
Joseph Keilberth (1908-1968) was a German conductor renowned for his 
interpretations of Richard Wagner's operas. He was born on April 19, 
1908, in Karlsruhe, Germany, and died on July 20, 1968, in Munich, 
Germany. Keilberth is particularly famous for his association with the 
Bayreuth Festival, where he conducted numerous performances of 
Wagner's works.

Keilberth's career as a conductor began in the 1930s, and he quickly 
gained recognition for his interpretations of Wagner's music. He conduct-
ed at various opera houses in Germany and beyond before becoming 
closely associated with the Bayreuth Festival, which is known for its 
exclusive focus on Wagner's operas. Keilberth conducted at Bayreuth 
from 1951 until his death in 1968. He is especially celebrated for his 
conducting of the "Ring Cycle" and other major Wagnerian works at the 
festival.

Joseph Keilberth's conducting style was marked by a deep understanding 
of Wagner's music and a commitment to fidelity to the composer's 
intentions. His interpretations are often praised for their clarity and 
balance, allowing the nuances of Wagner's complex scores to shine 
through.

Keilberth's career was tragically cut short when he died suddenly of a 
heart attack at the age of 60. Despite his relatively brief time as a 
conductor, he left a lasting legacy in the world of opera, particularly in 

the realm of Wagnerian music. His recordings of Wagner's operas, many 
of which were made during his tenure at Bayreuth, continue to be highly 
regarded by opera enthusiasts and are considered classics of the genre.

The Bamberg Symphony Orchestra, also known as the Bamberger 
Symphoniker in German, is a renowned German orchestra based in 
Bamberg, Bavaria. Founded in 1946, it is known for its excellence in 
performing a wide range of classical and contemporary orchestral music.

Key points about the Bamberg Symphony Orchestra:

Founding: The orchestra was established shortly after World War II in 
1946. Its creation was part of the post-war rebuilding efforts to promote 
cultural life in the region.

Home Venue: The orchestra's primary concert venue is the Joseph-Keil-
berth-Saal in Bamberg, which is named in honor of the celebrated 
conductor Joseph Keilberth. The venue is part of the Konzerthalle 
Bamberg, a modern concert hall complex.

Artistic Leadership: The Bamberg Symphony Orchestra has worked with 
several notable conductors and music directors over the years. Notable 
conductors who have led the orchestra include Joseph Keilberth, Herbert 
Blomstedt, Jonathan Nott, and Jakub Hrůša.

Repertoire: The orchestra is renowned for its versatility and performs a 

wide repertoire that includes classical works, Romantic compositions, 
contemporary music, and collaborations with soloists and composers. It 
has also made significant contributions to the interpretation of works by 
Richard Strauss and Gustav Mahler.

Recordings: The Bamberg Symphony Orchestra has recorded extensive-
ly, and its recordings have received critical acclaim. They have released 
recordings on various labels, including Deutsche Grammophon and 
Naxos.

International Tours: The orchestra has toured extensively, gaining 
recognition on the international stage. Their performances have taken 
them to many countries, showcasing their musical prowess to audiences 
worldwide.

Awards and Recognition: The Bamberg Symphony Orchestra has 
received numerous awards for its recordings and performances, cement-
ing its reputation as one of Germany's leading orchestras.

The Bamberg Symphony Orchestra continues to be a vital part of 
Germany's cultural heritage and a respected ensemble on the global 
classical music scene. Its commitment to artistic excellence and its 
diverse repertoire make it a beloved institution among classical music 
enthusiasts.
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Released: 1960 Telefunken

Mozart
Symphony No. 40 in G Minor, K.550

Symphony No. 41 in C major, K.551 (Jupiter)
Joseph Keilberth / Bamberger Symphoniker

Symphony No. 40
1 Molto Allegro 7:28
2 Andante 8:17
3 Menuetto: Allegro 4:19
4 Finale: Allegro Assai 4:57
Symphony No. 41 
5 Allegro Vivace 8:16
6 Andante Cantabile 7:50
7 Menuetto: Allegro 5:04
8 Finale: Allegro Molto 6:26
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