soloists, a chorus, and an orchestra. The 
vocal parts are mainly sung in French and represent the 
characters of Romeo, Juliet, and Friar Laurence, among 
others. The chorus often appears as a narrator, commenting 
on the events and expressing the sentiments of the feuding 
Montague and Capulet families.

Berlioz's "Roméo et Juliette" is known for its dramatic and 
expressive musical language. It showcases his innovative 
orchestration and his ability to evoke vivid emotions through 
music. The symphony features passionate and lyrical melo-
dies, powerful choral sections, and intense orchestral climax-
es, all capturing the tragic and romantic essence of Shake-
speare's story.

"Roméo et Juliette" is considered one of Berlioz's master-
pieces and a landmark in Romantic music. It demonstrates 
his originality and his unique approach to combining music 
and drama. The symphony has continued to be performed 
and admired for its grandeur, emotional depth, and imagina-
tive interpretation of Shakespeare's timeless tale.
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Strauss Dance Of The Seven Veils-Berlioz Rom
eo Juliet Dorati RPO

 Recorded by RCA for Readers Digest 1962 at Walthamstow Assembly Hall     
Engineer – Kenneth G. Wilkinson       Producer – Charles Gerhardt
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2 Romeo’s Reverie and Festival of the Capulets 12:54
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4 Queen Mab Scherzo 7:21

For more info e-mail us:
info@highdeftapetransfers.ca

or visit our website:
www.highdeftapetransfers.ca

Richard Strauss  Dance of the Seven Veils
Hector Berlioz   Romeo and Juliet

Romeo’s Reverie and • Festival of the Capulets
Love Scene • Queen Mab Scherzo

Antal Dorati - The Royal Philharmonic


