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Bernard Herrmann was born Max Herman in New York City on June 29, 1911, and raised in a Russian-Jewish 
household. He took an early interest in music, playing the violin and 
accompanying his father to the opera. After graduating from DeWitt 
Clinton High School in Manhattan, he studied music at New York 
University and the Juilliard School. At the age of 20, he formed the 
New Chamber Orchestra of New York.
In 1934, Herrmann joined the CBS network as a staff conductor. In 
time, he ascended to the rank of chief conductor. Herrmann was 
known for introducing audiences to new and obscure composers, including Charles Ives. While working at CBS, 
Herrmann met the director Orson Welles. He wrote and arranged scores for several of Welles's radio series, and 
conducted the live performances heard in the famous adaptation of The War of the Worlds. Herrmann followed 
Welles into the film industry, receiving an Academy Award nomination for scoring Citizen Kane in 1941 and scoring 
The Magnificent Ambersons in 1942. Around this same time, Herrmann won an Oscar for scoring The Devil and 
Daniel Webster. It would be his only Academy Award. In addition to his partnership with Welles, Herrmann forged 
a close professional relationship with director Alfred Hitchcock. Herrmann scored many of Hitchcock's most 
celebrated films, including Vertigo, Psycho and North by Northwest. He appears on film only once—as the 
conductor of the London Symphony Orchestra in the 1956 movie The Man Who Knew Too Much. After many years 
of fruitful collaboration, Herrmann and Hitchcock had a serious falling out over the score for the film Torn Curtain. 
The two never worked together again, and rarely spoke.
Herrmann scored a series of 1950s and '60s fantasy films, including Journey to the Center of the Earth and Jason 
and the Argonauts. He also wrote music for television shows, including episodes of The Twilight Zone and Have 
Gun-Will Travel. Herrmann died in Los Angeles, California, on December 24, 1975.



Julius Caesar - Miklós Rózsa
Hungarian composer Miklós 
Rózsa created the original film 
score for American director 
Joseph L. Mankiewicz's 1953 
film adaptation of William 
Shakespeare's play Julius 
Caesar. The full musical score 
contains twenty-one movements. Rózsa composed 
nearly one hundred film scores throughout his 
career.

Richard III - Sir William Walton
English composer Sir William Walton 
partnered with English actor anddirector 
Laurence Olivier to produce the film 
scores for most of Olivier'smovies, 

Hamlet - Dmitri Shostakovich
Russian composer Dmitri Shostakovich had stopped 
creating musical scores after 
1950, but he made the occa-
sional exception for a friend, 
in this case Soviet movie 
director Grigori Kozintsev. 
Shostakovich composed the 
musical score for Kozintsev's 
and Iosif Shapiro's 1964 
Russian film adaptation of William Shakespeare's play 
Hamlet, and this London Records recording contains 
six of the score's thirty-four movements.

including the musical score for Olivier's 1955 film 
adaptation of William Shakespeare's play Richard 
III. The musical score for Richard III was Walton's 
last major work for film and contains fifteen move-
ments.



 Please Note:  In the interest of preserving the superb sound quality of these historic recordings, they have been preserved in 

which are more than 50 years old), the recordings themselves can be subject to certain "artifacts" which are an inseparable part 
of the original analog recording process, such as tape "hiss" or other defects, and these may be audible on certain music tracks.  

 Because your CD or DVD-A was individually "burned" in order to realize superior sound quality to stamped, mass-produced 
versions, microscopic cosmetic blemishes may be visible. Please regard these tiny marks as  evidence of the "human touch" in 
the care and individual attention that each and every HDTT disc receives during its very demanding  manufacturing process.

For more info e-mail us:
admin@highdeftapetransfers.com

or visit our website:
www.highdeftapetransfers.com
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Music From Great Shakespearean Films • Bernard Herrmann conducts the National Philharmonic Orchestra

Shostakovich: Suite From The Incidental Music To "Hamlet"
Walton: "Richard III"

Rozsa: Suite From The Incidental Music To "Julius Caesar"

Music From Great 
Shakespearean Films

Bernard Herrmann conducts the National Philharmonic Orchestra




