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Act One

The church of Sant’‘Andrea della Valle. Noon.

Angelotti, an escaped political prisoner, takes refuge inside the church of
Sant’Andrea della Valle. As he finds a place to hide, a Sacristan appears
followed by the painter, Mario Cavaradossi. Cavaradossi is working on a
picture of Mary Magdalene, inspired by Angelotti's sister, Marchesa Attavanti.
When the Sacristan leaves, Angelotti emerges from his hiding place. Cavara-
dossi, recognises hims and promises to help, but tells him to hide when his
lover, the opera singer Floria Tosca, arrives. She is furious that Cavaradossi’s
painting of the Madonna is a portrait of another woman. Once Tosca has
gone, Angelotti reappears. A cannon shot is heard, signalling that the police
have discovered Angelotti's escape, and he and Cavaradossi flee to the
painter’s house.

The Sacristan returns, followed by clerics and choirboys, celebrating rumours
of Napoleon’s defeat at the Battle of Marengo. The general excitement is cut
short by the entrance of Scarpia, Chief of Police, on the trail of Angelotti.
When Tosca arrives looking for Cavardossi, Scarpia plays upon her distrust of
the Marchesa Attavanti in the hopes of discovering Anglelotti’'s hiding place.
With her jealousy enflamed, Tosca leaves in a rage and Scarpia orders his
men to follow her, hoping she will lead him to the fugitive. A Te Deum of
thanksgiving begins and Scarpia declares that he will bend Tosca to his will.

Act Two
Scarpia’s apartment in the Palazzo Farnese. Evening.

In his apartment above the Farnese Palace, Scarpia anticipates the pleasure
of having Tosca in his power. Having not been able to find Angelotti, Scarpia’s
henchman Spoletta arrives at the apartment with news that they have instead
brought Cavardossi in for questioning.

Interrogated by Scarpia, Cavaradossi denies any knowledge of Angelotti and is
taken away to be tortured. When Tosca arrives, Scarpia begins interrogating
her, using Cavaradossi’s screams to torment her; under this duress, Tosca
finally reveals the hiding place.

Cavaradossi is brought back in, badly hurt and hardly conscious. He’s furious
to find that Tosca had given Scarpia Angelotti’s location, but at that moment
news arrives that the report of a royal victory at Marengo was incorrect and
that Napoleon has in fact won. When he shouts in defiance to the news,
Scarpia orders Cavaradossi’'s execution.

Alone with Scarpia, Tosca begs for her lover’s life and Scarpia names his
price: she must give herself to him. Seeing no alternative, she agrees, and
Scarpia appears to order Spoletta to perform merely a sham execution. Once
Scarpia has granted safe-conduct for Tosca and Cavaradossi to escape from
Rome, Tosca stabs him to death, just as he demands ‘payment’ from her.

Act Three

The battlements of the Castel Sant’Angelo. The hour before dawn.

A shepherd boy is heard singing in the distance. Cavaradossi enters to await
his execution. He tries to write a letter of farewell to Tosca and reflects on the
joy she has brought him. Tosca arrives and discloses her plan for their
escape. The firing squad duly performs what Tosca believes to be a mock
execution. She realises too late that Scarpia has deceived her: the execution
was real and Cavaradossi is dead. News of Scarpia’s murder has broken. As
Spoletta and his men rush in to arrest Tosca, she leaps over the parapet to
her death.



@© Puccini Tosca - Herbert von Karajan Vienna Philharmonic - Leontyne Price

Act One
1 Ah! Finalmente! 2:08
2 E Sempre Lava! 3:22

3 Dammi | Colori...Recondita Armonia 4:24

4 Voi! Cavaradossi! 1:00
5 Mario! Mario! Mario! 12:33
6 E Buona La Mia Tosca 3:11

7 Sommo Giubilo, Eccellenza! 1:41
8 Un Tal Baccano In Chiesa! 4:02

9 Or Tutto E Chiaro 7:40
LLEONTYNE PRICE 10 Tre Shirri, Una Carrozza 5:05
Act Two
GIUSEPPE DI STEFANO 11 Tosca E Un Buon Falco! 2:55
12 Ha Piu Forte Sapore 1:33
GIUSEPPE TADDEI 13 0 Galantuomo, Come Andd La Caccia? 3:49
14 Ov' E Angelotti? 3:48
FERNANDO CORENA 15 Sciarrone, Che Dice Il Cavalier? 2:56
16 Orsi, Tosca, Parlate 3:37

17 Floria...Amore 1:28
18 Vittoria! Vittoria! 2:40

HERBERT VON KARAJAN 19 quanto? 4:45
WIENER PHILHARMONIKER 20 i Derte x40
WIENER STAATSOPERNCHOR 2210 Tenni La Promessa 6:43

Recorded by Decca at the Sofiensaal, Vienna, September 1962
Producer: John Culshaw ~ Engineer: Gordon Parry

Act Three

23 lo De' Sospiri 5:32

24 Mario Cavaradossi? 4:10

25 E Lucevan Le Stelle 3:03

26 Ah! Franchigia A Floria Tosca 2:43
27 0 Dolci Mani 8:19

28 Come E Lunga L'Attesa! 2:25

29 Presto, Su! Mario! Mario! 1:27

Artist(s): Soprano Vocals [Tosca] - Leontyne Price
Conductor - Herbert von Karajan

Orchestra - Wiener Philharmoniker

Chorus - Wiener Staatsopernchor

Tenor Vocals [Cavaradossi] - Giuseppe di Stefano
Vocals [Scarpia] - Giuseppe Taddei

Bass Vocals [Pastore] - Herbert Weiss

Bass Vocals [Sagrestano] - Fernando Corena
Bass Vocals [Sciarrone] - Leonardo Monreale
Chorus Master - Roberto Benaglio

Tenor Vocals [Spoletta] - Piero De Palma
Vocals [Angelotti] - Carlo Cava

Vocals [Carceriere] - Alfredo Mariotti
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