
     
Like so many Russian musicians, Mravinsky seemed first 
headed toward a career in the sciences. He studied biology at 
St. Petersburg University, but had to quit in 1920 after his 
father's death. To support himself, he signed on with the 
Imperial Ballet as a rehearsal pianist. In 1923, he finally 
enrolled in the Leningrad Conservatory, where he studied 
composition with Vladimir Shcherbachov and conducting with 
Alexander Gauk and Nikolai Malko. He graduated in 1931, and 
left his Imperial Ballet job to become a musical assistant and 
ballet conductor at the Bolshoi Opera from 1931 to 1937, with a 
stint at the Kirov from 1934. Mravinsky gave up these posts in 
1938, after winning first prize in the All-Union Conductors' 
Competition in Moscow, to become principal conductor of the 
Leningrad Philharmonic. He remained there until his death, 
long ignoring many guest-conducting offers from abroad. Under 
Mravinsky's direction the Leningrad Philharmonic came to be 
regarded as one of the finest orchestras in the world, although 
the world had comparatively few opportunities to hear it aside from the rare tour (about 30 
performances in 25 years, starting in 1956), some dim Soviet recordings, and a very few highly 
acclaimed records for such Western European companies as Deutsche Grammophon and, in the 
end, Erato. Mravinsky was made People's Artist of the U.S.S.R. in 1954, and in 1973, he 
received the order of Hero of Socialist Labor. But his more lasting international acclaim came for 
his performances of Mozart, Beethoven, Bruckner, Wagner, Sibelius, Bartók, Stravinsky, and 
anything Russian or Soviet. His reputation only rose upon his retirement from the Leningrad 
Philharmonic.

Mravinsky's rehearsal manner was said to be autocratic and brutal, and the resulting performanc-
es were tightly clenched. Yet they were also technically precise, finely detailed, subtly colored, 
and highly dramatic -- and this not always because he was in the habit of whipping fast finales 
into a frenzy. His readings had an intensity, concentration, and -- despite the arduous rehearsal 
-- spontaneity comparable to those of Wilhelm Furtwängler. In the West, Mravinsky was 
particularly noted as an interpreter of Shostakovich, whose Fifth, Sixth, Eighth, Ninth, and Tenth 
symphonies he premiered, and of Tchaikovsky. His recordings of the Tchaikovsky's last three 
symphonies, made in 1960 for Deutsche Grammophon while the orchestra was on tour in 
London, are touchstones of the Russian repertory.



Jaime Laredo (born June 7, 1941 in Cochabamba, Bolivia) is a 
violinist and conductor. Currently the conductor and Music Direc-
tor of the Vermont Symphony Orchestra, he began his musical 
career when he was five years old. In 
1948 he came to North America and 
took lessons from Antonio DeGrass. 
He also studied with Frank Houser 
before moving to Cleveland, Ohio, to 
study under Josef Gingold in 1953. He 
studied with Ivan Galamian at the 
Curtis Institute of Music until his 
graduation. From 1960 to 1974 he 
was married to the pianist Ruth 
Laredo. Laredo is currently a professor 
at the renowned Indiana University 
Jacobs School of Music. He served as 
artistic advisor for the Fort Wayne 
Philharmonic Orchestra and guest conducted the orchestra on 
April 18, 2009, in a program featuring his wife, the cellist Sharon 
Robinson. He was scheduled to again conduct the orchestra for 
two programs during the 2009–10 season. Laredo and Robinson 

were also featured soloists in a special concert conducted by 
Andrew Constantine, who became the Philharmonic's music 
director in July 2009. 
 His Carnegie Hall recital in October 1960 was much praised, and 
helped to launch his career.The next year, he played at Royal 
Albert Hall in London. Afterwards, he has played with many major 
European and American orchestras, including the Boston Sympho-
ny Orchestra, the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, the New York 
Philharmonic, the Cleveland Orchestra, the Philadelphia Orchestra, 
the London Symphony Orchestra, the Royal Philharmonic, The 
Children's Orchestra Society and the Syracuse Symphony Orches-
tra.
 He also plays viola, and has recorded piano quartets with Isaac 
Stern, Yo-Yo Ma, and Emanuel Ax. In addition, he collaborated 
with pianist Glenn Gould. He is the violinist of the Kalichstein-Lar-
edo-Robinson Trio, along with pianist Joseph Kalichstein and 
cellist Sharon Robinson. He has been the conductor of the Ver-
mont Symphony Orchestra since 1999.
 The Cleveland Institute of Music announced the appointment of 
Laredo and wife Sharon Robinson to the string faculty in 2012.
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Symphony No 39
Recorded by Meloydia Live at the Grand Hall of Leningrad transferred from a 15ips tape

Violin Concerto No. 3
Recorded by RCA 1961 transferred from a 15ips tape

Symphony No. 39
1.Adagio. Allegro 8:02
2.Andante 8:41
3.Menuetto. Allegretto 3:48
4.Finale. Allegro 5:26
Violin Concerto No.3
5.Allegro 9:37
6.Adagio 8:58
7.Rondo. Allegro 6:245

Mozart Symphony No. 39
Evgeny Mravinsky - Leningrad Philharmonic (Live Recording)

Mozart Violin Concerto No. 3
Jaime Laredo, violin - National Symphony Orchestra - Howard Mitchell conducting


