
The title track from a 1957 album by Nat 
"King" Cole, "Just One Of Those Things" 
features several sounds that Billy May 
essentially trademarked: swooping saxo-
phones, cutesy flutes, and rocket-powered 
brass, all wrapped up in a relentlessly 
swinging package.

The brisk pace of the arrangement is es-
tablished right off the bat, with a quickly 
moving syncopated ensemble figure riding 
on top of the pounding backbeat in the 
rhythm section. Cole enters with the 
melody at measure 9, supported by a 
series of clever and diverse background 
figures in the band. Initially, May's swoop-
ing saxes dominate the accompaniment, 

followed by some brightly punchy brass 
hits around fluttering flutes at measure 33. 
A gently ascending figure in the saxes and 
trombones at measure 41 gives way to a 
screaming trumpet rip, followed by a re-
treat back to the swooping saxes at mea-
sure 57.

The band doesn't get a full fledged shout 
section all to themselves. Instead, they 
trade figures on the melody with Cole's 
vocals beginning at measure 73 with some 
riffs that resemble but do not replicate 
those from the introduction. Cole takes the 
spotlight back for himself at measure 105, 
with the band backgrounds operating at a 
much simpler level than before. Some 

more brief back and forth between Cole 
and the band occurs at measure 129, 
before the band plays one last riff before 
landing on the warm but powerful final 
chord.

This arrangement is for jazz big band 
featuring male vocalist. It also includes 
parts for harp and percussion; the per-
cussionist doubles on bells, xylophone, 
marimba, vibraphone and timpani. The 
harp is cued in the piano part. It is not a 
transcription - it has been prepared from 
Billy May's original score and the set of 
parts used during the 1957 recording ses-
sion.
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Engineer – John Kraus  Producer – Lee Gillette
Recorded 1957 at Capitol Records Studio in Hollywood, CA.

Transferred from a 15ips tape

1 When Your Lover Has Gone 2:35
2 A Cottage For Sale 3:00
3 Who's Sorry Now? 3:00
4 Once In A While 2:50
5 These Foolish Things Remind Me Of You 3:50
6 Just For The Fun Of It 2:38
7 Don't Get Around Much Anymore 3:14
8 I Understand 2:28
9 Just One Of Those Things 2:17
10 The Song Is Ended (But The Melody Lingers On) 2:49
11 I Should Care 2:49
12 The Party's Over 2:46
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